Sample 1

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 1 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This is an opinion piece. The introduction tries to hook the reader with a broad statement “people only talk about
the negative” and then tries to link that with the idea that teenagers have many responsibilities. The connection is not made
clearly. The author goes on to list several responsibilities that teenagers have (fundraising, part-time jobs, babysitting, and safe
driving, along with being good citizens). None of these are connected to the opening statement. The concluding paragraph does
try to link back to the opening statement, as well as the title (Leaders of the Future) which is not brought into the essay until the
second last paragraph. The content in the body of the piece is satisfactory. The points are connected to one another within the
body of the piece. The introduction and conclusion are the weakest points.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content clearly conveyed
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Uses correct end punctuation
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning

Draft 01/12

Sample 2

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 2 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: The introduction to this piece is a list. It does not explain why the author wants to tell you about the things that
excite him or how they do; it is just a list. The paragraph that is the body of the piece addresses different sports and why the
author finds each exciting. There aren’t clear transitions from one sport to the next, but the reader can see the pattern. The
conclusion is also a list; this time it tells why the activities are exciting. Little effort has been made to connect the introduction
and the conclusion with the middle. There is over use of the word “excites”, and the descriptive details are quite general.
There are numerous convention errors; most are minor but there are quite a few of them.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Voice is evident

Draft 01/12

Sample 3

Grade Seven

Discussion: This piece follows an
organizational frame for essay
writing, except that it is missing the
concluding paragraph. The introduction has a good first line to
hook the reader, then goes on to
list the three major points. Each
paragraph develops one of those
points, enlarging on it and providing an example. Unfortunately,
there is no conclusion, which weakens the piece. There is some variety in thee transitions between paragraphs, but for the most part the
piece sticks to the organizational
frame. There are a few noticeable
convention errors (moral, there
heads) and some awkward sentence construction, but generally
the piece is easy to follow.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Content clearly conveyed
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre (except for conclusion)
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Uses correct capitalization

Draft 01/12

Sample 4

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 4 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This essay attempts to explain the role media plays in the pressure young women feel to be thin and attractive.
The introduction (with the uncredited quote from Simone de Beauvoir) sets up the argument that women should be able to
feel beautiful no matter what they look like. This is reiterated in the conclusion as well. The main body of the piece presents
several variations on media pressure to be blonde and thin. The ideas are sound, but there are some serious flaws in sentence
structure and conventions that make the piece difficult to read. Additionally, there is really only one supporting idea that runs
through the piece, with minor variations, rather than the two or three strong arguments we would expect. The internal organization lacks clarity. However, the piece has strong voice and the descriptions do keep the reader engaged.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic

Draft 01/12

Sample 5

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 5 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This essay presents an argument for separate gym classes for boys and girls. There are three reasons given to
support the argument, along with a reference to segregated professional sports teams. The piece clearly follows the fiveparagraph essay format. It has an introduction that states the topic and gives the arguments. Each point is discussed in a
paragraph, and then the conclusion reiterates the points already made and ties them back to the introduction. It is evident
that the author feels strongly about the topic, and has good voice. There are some convention errors and some minor difficulties with sentence structure. The piece is good in terms of content but still needs work with craft.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic

Draft 01/12

Sample 6

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 6 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This piece is a brief overview of traditional practices around hunting. The author has used chronological order (first,
second, third) to organize the piece. The introduction explains what three things will be described. Unfortunately, the author then
has only two paragraphs in the body of the piece. The first one does a good job of describing how the animals were hunted, who
went and why, and how the labour was divided. The second paragraph combines the transport back to camp and the feasting and
dancing. The paragraph works the way it is written; it just is not consistent with what was set out in the introduction. The conclusion introduces some new information, but generally does a good job of summing up the main ideas. There is voice in the piece,
and the descriptions are good. There are no sources cited for this piece.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Content clearly conveyed
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses interesting language to clearly convey information
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct punctuation
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning

Draft 01/12

Sample 7

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 7 (cont’d)

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning

Grade Seven
Discussion: This piece starts
well, with a good introduction
and the three key points the
author wants to make. The conclusion sums up those three
points, but the author does not
really clarify those three points
in the body of the piece. The
first paragraph is supposed to
talk about biofuel being good
for the environment, and does
that but really is more about
sustainability than environmental impact. The second paragraph works until the last sentence when it becomes a bit
confusing. By putting in the
counter-argument in the third
paragraph, it draws the reader
off the original organization and
becomes somewhat confusing.
By the time the author gets to
discussing sustainability of biofuel, the arguments have already been made earlier in the
paper. Although the piece starts
out well, it lacks organizational
coherence. The piece also
suffers from the odd formatting,
with the line in front of each
new paragraph. There are good
word choices and strong voice.
MEETING STANDARDS

Draft 01/12

Sample 8

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 8 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This is an opinion piece. The author presents the main idea in the introduction, then has three supporting reasons.
Each reason has an example and uses some good description to enhance it. The piece is short, but tightly crafted. It has specific
transitions, and engages the audience with questions in both the introduction and conclusion. Voice is evident throughout.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Content clearly conveyed
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses interesting language to clearly convey information
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Uses varied transition words
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct punctuation
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning

Draft 01/12

Sample 9

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Grade Seven

Sample 9 (cont’d)

Discussion: This paper tackles a very complicated topic, one that is difficult to condense into six paragraphs. The introduction
gives us very little structure for the information that follows. While the information in each paragraph is well presented, the
“body” pieces are not connected to one another very well. The piece lacks transitions. The conclusion is short and basic, but does
tie back to what was discussed. The piece has strong voice, and the author uses very specific and precise vocabulary. Despite the
scientific nature of this writing, it is based on personal experience, and no sources are cited.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Content clearly conveyed
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the
piece
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate
organizational pattern for genre
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience

Rubric qualities (cont’d):
- Uses precise vocabulary according to context
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct punctuation
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly im-

Draft 01/12

Sample 10

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 10 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 10 (cont’d)

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Content clearly conveyed
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Appropriate transitions between paragraphs/sections
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary according to context
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Uses varied transition words
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic

Grade Seven

Discussion: This sample uses the organizational framework of
compare/contrast
quite well, even
though there are
some flaws in the
piece. The piece starts
with how the characters are the same, and
then moves on to their
differences. There is a
lot of information contained in the writing,
and some of it assumes that the reader
has some specific
background
knowledge about the
characters, as there is
a lack of explanation
around a number of
statements. There are
statements made as
fact that have no
sources cited. The
author seems to have
made an effort to engage the reader with
details and descriptions; there is a tendency to overuse the
transition “another”.
The piece also has no
conclusion, which
leaves the reader
looking for the rest. It
has strong voice
though, and despite
major convention errors it is an interesting
piece to read.
EXCELLING AT
MEETING STANDARDS

Draft 01/12

Sample 11

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 11(cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This is an opinion piece with no need for sources. It presents the author’s vision of what his/her future is going to be
like. The piece is organized by topics - job, house, car, etc. The introduction is a bit confusing, and does not help to give structure
to the piece, but there is definitely an effort made to engage the reader. Each topic is discussed in the following paragraphs, and
the author adds detail and variation to keep it interesting. The final paragraph does not sum up the information in any way, but
again it works to hold the reader’s interest. The variation in sentence length and structure also help to keep the piece interesting.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Draft 01/12

Sample 11 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Content clearly conveyed
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Appropriate transitions between paragraphs/sections
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses interesting language to clearly convey information
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Uses varied transition words
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct punctuation
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning

Draft 01/12

Sample 1

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 1 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This piece starts out like a traditional compare/contrast piece, but it loses organization in the middle. The similarities
and differences are not clearly explained. The introduction grabs the reader’s interest and the author’s voice comes through
clearly. However, the voice is lost after that, as the author tries to fulfill the requirements of the format and organization. The
piece wavers between assuming that the reader already knows quite a bit about the sports (“do jumps and tricks”, “you have to
lift your feet more”) and assuming that the reader knows very little (“shoes with blades”). There is no concluding paragraph in
the piece. The word choice is sometimes effective (“cold environment”, “great sources of exercise”) and sometimes not
(“equipment that strap onto your feet”). There are also some serious convention errors.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic

Draft 01/12

Sample 2

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 2 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 2 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 2 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This is an example of a five-paragraph essay. The introduction identifies the topic and the three key points and
then the next three paragraph each elaborate on one of the key points. Each of the three paragraphs contains an explanation
and an example. However, the content used is a bit off the key ideas (generosity is not usually associated with being caught
before you fall off a glacier) and the examples are outside most readers’ experiences. The conclusion uses a nice tie back into
the key points, but the last sentence doesn’t fit. There are also several sentence structure errors, and some incorrect word
usage.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic

Draft 01/12

Sample 2

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 2 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample is a compare/contrast piece; it uses a shorter format than most, noting all the similarities in one
paragraph and the differences in another. It still keeps the parallel structure, though, so it is technically correct. The introduction is basic, as it simply states the topic. There are no key ideas listed there. The conclusion is simple a restatement of the introduction—that they are different animals and there are ways to tell them apart. There is little voice in
the piece, even though the content is interesting. The author uses technical terms and precise vocabulary. There are a
couple of awkward phrasing points (“hard protective shells that they can retract inside to”), but generally the sentence
structure is fine.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses clear and interesting language
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words

Draft 01/12

Sample 3

Grade Eight

Discussion: This piece is informational, telling the reader about playing soccer. The title is catchy, but doesn’t really link to
the topic—it does, however, capture the reader’s interest. The author picks three key points to discuss and identifies them in
the introduction. The addition of the personal information about travelling with the team helps to hold the reader’s interest
and gives the piece voice. The three key points are made in separate paragraphs, and the conclusion restates the topic and
key ideas. It is a short piece, but well-written. There is not a lot of supporting detail or examples, but enough to keep the
piece interesting and keep it moving forward.
MEETING STANDARDS

Draft 01/12

Sample 3(cont’d)

Grade Eight

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary
- Sentences flow smoothly with a variety of structures and lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words

Draft 01/12

Sample 4

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 4 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This is a research piece, intended to inform the reader/audience. The author attempts to engage the reader in the
introduction, but the paragraph is not specific enough to make the points clearly. The mismatching of suicide in the general
population (1 suicide every 40 seconds, more suicides related to depression than fatal illnesses) makes the topic of the piece
less clear (if not all teenagers who commit suicide are mentally ill, then what are the other causes?) The information in the
following paragraphs seems contradictory. On one hand suicide rates are up, and use of guns is up with both boys and girls, but
then girls are more likely to use pills or cut themselves. There is a lot of information in the writing, but the pieces aren’t clearly
connected. The conclusion goes back to teens and depression, which contradicts the last sentence in the introduction. The
content in the piece is present, but poorly organized and presented. Sources are cited, but without access dates.
MEETING STANDARDS

Draft 01/12

Sample 4 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Conclusion may have an impact on the reader
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
- If sources are used, cites in alphabetical order, with authors’ names, titles, and publication dates

Draft 01/12

Sample 5

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 5 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 5 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample uses a fictional premise to compare and contrast living in Canada and the United States. The piece is
well set up, with the introduction setting the context and describing the key points. Following that, one paragraph details similarities and the other discusses differences. There are examples given, but they are like a list, included in parentheses. There
is not a lot of detail, and the reader needs good background knowledge to be able to see the similarities and differences in
the details and examples listed. The conclusion summarizes the key points that make Canada a better choice, but unfortunately they are not all included in his arguments (respect for others’ cultures and not being made fun of). The piece is an interesting way of creating a standard compare/contrast essay, however. It brings good voice and it does engage the reader’s
interests. There are a number of convention errors (mostly sentence structure and punctuation) that do impact the clarity of
the piece at times.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Voice is evident

Draft 01/12

Sample 6

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 6 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample is an opinion piece, even though it offers some factual information as well. The topic, the popularity
of hockey, is presented in the introduction, but there is no indication of what the supporting arguments will be. The three
paragraphs in the body of the piece talk about the history of hockey, hockey violence, and televised games. There are examples for each paragraph, as well as details, but none of it is directly connected to the idea of why hockey is popular. The paragraph talking about hockey violence starts with “Another thing that makes hockey popular…”, but there is nothing before
that to connect to. The conclusion refers peripherally to the introduction (“it will still be famous for a long time”) but not to
the key ideas presented. The word choice and sentence structure in the piece are good, and there are very few convention
errors. The content on its own makes sense, but it is not organized in such a way that the piece reads as a unified argument.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses clear and interesting language
- Sentences flow smoothly with a variety of structures and lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
Draft 01/12

Sample 7

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 7 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample is a compare/contrast piece. The introduction identifies the two players being compared and provides
some brief background information. The body of the piece has two paragraphs: one to compare, and one to contrast. Both paragraphs balance the information well and follow a predictable pattern. The conclusion connects to the introduction, and does
tie back to the general ideas in the body of the piece. There are a couple of small errors (“grew” instead of “grown” and “both”
instead of “each”) but they do not interfere significantly with the flow of the piece. The author demonstrates good voice, and
uses enough specific terminology and information to keep the piece interesting.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Draft 01/12

Sample 7(cont’d)

Grade Eight

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Conclusion may have an impact on the reader
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses clear and interesting language
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary
- Sentences flow smoothly with a variety of structures and lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words

Draft 01/12

Sample 1

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 1 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: Written as a letter, this sample demonstrates an interesting retrospective point of view. The structure is consistent
with a letter, and the first paragraph serves as an introduction to the topic. Each paragraph addresses a specific issue that is part
of the general topic outlined at the beginning. There are examples and details that add to the overall content and keep the piece
flowing. The conclusion starts out well, connecting back to the “good decisions”, but then drifts to new topics not mentioned
before. The piece has voice throughout, and a sense of urgency that engages the reader. There are, however, a number of convention errors (spelling, sentence structure, punctuation, and grammar) that do impede meaning at times.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic

Draft 01/12

Sample 2

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 2 (cont’d)

Grad Nine

Discussion: This sample is a clearly organized opinion piece, using the movie Dead Poets Society as a source for examples. The introduction clearly states the topic (people who influence you) and the key points (teachers, parents, peers).
Each key point has a paragraph that expands the idea, and gives details and an example from the movie. The conclusion
restatements the topic and the key points. Technically, except for the spelling and other convention errors, it is well
done. However, there is a lack of voice in the piece, and there is not a lot to keep the reader engaged. Even the opinions
are lacking in persuasion and don’t really make the reader think about the piece. Even though the piece is wellstructured and follows the format for the genre, the content lacks depth.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures
- Consistently uses correct capitalization

Draft 01/12

Sample 3

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 3 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is an opinion piece and follows a regular five paragraph essay layout. The introduction states the topic, and provides the three key points for discussion. Each paragraph takes one of the key points and expands on it with details
and examples. Both the content and organization are good. The author seems to be trying to present a voice that is, at times,
hard to sustain. There are a number of small grammar errors that indicate this might not be the way the author regularly
writes (“your goals shall be achieved”, “if not from skill but from hard work”, “work hard at your work place”); there is also the
Longfellow quote in the conclusion that is not identified or credited. The consistent misspelling of “wether”, and missed apostrophes and other small convention errors do interfere with the flow of the piece, as do the run-on sentences.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
Draft 01/12

Sample 4

Grade nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 4 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This is a descriptive essay. The introduction gives the topic and some background information, and the subsequent
paragraphs address different aspects of the place. The conclusion is combined into the last paragraph, which also talks about
food. The content and descriptive language add interest to the piece and keep the reader engaged. Voice is sustained through the
piece. The piece is quite short, and the reader might be left wanting further details, but what is presented is well-written.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words

Draft 01/12

Sample 5

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 5 cont’d)

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 5 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is an analysis of SE Hinton’s novel That Was Then, This is Now. The author of the piece compares the
changes in the main characters over the course of the novel. While there are many good points in the essay, supported by
good examples, there is not a clear organizational format. Parts follow the timeline in the book, but others move back and
forth. The conclusion is well-written, and is the strongest paragraph in the piece. It has voice, and it impacts the reader.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization

Draft 01/12

Sample 6

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 6 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is an opinion piece. It uses statistics to provide details and examples (although sources are
not cited). The introduction speaks to global warming, over-population, and the use of GMOs as being of major
concern. The author then provides some back ground information on those three key ideas, and then goes on to
talk about the impact of that information (now slightly shifted to over-population, water, and food shortages) on
the world. The parallel structure used works well, and the transition are fairly easy to follow. There is no concluding paragraph - it is added onto the last discussion about increasing food needs. There is some evidence of editing
in the piece (removing the last sentence in the piece keeps from adding new information to the argument after
the concluding statement has been made). There also appears to be an effort to use more specific terminology
(“fuel cars”, “citizen participation”, “have tolerances to cold weather, drought, herbicides”).
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization

Draft 01/12

Sample 7

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 7 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is an informational piece. According to the introduction, foster parenting will be discussed in
terms of how it provides support, love, and parenting to children who will not stay in your family for very long. The body of
the piece does not exactly match what is set out in the introduction; it talks about the disruption to family life, the costs
associated with a foster child, and then finally about having to send children back to their birth parents. The content is
good, and clearly presented, but not consistent with the beginning. The conclusion refers back to the introduction, and is
well done. Word choice is adequate, as it sentence structure. The piece brings voice and commitment to the topic, and an
effort is made to engage the reader.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words

Draft 01/12

Sample 8

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 8 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 8 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is an opinion piece; an argument for why the entertainment industry is losing money. The author presents
three key ideas in the introduction (extending a successful series, copying a successful series, or reissuing already successful movies) and then devotes a paragraph to each, providing details and examples. The conclusion offers a good summary of the arguments, and asks some challenging questions of the reader. Both content and organization in this piece are well done. The piece
carries good voice, and the word choice is specific and effective.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS
Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
Draft 01/12

Sample 9

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 9 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 9 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 9 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Grade Nine

Sample 9 (cont’d)

Discussion: This sample is intended to be read as a speech, but it is also powerful as a written piece. The topic of global poverty
and starvation is introduced at the beginning, along with the definition of the verb “help”. While the organizational format is not
necessarily traditional, it presents the information in a way that is logical and easy to follow. The main body of the piece discusses
global poverty and starvation, and brings forward a plea to others to also attempt to help, as the author explains his/her efforts.
The piece uses a wide variety of sentence types, lengths, and structure, and makes very specific and effective word choices. Voice
is very clear here. Credit is given for the quotes used, but the statistics are not sourced.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words

Draft 01/12

Sample 10

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 10 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is a point-of-view piece. Written as a reflection on life, the author talks about what it’s like being a celebrity. The amount of voice in the piece is amazing, and the insights and supporting details and examples are very well done. It
doesn’t follow a specific organizational format, but it flows well, and has an excellent introduction and conclusion. Word choice
help reinforce the point of view as well as the voice.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words

Draft 01/12

Sample 11

Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Grade Nine

Sample 11(cont’d)

Discussion: This sample is a narrative essay. The author engages the reader in the story and then comes to the critical point
where a decision has to be made. The turn of events at the end is surprising, but helps to make the author’s point. The voice in
the piece is powerful, and the word choice is excellent.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words

Draft 01/12

Sample 1

Grade Seven

Discussion: This is a collection of facts and opinions about Alaska. It could be the basis for a brochure or travel guide or article.
The format is somewhat confusing, as it starts out with bullets and follows that phrasing format, but then switches to a list,
with no punctuation indicators. The information is interesting, but even allowing for phrases rather than full sentences in the
format, there are still some noticeable structural and convention errors. The transitions between the pieces of information is
not clear.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Voice is evident
1

Draft 01/12

Sample 2

2

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 2 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This is a response to the novel The Giver, written as a newspaper article. The piece uses the correct format, writing in
columns, leaving a space between paragraphs, and using quotes to enhance the content of the story. However, there are also
spaces where there shouldn’t be paragraph breaks, and there are issues with the alignment of the columns. The headline
attempts to engage the reader by using repetition, but it doesn’t really make sense so it is a bit confusing. The author doesn’t follow the standard “5W’s & H” in the opening paragraph, so the reader must rely on background knowledge. The content, based on
the book, is accurate at a literal level. There is voice in the piece and a tone that is consistent with the genre (although not necessarily with the book). There are a significant number of convention errors in the book: missing words, incorrect usage, spelling and
punctuation errors, and others. Some to impede the overall meaning, and they make the piece difficult to read.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Voice is evident

3

Draft 01/12

Sample 3

Grade Seven

Discussion: This is a response to the novel Underground to Canada, written as a book jacket. The author follows the correct format for the genre, having an cover illustration that gives information about the novel (a map showing the journey) and a jacket
blurb that sets the context for the story and a hook to engage the reader. There are some errors in the text (sentence structure
and punctuation) as well as some unclear word choice (“after being brutally taken away from each other”, “Liza and Julilly had to
leave”), but the gist of the message is clear.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Supporting details enhance the piece (illustration)
- Writing follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Uses correct capitalization
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning

4

Draft 01/12

Sample 4

5

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 4 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This sample is written as informational text, possibly for a brochure or a poster. The title suggests the content will
give the reader information about defensive and predatory bears and how to tell them apart. That information is contained in
the text, but is not the focus. The two paragraphs are not in the same order as the title; the structure would be clearer if they
were. The two paragraphs do provide specific information. The two photographs show the two kinds of bears, but are not labeled (which would give further clarity). The tone in the piece is consistent with an informational hand-out. There are errors in
sentence structure and punctuation, as well as some typos, that make the piece hard to follow in places.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary according to context
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct end punctuation

6

Draft 01/12

Sample 5

7

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 5 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This sample is written as an article or report, to share information about an event. It follows the organization format
of the genre, giving the most important information first. Extra details and quotes enhance the piece. The piece concludes with
information about the general fund-raising goal, and a summary quote. The word choice is good, and the author’s voice comes
through clearly. There are some convention errors and typos, but most do not impede meaning.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Content clearly conveyed
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning

8

Draft 01/12

Sample 6

9

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 6 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This sample is a letter, written to voice concerns over a particular issue. The author introduces herself and her topic
in the first paragraph, then goes on to explain her concerns in the second. There is a brief summary statement at the end of the
letter as part of the second paragraph. The content is very general, but it does stay focused on the topic. There are some details
and examples that are intended to enhance the clarity of the content. There are some sentence structure and convention errors
that make the second paragraph a bit confusing. The word choice is also quite general, but the piece does have voice.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning

10

Draft 01/12

Sample 7

Grade Seven

Discussion: This is a journal response to the novel Freak, the Mighty. The author makes connections in the content, poses questions, and offers opinions. There are examples and details to support the opinions. The author’s voice comes through clearly. The
insertions (“really smart”, “but that quote”) are inconsistently placed (one above and one below) requiring some rereading to be
sure it flows as the author intended.
MEETING STANDARDS
Rubric qualities:

Rubric qualities (cont’d):

- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Content clearly conveyed
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the
piece
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Writing follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Uses varied transition words
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic

11

Draft 01/12

Sample 8

Grade Seven

Discussion: This sample is a newspaper article, written from a current event. The author follows the standard format for articles,
using the “5W’s & H” to construct the lead, then filling in details and using quotes to enhance the piece. The summary quote sums
up the main message of the piece. There is good word choice (except, perhaps, for it being a “tragic” hunting accident), and a tone
consistent with reporting of this nature. The piece shows good understanding of conventions.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS
Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Content clearly conveyed
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses interesting language to clearly convey information
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct punctuation
- End punctuation
- Commas, apostrophes, quotation marks
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning
12

Draft 01/12

Sample 9

13

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 9 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This sample is an opinion piece, perhaps to be used as a letter to the editor. The topic is clearly stated at the beginning, and the key points are addressed in the following paragraphs. The conclusion restates the topic and attempts to persuade
dog owners to be responsible. The word choice is effective, and the author’s voice comes through clearly. There are some small
technical problems in the piece (effect/affect, and some misplaced or missing apostrophes) but overall the piece is clear and easy
to read.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Content clearly conveyed
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary according to context
- Uses interesting language to clearly convey information
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Uses varied transition words
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Uses correct capitalization
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning

14

Draft 01/12

Sample 10

15

Grade Seven

Draft 01/12

Sample 10 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This sample is a response to the novel The Hobbit, focusing on the character of Bilbo Baggins, from the perspective of
one of the other characters. It is written as a letter. There is little introduction, and the author assumes a lot of background
knowledge on the part of the reader. This is, perhaps, not the best genre choice for sharing this information, however the content
is clear. The word choice is strong, but there is not much voice in the piece. Technically, it is well-written.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric
ric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Content clearly conveyed
- Supporting details enhance the piece
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details
- Writing follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses interesting language to clearly convey information
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct punctuation
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning

16

Draft 01/12

Sample 1

17

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 1 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This is a thank-you letter. It follows the correct format of a friendly letter, although it does not have a return address
on it (date and address were removed). The beginning of the letter introduces the author and the purpose of the letter. Further
details add to the piece. This letter has strong voice and the message is clear, perhaps because the author has a sense of purpose
for writing. There is a summary statement at the end that ties the piece together. There are some small convention errors, but
overall they do not impede meaning.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Conclusion may have an impact on reader
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Voice is evident
- Consistently uses correct capitalization

18

Draft 01/12

Sample 2 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This is a letter of complaint. It follows the correct organizational format for the genre, stating the complaint, giving
examples, and then suggesting a solution. The mechanics of the piece show some problems with sentence structure and punctuation, as well as proofreading for typos. The tone seems a bit excessive for a business owner, with all the exclamation marks.
APPROACHING STANDARDS
Rubric qualities:
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
19

Draft 01/12

Sample 3

20

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 3 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This is a letter of
complaint. It follows the correct
organizational format in layout
as well as in stating the complaint, giving the details, and
suggesting a solution. There are
some extraneous details (the
cousin’s wedding, the towels
after the shower) that do not
add to the piece, but which do
make it more interesting to
read. It is also not clear if the
letter is going with the hairdryer
(hence the enclosure noted) or
if they will be shipped separately. There is an overuse of the
word “so” for transitions. While
technically correct, this piece
does not show the author’s
voice to advantage.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words

21

Draft 01/12

Sample 4

Grade Eight

22

Draft 01/12

Sample 4 (cont’d)

Grade Eight
Discussion: This is a
series of journal entries
in response to the novel
I Am a Taxi. It reflects
what the author has
learned from the book,
along with some opinions. The content is
quite clearly presented,
although it helps to have
background knowledge
about the book. The
writing follows a logical
sequence. The first entry serves as an introduction, giving some
context for the novel.
The next three detail
key events in the story
and add detail and some
personal opinion. The
last entry gives an outline of the end of the
novel, as well as an
opinion. There are some
sentence structure issues within the piece,
but not enough to really
impede the meaning.
There are also some
interesting word choices
(“oppositely”).
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
23

Draft 01/12

Sample 5

24

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 5 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample was written as an essay, but is more of a description piece. It has an interesting introduction that engages
the reader but does not give any information about the topic. The second paragraph does not fit with the rest of the piece; there
is no further discussion of mining exploration. If that paragraph is ignored, the rest is a good descriptive narrative. Once the topic
is introduced, the author moves into several paragraphs of content about the area being discussed. There is no conclusion, and
the piece ends suddenly. Aside from the organizational issues the content is good. It has good descriptions and the details make
the piece interesting. There is some good word choice. The author’s voice is strong, and generally the paragraph construction is
good. The sentence structures are general varied although fragment at the end needs to be reworked.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses clear and interesting language
- Sentences flow smoothly with a variety of structures and lengths
- Voice is evident
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words

25

Draft 01/12

Sample 6

26

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 6 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This is a “how to” piece, with lists and instructions. It uses bullets and phrases, as well as paragraphs. The layout on
the page enables the reader to follow the organization of the piece. There is an introduction, a list of materials, and then some
instruction. The conclusion uses another bulleted list. The introduction engages the reader’s interest, and the piece has strong
voice. There are a few errors in punctuation and a missing word, but for the most part, the piece is well written.
MEETING STANDARDS
Rubric qualities:

Rubric qualities (cont’d)

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses clear and interesting language
- Voice is evident

- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent
with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar
words

27

Draft 01/12

Sample 7

Grade Eight

Discussion: This is a response to the novel King Rat. It is an analysis of the main character and a reflection on why he was able
to act in the ways he did. Although the piece is only one paragraph, it is a succinct and strong piece of writing. The lead sentences introduce the context of the novel and the character. The body of the paragraph discusses the development of the
character throughout the novel, using the plot to create organizational structure. The word choice is sophisticated and precise, and the sentence structure is generally strong (one error in the use of a semi-colon).
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS
Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses clear and interesting language
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary
- Sentences flow smoothly with a variety of structures and lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
28

Rubric qualities (cont’d):
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and
ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling
conventions to familiar and
unfamiliar words

Draft 01/12

Sample 8

29

Grade Eight

Draft 01/12

Sample 8 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample is a letter of complaint and it follows the standard organizational format. The context is set up in the introduction, the complaint is laid out with supporting details, and then a suggestion for a solution is made. The content, although
likely fictitious, makes sense and is laid out clearly. The control of sentence structure does lapse in a couple of places, and there is
some missing punctuation. The request for the refund is made repeatedly, although slightly differently each time. This makes the
request lose some of its impact. The inclusion of contact information is an important feature. Word choice and voice are strong.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses clear and interesting language
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 9
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Grade Eight
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Sample 9 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample is a letter of complaint and it follows the standard organizational format. The context is set up in the introduction, the complaint is laid out with supporting details, and then a suggestion for a solution is made. The content, although
very likely fictitious, makes sense and is laid out clearly. There are a few lapses in the control of sentence structure, but for the
most part the piece is well organized and written. It shows good word choice and the author’s voice comes through clearly. The
contact information makes the conclusion stronger; the proposed solution (“a fair discount”) is a bit ambiguous, as is the suggestion that “it’s all going to be less difficult for you”. The topic is a bit quirky, but the author has done a good job with it.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Conclusion may have an impact on reader
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses clear and interesting language
- Sentences flow smoothly with a variety of structures and lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 1
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Sample 1 (cont’d)
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Sample 1 (cont’d)
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Grade Nine

Draft 01/12

Sample 1 (cont’d)
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Sample 1 (cont’d)
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Sample 1 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is a planning list and recipes for a party. While the original information may have been gathered from a
cookbook, it would appear that at least some of the writing and description is original (the instructions for the cake do not have
the same voice as the rest of the material). There are some issues with the formatting: the grocery list is inconsistent, with total
numbers being provided for the salad and spaghetti, and the need to multiply the cake ingredients by 200. As well, a number of
measurements seem to be off the mark. There is also the issue of mixing metric with Imperial measures. However, the recipe
instructions do follow a logical progression, and the descriptions are quite clear. There is no context set for the piece, nor is
there any conclusion.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Writing follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Follows format appropriate phrase structure
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
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Sample 2
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Sample 2 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample is a letter of complaint. It follows the general format for the genre, having an introduction to set the context of the letter, specific details about the complaint, and a suggestion for a solution. The introduction is vague about the context
of the complaint (no name, no date or time, and no particulars) and the two paragraphs detailing the complaints seem somehow
unconnected. The food complaints should have been dealt with at the restaurant. The public health issues raised in the second
paragraph are vague, and there are no supporting details. Finally, the suggestion for a solution only addresses the second set of
issues, and the final line “*I+ expect a response sooner or later” is ambiguous. However, the tone of the letter and the word choice
are consistent with the genre.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 3
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Sample 3 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is a
letter of complaint. It follows
the layout format for the
genre, and organizes the
information by setting the
context for the complaint,
giving details and particulars,
and then suggesting a solution. The context gives the
customers name and a general description of the complaint (“physical and emotional toll”) as well as when
and where the issue took
place. It gives further details
to support the complaint.
The details use precise and
effective to make the reader
understand. The sentence
structure in the piece is varied and keeps the reader
engaged.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly
- Voice is evident
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 4

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample
was written as a response
to the “Sword of Truth”
series of novels. It discusses the character development of one of the protagonists. The piece begins by
setting a context for the
character with some traits
and some major accomplishments. The second
paragraph goes deeper in
the character traits and
gives details and examples.
The conclusion is included
in the second paragraph; it
should probably been a
new paragraph to give it a
bit more development.
The final line has impact,
but needs something more
in the way of summation.
The word choice in this
piece is strong and the
author’s voice comes
through.
MEETING STANDARDS
Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 5 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is written as an open letter to the leadership of the North and Canada, likely for publication in the media. The letter starts by setting a context for the concern, then goes on to give details and examples to support the key ideas.
There are a number of statistics given with no sources cited. The author uses varied sentence lengths and structures to clarify
points or to add additional impact. The use of questioning in the conclusion is very effective. The author has made good word
choices and the voice is very clear.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader
- Follows organizational structure of specific format
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 6 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This is a response to the novel The Giver; the author has written an alternate ending to the piece. The author has
sustained the original context of the story and used the original ending as a starting point for this one. The style and flow of the
piece match with the original. The small arc of plot development (the sled slowing down, the half-remembered music, the snow
pile, and the welcoming family) is well done, with a balance of action and descriptive detail. The conclusion, with its reference
back to another character in the book, is effective. There is voice in the piece, but it is modulated to try to be consistent with the
original author’s. It strikes a good tone that way. Word choice and sentence structure are effective and consistent.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Topic is focused and maintained
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece
- Introduction establishes key ideas
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 1

Grade Seven

Discussion: This is a pattern poem (based on a template) using similes and human senses to describe feelings of pleasure. The
descriptors are all familiar things and sensations. Although it is technically correct, there is nothing about it that makes you
want to read more. It does not engage the reader or make the reader think about the topic; it has no clear voice.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Uses personal feelings to develop the image
- Uses familiar text structure
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words

Sample 2

Discussion: This is a pattern poem (based on a template), using a three
line sentence starter (I am from…) and then a descriptive phrase. The
imagery is all related to nature. There is no overriding theme in the
piece, but all of the images stay on the topic of Newfoundland. There are
some good phrases (“hard solid stones”, “splashes out of the open water”) but most of the imagery is basic. It does, however, give you an impression of the East Coast and there is voice in the piece. There are several convention errors that do detract from the overall impression.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image
- Uses memories to develop the image
- Uses familiar text structure
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Voice is evident
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Sample 3

Grade Seven

Discussion: This is a pattern poem
(based on a template), using a three
line sentence starter (I am from…)
and then a descriptive phrase. The
piece is enhanced by the repetitive
action verb (ending in –ing) at the end
of each line. The first seven lines all
share a rhythm and structure that is
appealing and provides strong images. The final line, with its repetition of
“far away, far away, far away” provides a nice conclusion. The line before that (I am from a place, where
Noah’s Ark landed) provides a geographical location that fits with the
previous descriptors, but doesn’t follow the rhythm and doesn’t seem to
fit well. Further revision of those last
two lines would benefit the piece.
This piece has voice.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image
- Uses memories to develop the image
- Uses familiar text structure
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses language to create specific
effects
- Voice is evident
- Writing evokes a feeling or response
in the reader
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions
to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 4

Grade Seven

Discussion: The sample is written in rhyming couplets, but for the most part the rhyme isn’t forced, and so the first thing the
reader focuses on is the message in the writing. The imagery provided by the phrases “started up”, “can’t keep up”, “comes
up”, and “go to bed” engages the reader and reaffirms the positive and negative things that are occurring in the poem and
build towards a climax at the end. The line breaks, and having the word “dead” by itself at the transition point, are very effective.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing presents a clear message or personal opinions
- Uses social issues and personal feelings to develop the message
- Uses familiar text structures including rhyme and rhythm
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary related to topic and chosen for its connotation
- Uses language to create specific effects
- Voice is evident
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 5

Grade Seven

Discussion: This sample is a set of rhyming couplets. The pattern is consistent (four beats per line) except for the fourth set.
This might be an intentional change on the part of the author, but it is not particularly effective. While the poem is cute, there
is not a lot to engage the reader. The images are not particularly strong, and there is no real message. Technically, it’s well
done, but it lacks voice. It does , however, have a consistent light-hearted tone that matches well with the rhythm and the
topic.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Uses familiar text structure (rhyme)
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the topic
- Tone is easy to describe
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 6

Grade Seven

Discussion: This sample is
written in free verse. It
uses line breaks effectively
to move the poem forward, along with imagery
in words like “soar” and
“swoop”. The word choice
is good. The poem has
voice and engages the
reader.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image
- Uses facts and observations to develop the image
- Uses familiar text structure (free verse)
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses language to create specific effects
- Voice is evident
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 7
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Sample 7 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Discussion: This sample does not follow a standard template or text structure. The stanzas vary in length, but have a
unifying quality in the rhyme and imagery that makes the poem seem consistent. The reader is engaged; there is lots
of voice evident. Word choice is strong and phrases such as “mischief, murder, and sorrow” develop the tone of the
poem as well as helping it to move forward. The life string connects the stanzas and keeps the poem focused. There
are a few clichés (“Death’s cold hand”), but for the most part the imagery is sophisticated. The circular nature of the
piece, changing “wonder” for “know” gives it a mature viewpoint for a student author.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image
- Uses personal feelings and observations to develop the image
- Uses familiar text structures (rhyme, stanzas)
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary related to topic and chosen for its connotation
- Uses language to create specific effects
- Voice is evident
- Creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the topic, using organization of ideas and formatting
- Tone is easy to describe
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Errors do not interfere with communication
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Grade Eight

Sample 1

Discussion: This is a pattern poem (based on a template), using a
three line sentence starter (I am
from…) and then a descriptive
phrase. The descriptive phrases
do not follow any particular
pattern, but they do build some
nice imagery. There is no overriding theme in the phrases, other
than they all relate to aspects of
the prairies. The last line changes
the pattern and brings closure to
the piece. The author’s voice
comes through.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image
- Uses memories to develop
the image
- Uses familiar text structure
- Word choice is appropriate
for intended audience
- Voice is evident
- Writing evokes a feeling or
response in the reader
- Errors do not interfere with
communication
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Sample 2

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample does not follow a set format or template even though it says it is an ode; there is some rhyme and
some approximated rhyme but no specific stanza arrangement. Some of the images are not consistent with the topic
(“glistening red angels”, “dancing in the sky”). It may be that in an effort to force some of the rhymes, some of the imagery
suffered. There is a sense of voice (or conviction), and attempt to set a tone of awe and wonder.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Uses personal feelings and beliefs to develop the image
- Uses familiar text structure (rhyme)
- Voice is evident
- Creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the topic
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 3
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Sample 3 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample is written in free verse. It does an excellent job of creating the image of the ups and downs of a teenager’s
life through the contrasting imagery it uses. The author’s voice comes though clearly. The tone is dark, but optimistic at the same
time. Each section clearly and easily transitions into the next. The combinations of phrases work together to move the piece forward, and the ending , with all its questions and commentary, is exactly right for the piece. There are some convention errors in
the piece (punctuation and capital letters) that could probably be fixed with proofreading, but they not impede meaning significantly.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image and strong feelings, and presents personal opinions
- Uses social issues and personal feelings to develop the image
- Uses familiar text structure (free verse)
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses language to create specific effects
- Voice is evident
- Creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the topic
- Tone is easy to describe
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
- Errors do not interfere with communication
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Grade Eight

Sample 4

Discussion: This sample is written in free verse.
It uses a parallel construction (three stanzas for
yesterday and three for today), and matches
them loosely for content. The images created
by the similes and descriptors are clear and
compelling.. The author’s voice comes through
clearly; the tone is one of sadness and disappointment. It sounds somewhat dramatic, but
is true to middle school passion.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image and strong feelings,
and presents personal opinions
- Uses social issues and personal feelings to
develop the image
- Uses familiar text structure (free verse)
- Word choice is appropriate for intended
audience
- Uses language to create specific effects
- Voice is evident
- Creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions
consistent with the topic
- Tone is easy to describe
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the
reader
- Errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 5
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Sample 5 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample is written in free verse. It uses the PowerPoint slides to create line breaks. The lines are short and
choppy, mimicking the rhythm of running. The images are clear, although the word choice is not particularly strong. There are
some cliché lines (“till your bones break”, “till your muscles give out”), but the piece conjures up many of the images seen at
the Olympics or in advertisements for running gear. The blank screens, with only the words and to the image of blocking every
else out and pushing on, are effective.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image
- Uses personal feelings and memories to develop the image
- Uses familiar text structure (free verse)
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Voice is evident
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 6

Grade Eight
Description: This sample uses
stanza structure and rhyme
(abab for the first two stanzas
and abcbdd for the last). The
imagery depends on the word
choice; there is little help from
the format choice. Words like
“soar”, “glide”, and “swoop”
bring a lightness to the piece
that contrasts well with the
final stanza. The poem ends
on a positive note, although
the effort to create rhyme
there makes it sound a bit
contrived.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image
- Uses personal feelings develop the image
- Follows “rules” of chosen poetic form; may be somewhat contrived
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Voice is evident
- Creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the topic
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Grade Eight

Sample 7

Discussion: This is a pattern poem
(based on a template), using a three
line sentence starter (I am from…)
and then a descriptive phrase.
What takes it beyond an ordinary
template poem is the incredible
amount of voice in the piece, and
the careful and specific images created by the descriptive phrases
(“where everything can be missed
in the blink of an eye”, “where I
would climb trees and pick red, ripe,
cherries, “where I made memories
that can’t be replaced”). There are
some small ESL errors (“with welcomings to visitors”, “grandma’s
packed backyard”) that add to the
tone created by an author who
misses his homeland. Centering the
piece adds balanced white space to
the page and makes the line breaks
stand out.
EXCELLING AT MEETING
STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes strong feelings
- Uses familiar text structure
- Word choice is appropriate for
intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary related
to topic and chosen for its connotation
- Uses language to create specific
effects
- Voice is evident
- Creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the
topic
- Tone is easy to describe
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Errors do not interfere with
communication
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Sample 8

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes strong feelings
- Uses familiar text structure (free verse)
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary related to topic and chosen for its connotation
- Uses language to create specific effects
- Voice is evident
- Creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the topic
- Tone is easy to describe
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Errors do not interfere with communication
17

Grade Eight

Discussion: Although
written in free verse,
this piece seems to capture a sense of structure. The line breaks are
well placed, giving emphasis to powerful images, and help to move the
poem quickly along to
its conclusion. The topic
is a weighty one; there
is the sense of a strong
voice and passion in this
piece. There are some
places where the word
choice is incorrect
(“whom bring great danger”) or unclear (“tis
their doing of our corrupt society”, “filling our
minds of slanderous
murder”, “the chain in
which we are trying to
break”), but we seem
able to make sense of
what is being given. The
King/Emperor switch at
the end is a bit odd, as
well. The title is interesting; it is not clear if
the poem itself is nameless, or if the narrator is.
Overall, however, the
piece has power and
reflects a tone of social
awareness and a call to
action that the images
support
EXCELLING AT
MEETING STANDARDS

Draft 01/12

Sample 1

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is written in
free verse. It has a strong author’s
voice (although perhaps a bit overdramatic - “today is my last
chance”) and some interesting
word choices (“Today I’m done saving all these sorrys for myself when
I could share”). The image created
by that statement is powerful. The
reader is engaged by the original
question (“How can you say it so
easy”). The pace falters on the next
line, but then picks up again. Unfortunately, the last line is a bit of a let
-down, as it doesn’t seem to bring
appropriate closure. Revision might
help to make this an even better
piece.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image /message
- Uses personal feelings to develop
the image/message
- Uses familiar text structure (free
verse)
- Word choice is appropriate for
intended audience
- Uses language to create specific
effects
- Voice is evident
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 2

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is written in rhyming couplets; apparently in response to a teacher who told the author that something
had to written! The rhyme is a bit forced and it throws off the cadence of the piece. It also seems likely that “homeword” is either “homework” (which would fit with the “nerds” idea), or “homeward” to get busy playing on Call of Duty. Because the poem doesn’t really create any images or message (other than that of a student who doesn’t like poetry), it’s hard to decide. If
“they” refers to the nerds, it could be interpreted one way, and if “they” is the poems, then another. The poem is clever enough
to engage the reader, but then it is finished and there’s nothing lasting from it.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Follows “rules” of chosen poetic form; may be somewhat contrived
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Voice is evident
- Tone is easy to describe
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Grade Nine

Sample 3

Discussion: Although this is titled
an ode, it does not follow the format for that kind of poem. This is
written in free verse and is more
of a “small moment” story. The
topic, thermal socks, is a rather
mundane one, but the author
does it justice. The descriptors are
well done, and one can almost
feel the comfort of having warm
socks on Christmas morning! The
imagery is well done, and the
word choice is interesting. The
author’s voice comes through
clearly.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image
- Uses memories and personal
feelings to develop the image
- Uses familiar text structure (free
verse)
- Word choice is appropriate for
intended audience
- Uses language to create specific
effects
- Voice is evident
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar
words
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Sample 4

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is written in free verse and captures a small moment in the author’s past. It creates an image of carefree happiness as well as a sense that life is no longer so carefree. While the imagery is positive, the tone seems to be one of
regret. The word choice is quite basic, but is put together in a way that is powerful. The author’s voice comes through clearly.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image
- Uses personal feelings and memories to develop the image
- Uses familiar text (free verse)
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Voice is evident
- Creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the topic
- Tone is easy to describe
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 5

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample
uses free verse in stanzas
to reflect on heroism. The
four different personas
represented come through
clearly in each short stanza.
The structure and the descriptors do an excellent
job at creating the four
separate images. Some of
the lines are a bit cliché
“Glory is mine”, “Doesn’t
matter who you are”, but
they ring true nonetheless.
It’s not clear that it’s the
author’s voice coming
through, but there is definitely a different tone or
voice for each character.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image
- Uses personal feelings to
develop the image
- Uses familiar text structure (stanzas and free
verse)
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses language to create
specific effects
- Voice is evident
- Writing evokes a feeling
or response in the reader
- Applies Canadian spelling
conventions to familiar and
unfamiliar words
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Sample 6

Grade Nine

Discussion: This is a concrete poem (also known as a shape poem), where part of the image created is done by working the
text into something related to the topic, which is travel. The piece works well. There are strong visual images from the
word choice as well as from the graphic. In some ways, it reads a bit like a travel brochure, as some of the statements are
somewhat trite (“open your eyes”, “see the world”), but, like a found poem, they all work together. The associated meaning of many of those statements strike a chord with fellow travelers.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image
- Uses personal memories and observations to develop the image
- Follows “rules” of chosen poetic form; may be somewhat contrived
- Uses familiar text structure (shape poem)
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary related to topic and chosen for its connotation
- Creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the topic.
- Tone is easy to describe
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 8

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is written in free
verse. It is a descriptive piece that takes the
point of view of a tree. There is strong voice
in the poem, and vivid imagery. The word
choice is rich and the parallel to humans is
sustained through the piece.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image
- Uses facts and personal feelings to develop the image
- Uses familiar text structure
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary related to topic and chosen for its connotation
- Uses language to create specific effects
- Voice is evident
- Creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the topic
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 7

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is written in free verse. It deals with the theme of loss and sorrow. Even though the cause of the sorrow
is not identified, the imagery created is enough for the reader to feel the author’s hurt and pain. The word choice and similes create clear images both visual and emotionally. The final line shows a great maturity on the part of the author to recognize the
difference.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Writing focuses on a topic
- Writing evokes an image and strong feelings
- Uses personal feelings to develop the image
- Uses familiar text structure (free verse)
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary related to topic and chosen for its connotation
- Uses language to create specific effects
- Voice is evident
- Creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the topic
- Tone is easy to describe
- Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
25
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Grade Seven

Sample 1

Discussion:
This piece is written as a memoir, telling a story
from the author’s past. It shows some effort at using descriptive language. The sentence structure is
weak, with lots of sentence fragments, but the ideas are still reasonably clear. There is repetition
(But…, It was so…) that makes the piece sound less
cohesive, however it still has evidence of the author’s voice. The piece is structurally weak for
grade 7 and would benefit from editing and revision to make it more cohesive.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience/
purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information
for the
story
Context
- (background information) is used to stage
the story
problem
- Middle develops plot
- rising actions/events are selected to move
the plot
forward to a logical resolution
- establishes connections among actions/
events
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses descriptive and figurative language to convey ideas
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/
emotions consistent with story/characters
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct punctuation
- End punctuation
- Commas, apostrophes, semi-colons,
quotation marks
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning
1
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Sample 2

Grade Seven

Discussion:
This sample has a basic story
plan, with a brief introduction, a
story problem that is sustained
through the story, and a brief
ending. The story is organized
into paragraphs, and flows well.
Each transitions quite well into
the next. There are specific details, although they do not necessarily move the plot forward
and are not consistent (cut leg in
the middle became a sprained
wrist at the end) The main character is consistent, but the minor
ones are vague (someone heard
her… it was a policeman … her
mom was there). The word
choice is basic, with very little
descriptive detail. The sentence
structure is simple, but generally
correct. Longer sentences are
less well controlled. Conventions
are also generally correct.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose
- Integrates story problem into story context
- Context and characters are developed and main characters are sustained throughout story
- Beginning of story establishes key information for the story
Context
- (background information) is used to stage the
story problem
- problem,
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Writing is organized in paragraphs; opening paragraph may be better developed than conclusion and body of story may be one
or two long paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct punctuation
- End punctuation
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning
2
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Grade Seven

Sample 3

Discussion:
This piece has interesting content that holds the reader’s
attention. The introduction provides background (arguing
siblings) and sets up the story problem. The middle carries
the action forward to the ending, which neatly ties up the
story. The dialogue adds interest and the voice in it is evident.
The piece has a variety of sentence lengths, and the dialogue
uses different sentence types. The word choice is effective,
and brings voice to the piece. The major issue with this piece
is the lack of formatting into paragraphs, including the dialogue. This lack does make the piece difficult to follow in
some places. However, the overall effect of the piece is good.
MEETING STANDARDS

3
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Sample 3 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Integrates story problem into story context
- Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- Context and characters are developed and main characters are sustained throughout story
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information for the story
- context (background information) is used to stage the
story problem
- characters *main and minor+,
- setting *time/place+,
- problem,
Middle develops plot
- rising actions/events are selected to move the
plot forward to a logical resolution
- establishes connections among actions/events
Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves
the story problem
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with story/characters
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct punctuation
- End punctuation

4

Draft 10/11

Sample 4

Grade Seven
Discussion: This sample is realistic fiction, told
from the author’s perspective. It has a reasonable story problem of the dog not eating or
drinking, and an attempt to solve it. It has lots
of descriptive detail, but very little of it is connected to the actual plot and story problem
(the hair colour, bedding, and golden light
coming from Wal-Mart). While technically
good, the piece does not flow well because the
descriptions are not relevant to the actual story and do not help to move the plot forward.
The sentences structure and organization of
the piece are good.
MEETING STANDARDS

- Content is developed for a specific audience/
purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Integrates story problem into story context
- Beginning of story establishes key information
for the story
- context (background information) is
used
to stage the story problem
- characters *main and minor+,
- setting *time/place+,
- problem,
Middle develops plot
- rising actions/events are selected to
move the plot forward to a logical
resolution
- establishes connections among
actions/events
Ending is connected to actions/events and
resolves the story problem
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/
emotions consistent with story/characters
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct punctuation
- End punctuation
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not
significantly impede meaning

5

Draft 10/11

Sample 5

Grade Seven

Discussion: This piece attempts to use a medieval
setting to make the story a legend. The beginning creates a context of a Knight seeking a dragon to steal its
treasure because his town is poor. That context is not
sustained, as at the end he is stealing the treasure and
slaying the dragon for the King. The middle of the story
tends to be quite superficial (fighting off demons and
other sorts of monsters), then details the troll and the
riddle, which doesn’t really have an established connection to the story. The ending, while solving the problem
of getting the treasure, is also rather vague. The Knight
takes the gold to the castle and walks off. The character
is not consistently developed through the story. The
tone is consistent with the context for the piece; voice is
not particularly well developed. Conventions (especially
in using dialogue) need some work.
MEETING STANDARDS

6
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Sample 5 (cont’d)

Grade Seven

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Integrates story problem into story context
- Integrates ideas from different sources into fictional account
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information for the story
- context (background information) is used to stage the story problem
- characters *main and minor+,
- setting *time/place+,
- problem,
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Writing is organized in paragraphs; opening paragraph may be better developed than conclusion and body of story may be one
or two long paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses descriptive and figurative language to convey ideas
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with story/characters
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct punctuation
- end punctuation
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 6

Grade Seven
Discussion: This sample starts with an effective
hook and engages the reader’s attention. The author’s voice comes through quite clearly. But then
it begins to lose focus, and the details become unconnected to both what’s come before and the
remainder of the plot (“ history class is extremely
boring”, “Can I call you Steve?”, “that was the second time Stella told on me”). The questioning by
the principal makes sense, but then the dismissal of
the narrator doesn’t seem to (after admitting to
slapping another student). Parts of the piece are
clever (Stella Backforker) and it does show a good
author’s voice (you can hear a grade seven student
telling you most of this). However, there’s no real
cohesive idea that runs through the story. The story had potential, but it did not develop as well as it
might have. Technically, paragraphing and punctuation are handled well.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Integrates story problem into story context
- Dialogue and action work together to advance the
plot
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information for
the story
Context
- (background information) is used to stage the story
problem
- characters *main and minor+,
- setting *time/place+,
- problem
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions
consistent with story/characters
- Uses correct capitalization
- Uses correct punctuation (end punctuation, commas, quotation marks)
- Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 7

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Integrates story problem into story context
- Integrates ideas from different sources into fictional account
- Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- Context and characters are developed and main characters are sustained throughout
story
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information for the story
Context
- (background information) is used to stage the story problem
- characters *main and minor+,
- setting *time/place+,
- problem,
- Middle develops plot
- rising actions/events are selected to move the plot forward to a logical resolution
- establishes connections among actions/events
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses descriptive and figurative language to convey ideas
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
9

Grade Seven
Discussion: This piece starts out
well, setting the scene with some
interesting details and providing
the beginning to a story problem.
The details of the very white
snow and the talking snowman
are consistently maintained and
used to set up some suspense.
However, there’s no connection
made between why the family
wants to wait two days to kill the
snowman, and also why they
want to steal the snow (both new
elements in the story). The ending, therefore, connects to those
two points, but isn’t really connected to the rest of the story.
Perhaps the author was trying to
find a way to work in the idea of
some kind of undead snowman.
The descriptive details of building the snowman, as well as Bobo
melting are well done. Paragraphing is also correct, except
for the conversation in the opening paragraph. Punctuation
suffers there as well. The use of
upper-case for the mother’s voice
is effective.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities (cont’d)
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects
feelings/emotions consistent with
story/characters
- Use correct capitalization
- Uses correct end punctuation
- Spells most words correctly; errors do not impede meaning

Draft 10/11

Sample 8

Grade Seven
Discussion: This is a “small moment” story,
focusing on one incident in a class. The author
provides plenty of detail to set the context for
the event, and gives us a solid description of
the problem (her shyness) and the actions leading up to her scream. The sequencing is well
connected and the piece follows a logical plot
line. The author’s voice comes through clearly
and the descriptive language makes the details
ring true. There are some noticeable errors in
conventions (spelling, punctuation, missing
words, and a skip from first to third person)
that detract from the clarity, and editing would
make a difference to this piece. There are also
errors in paragraphing, particularly in the use
of quotation marks. Still the content and overall organization make this an excellent sample.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

Rubric qualities (cont’d)
- Uses precise vocabulary according to context
- Uses descriptive and figurative language to convey ideas
- Uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with
story/characters
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- Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Integrates story problem into story context
- Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- Context and characters are developed and
main characters are sustained throughout
story
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information for the story
Context
- (background information) is used to stage
the story problem
- characters *main and minor+,
- setting *time/place+,
- problem,
- Middle develops plot
- rising actions/events are selected to
move the plot forward to a logical resolution
- establishes connections among actions/
events
- Ending is connected to actions/events and
resolves the story problem
- Word choice is appropriate for intended
audience

Draft 10/11

Sample 1

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample is a contemporary narrative with the author drawing on her own prior knowledge and experience to tell a story. The theme is familiar (young people unfairly judged as a group because of the mistakes of a few and
their ability to change the community’s perceptions), and there are not a lot of original ideas or details in the piece. However, the connections between characters, setting, and problem are established and maintained, and the plot does move
forward. The middle of the piece lacks some depth—there seems to a lot of admiration for one evening of litter clean-up.
It may be that the author was in a hurry to complete the piece, or that the details were not clearly planned. There is a
certain amount of disconnect between the middle and the ending. There is some difficulty in maintaining the tense of
the piece, as it switched from being told in past to being told in present. The conventions around quotations marks are
also not applied.
APPROACHING STANDARDS
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Sample 1 (cont’d)

Grade Eight
- content generates reader’s interest
- content is clearly conveyed
- story problem integrated into story content
- dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- context and characters are developed and sustained
throughout the story
- beginning of story establishes key information
- effective introduction
- setting (time/place)
- characters (main/minor)
- problem
- writing is organized in paragraphs
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary
- uses effective descriptions
- consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
- voice is evident
- consistently uses correct capitalization
- eliminates unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
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Sample 2

Grade Eight
This piece is an attempt to write from a different point of
view, likely using second hand sources (books, tv shows
and movies) to provide the details. The beginning is well
set up and brings an edginess in tone that goes well with
the piece. The details are well done, and believable. The
punctuation gets confusing (quotation marks for conversation as well as offsetting names in the same sentences)
and makes the piece more difficult to read, as does the
centering of all the text. In the middle of the piece, there’s
a sense that the Monster character has some empathy for
the narrator, but then that seems to change after the
narrator gets bashed on the head. The connections
amongst the characters is not always clearly maintained.
The ending is partially effective. The details are not as
clear; while the message is about the futility of leaving a
gang is there, it’s not as believable (just pack up an move
to a new town?). There are also significant sentence structure control issues, along with grammar and spelling errors that sometimes make the piece difficult to follow.
Basic editing and revision could really improve this piece.
APPROACHING STANDARDS
- content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a
specific audience/purpose
- content generates reader’s interest
- story problem integrated into story content
- dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- includes supporting details
- beginning of story establishes key information
- effective introduction
- setting (time/place)
- characters (main/minor)
- problem
- middle develops plot
- rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a logical climax or resolution
- ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the
story problem
- writing is organized in paragraphs
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- voice is evident
- writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
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Sample 3

Grade Eight
Discussion: This piece is written as a folktale or pourquoi
story to explain why the sky is blue. It’s a variation on the
Creation myth. The scientific facts aren’t necessarily well
connected (we go from being dime-sized to the size of a
sun), and the combination of being a little confused and
agonizing over the choice to make is also a little unclear.
However, this piece does have lots of good, strong descriptive words , and some interesting sentence structure. There
is paragraphing to help organize the piece (although it’s not
always clear) and the quotation marks are generally used
correctly (more so at the beginning than at the end). The
middle lacks enough action and detail to make it seem to
move the piece forward much. The connection between the
extra water from the earth and the blue of the sky is not
clearly made, and the conclusion seems weak as a result.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

- content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a
specific audience/purpose
- content generates reader’s interest
- story problem integrated into story content
- dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- context and characters are developed and sustained
throughout the story
- includes supporting details
- beginning of story establishes key information
- effective introduction
- setting (time/place)
- characters (main/minor)
- problem
- ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the
story problem
- writing is organized in paragraphs
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses effective descriptions
- uses figurative language to enhance writing
- uses varied sentence lengths to create effects
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Sample 4
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Grade Eight

Draft 10/11

Sample 4 (cont’d)
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Grade Eight
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Sample 4 (cont’d)

Grade 8

Discussion: This sample presents an interesting compilation piece of Snow White and Red Riding Hood (the Easter Bunny doesn’t
appear until the very end, and to no apparent purpose). It may be to this unusual combination of characters that the author is
referring when titling the story “Madi STYLE”. Or it may not. It’s not particularly clear what Madi style is supposed to refer to, nor
is the abbreviation ft used clearly. None of the usual options for that combination of letters seems to fit in this piece. All of that
aside, the author does quite a good job of combining the two fairly tales together, although there is some coherence lost when
Little Red Riding Hood is suddenly living with her grandmother and making cookies for her stepmother who lives at the castle ,
and that Snow White is her step-sister. Despite these somewhat unexpected turns, the piece is interesting and uses some clever
plot twists to keep the reader engaged. There are a few minor flaws with sentence structure and spelling, but generally the piece
is easy to read.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- content generates reader’s interest
- content is clearly conveyed
- story problem integrated into story content
- dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- includes supporting details
- beginning of story establishes key information
- effective introduction
- setting (time/place)
- characters (main/minor)
- problem
- middle develops plot
- rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a logical climax or resolution
- establishes connections among actions/events (cause and effect, compare and contrast)
- ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- writing is organized in paragraphs
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses effective descriptions
- uses figurative language to enhance writing
- voice is evident
- writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
- consistently uses correct capitalization
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Sample 5

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample sounds like a real event. The piece has
some good word choice and descriptive detail to start. The middle brings more descriptive detail and interest. Unfortunately,
the conclusion seems rushed and somewhat forced, as though
time had run out and the author needed to get it finished. The
piece is well-organized, and the headings help to give a sense of
the passage of time. The writing seems to promise a lot, but
does not deliver. The reader is left with a sense of incompleteness with the piece. There are convention errors throughout the
writing (spelling, punctuation and paragraphing), but they do
not interfere with being able to understand the writing.
MEETING STANDARDS
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Sample 5 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Rubric qualities:
- content generates reader’s interest
- content is clearly conveyed
- story problem integrated into story content
- dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- context and characters are developed and sustained throughout the story
- includes supporting details
- beginning of story establishes key information
- effective introduction
- setting (time/place)
- characters (main/minor)
- problem
- middle develops plot
- rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a logical climax or resolution
- establishes connections among actions/events (cause and effect, compare and contrast)
- writing is organized in paragraphs
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary
- uses effective descriptions
- uses figurative language to enhance writing
- consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
- uses varied sentence lengths to create effects
- voice is evident
- writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
- consistently uses correct capitalization
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Sample 6
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Grade Eight
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Sample 6 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample shows a basic narrative plot. The author has included lots of details, but not all of them add to the story or
enhance the meaning. The piece is uneven in quality; there are some elements that work well such as descriptive phrases
(“whipped right back around”, “the King and Queen were devastated”), but the use of descriptive language is not consistent. The
connections between characters and actions are not sustained throughout the story.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- story problem integrated into story content
- includes supporting details
- beginning of story establishes key information
- characters (main/minor)
- problem
- middle develops plot
- rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a logical climax or resolution
- ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- writing is organized in paragraphs
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses effective descriptions
- uses figurative language to enhance writing
- uses varied sentence lengths to create effects
- voice is evident
21
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Sample 7
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Sample 7 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample is an adaptation of part of the Gryphon myth; it follows the familiar story but adds a number of extra
details (“it grabbed one and ripped him to shreds”, “picking off people like flies”). The piece has a weak introduction and moves
very quickly into the middle action. There are no characters other than the griffen, so there are few connections to maintain
through the piece. The connection between the middle of the story and the ending is not well defined. There are some good examples of descriptive language, but it is not consistent. The piece is written as one paragraph; although the spelling is good, there
are punctuation and formatting errors that make the piece hard to follow in spots.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- content generates reader’s interest
- content is clearly conveyed
- includes supporting details
- beginning of story establishes key information
- setting (time/place)
- middle develops plot
- rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a logical climax or resolution
- ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses effective descriptions
- uses figurative language to enhance writing
- voice is evident
- writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
- applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 8
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Grade Eight
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Sample 8 (cont’d)
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Grade Eight
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Sample 8 (cont’d)
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Sample 8 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample uses some specific formatting choices that add interest and realism to the piece, as well as a strong sense
of voice. There is no title and the introduction starts with an action sequence to set the context before giving background information in the next paragraph. The context is somewhat contrived and doesn’t really add much to the piece, other than the explanation for why the main character has been the team’s water boy. The contrast between the journal entries and the narrative
(especially sentence length and structure) keep the piece interesting. The language, though graphic at points, is well-suited to the
piece, and adds depth to the content. The vocabulary in the descriptions of the soccer game is very specific, as are the coaching
sequences. The inconsistent use of quotation marks in the piece sometimes interferes with the meaning and slows down the reader. The soccer sequences and follow-up generally flow well and make sense in the context established in the introduction. However, the conclusion dealing with the basketball tryouts does not seem to be clearly connected to the rest of the piece, other than the
mention of the water boy. With no explanation, it is not clear why he is automatically being made the water boy. The connections
made earlier in the piece between the characters and the action are not maintained through the ending.
MEETING STANDARDS
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Sample 8 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Rubric qualities:
- content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- content generates reader’s interest
- story problem integrated into story content
- dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- includes supporting details
- beginning of story establishes key information
- effective introduction
- setting (time/place)
- characters (main/minor)
- problem
- middle develops plot
- rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a logical climax or resolution
- ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- writing is organized in paragraphs
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary
- uses effective descriptions
- uses figurative language to enhance writing
- consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
- uses varied sentence lengths to create effects
- voice is evident
- writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
- eliminates unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
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Sample 9
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Grade Eight
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Sample 9 (cont’d)
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Sample 9 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample is written as a legend and follows that format. The language is simple but generally precise , although
there are some lapses (“animals parts like fur, brains, and feathers”). The introduction sets up the context and setting; the middle carries the action forward; and the conclusion combines a logical ending with a Dene Law to complete the legend. Although
the piece is technically well done, there is very little voice evident.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- content generates reader’s interest
- content is clearly conveyed
- story problem integrated into story content
- includes supporting details
- beginning of story establishes key information
- effective introduction
- setting (time/place)
- problem
- middle develops plot
- rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a logical climax or resolution
- ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- writing is organized in paragraphs
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary
- uses effective descriptions
- uses figurative language to enhance writing
- consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
- uses varied sentence lengths to create effects
- writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
- consistently uses correct capitalization
- consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- eliminates unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
31

Draft 10/11

Sample 10
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Grade Eight
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Sample 10 (cont’d)
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Sample 10 (cont’d)
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Sample 10 (cont’d)
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Sample 10 (cont’d)

Grade Eight
Discussion: This piece borrows heavily from Lord of
the Rings online gaming and the Battle for Middle
Earth for characters and some plot elements. However, it is well written and provides an interesting point
of view for the reader. The piece has strong voice, precise and effective descriptions, and some interesting
comments that seem to be directed specifically to the
reader (it gave him helmet hair). The variety in sentence types and lengths keep the reader engaged, and
add impact to the story (The siege of Mormond Castle
was in its twelfth day. And they did, many times.). The
beginning of the piece sets up time and place, as well
as the problem. In the middle, despite it being a list of
battle strategies, the writing hangs together coherently. The ending is well written, pulling the piece to a
strong conclusion and tying it back to the title and the
beginning of the story. There are still errors in spelling ,
but generally the piece has quite good conventions,
given its length.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Story problem integrated into story content
- Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- Context and characters are developed and sustained throughout the story
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
- Setting (time/place)
- Characters (main/minor)
-Problem
- Middle develops plot
- Rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a logical climax or resolution
- Establishes connections among actions/events (cause and effect, compare and contrast)
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Effective conclusions
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary
- Uses effective descriptions
- Uses figurative language to enhance writing
- Consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths to create effects
- voice is evident
- writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters - consistently uses correct capitalization
- consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- eliminates unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
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Sample 11

37

Grade Eight

Draft 10/11

Sample 11 (cont’d)

Grade Eight

Discussion: This sample is written to appear as though its part of a larger work. Thus, the introduction is fairly broad, but
there is only a single event in middle of the piece, and then an ending that ties up the specific problem but leaves room
for further exploration of the story. It is well done; the introduction gives rise to many questions, and the middle starts
the larger story well. It certainly engages the reader’s interest, and the author’s voice is strong. There is precise language
in the piece (the wolves “chuffing”, being “betrothed”) and good descriptive detail. The tone sustained through the
piece makes it sound very much like part of a larger story. There are some minor convention errors in the piece, but they
do not interfere with the clarity or the flow.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS
Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Story problem integrated into story content
- Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- Context and characters are developed and sustained throughout the story
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
- Setting (time/place)
- Characters (main/minor)
- Problem
- Middle develops plot
- Rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a logical climax or resolution
- Establishes connections among actions/events (cause and effect, compare and contrast)
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary
- Uses effective descriptions
- Uses figurative language to enhance writing structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths to create effects
- voice is evident
- writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
- consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
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Sample 1

Grade Nine

Discussion: This is a pourquoi tale, written to explain a natural phenomenon. The beginning sets up a reason for the tale (the
king wanting to know about his daughter), the middle details how the king was going about solving his problem, and then the
ending explains how the king’s singular quest was spread to all girls in the kingdom. There are some places where the parts of
the story do not connect really well (the premise of needing to know how his daughter felt isn’t clear), and the details do not
always seem to fit (the incorporation of traditional first nations elements such as cranberries and the raven does not seem consistent with princesses and fairy dust). However, the connection between the cranberries, a girl’s feelings around a boy she likes
and blushing work together, and the ending makes sense. There are some grammar errors (“the beautifulest”, “had hid her feelings”) that detract from the flow of the story, but otherwise the conventions are good.
APPROACHING STANDARDS
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Sample 1 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
- Setting (time/place)
- Characters (main/minor)
- Problem
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
- Voice is evident
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures

Sample 2
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Sample 2 (cont’d)
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Sample 2 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample tells a story in first person; the narrator has been in an accident and has to go to court. The introduction
to the piece is well done. It engages the reader and sets the tone for the events that might follow. However, once the author
gets into the middle of the piece, the story becomes a simple list of who did what. There isn’t the same effort to hold the reader’s interest, there are no major events, and nothing is really connected to the story. The reader is left to guess at who the characters are and what the motivation is for their actions. The ending tries to make a statement, to tie the piece together, but it is
not really clear what the author is trying to tell us. There are numerous spelling errors which do interfere with the flow of the
piece, as well as some punctuation and capitalization errors when using quotation marks. The sentence structure is clear, but
there is a lack of descriptive detail, particularly in the middle and end sections.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Story problem integrated into story content
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
- Setting (time/place)
- Characters (main/minor)
- Problem
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
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Sample 3

Grade Nine
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Sample 3 (cont’d)
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Sample 3 (cont’d)
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Sample 3 (cont’d)
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Sample 3 (cont’d)
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Sample 3 (cont’d)

Grade Nine
Discussion: This sample is written in
first person, like a memoir. It has a
basic, to-the-point introduction that
introduces the characters and the
setting. Although the problem isn’t
directly stated (the piece is more a
description of the situation, but it does
work towards a decisive point near the
end), the piece moves along developing the character and an understanding of his emotions. The paragraphing
shows the passage of time as well as
the changes in focus for the main character. There is an effort to provide
descriptive details, but the word
choice is quite basic. Still, the author’s
voice comes through in the writing,
and it does sound like a middle-aged
man wrote the piece. There are some
errors in conventions, but they do not
interfere significantly with understanding of the piece.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Context and characters are developed and sustained throughout the story
- Characters are developed through their words and actions
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
- Setting (time/place)
- Characters (main/minor)
- Middle develops plot
- Rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a believable climax
- Establishes connections among actions/events (cause and effect, compare and contrast)
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses varied sentence lengths to create effects
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
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Sample 4 (cont’d)
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Sample 4 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This piece is written as a story with a positive message. The author is writing to encourage others to share her
experience of success by believing in themselves. The introduction sets the context for the piece—losing her mother to cancer
and her mother’s final encouragement that she “believe in herself”. The middle of the plot and the ending are predictable, but
still quite well written. The actions in the middle move along quickly enough to keep the reader interested, with enough detail
to be believable. The ending, while predictable, does tie everything together and reiterates the message from the introduction.
There is good descriptive detail, and an effort is made to use a variety of sentence types and lengths. There is definitely voice
in the piece. There are minor convention errors but they do not interfere with the clarity and flow of the piece.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Story problem integrated into story content
- Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- Context and characters are developed and sustained throughout the story
- Characters are developed through their words and actions
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
- Setting (time/place)
- Characters (main/minor)
- Problem
- Middle develops plot
- Rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a believable climax
- Establishes connections among actions/events (cause and effect, compare and contrast)
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses effective descriptions
- Consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
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Grade Nine

Sample 5

Discussion: This is a cautionary
tale about the virtue of patience. The piece is well put
together and has good conventions, but it does not particularly engage the reader’s interest,
and the content seems flat.
There is very little voice in the
piece, even though the author
has used some good descriptive
words and phrases. While technically a good piece of writing, it
lacks the ability to make the
reader care about it.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to
enhance meaning and effect
for a specific audience/
purpose
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Characters are developed
through their words and actions
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
- Setting (time/place)
- Characters (main/minor)
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the
story problem

Rubric qualities (cont’d):
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary
- Consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
- Consistently uses correct capitalization- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
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Sample 6 (cont’d)
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Sample 6 (cont’d)
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Sample 6 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This is a personal memoir. It has a lot of voice and generally engages the reader well. The author brings a lot of passion
to the piece. Although there are places where the content is sometimes hard to follow (when making the decision to travel to Ontario, for example), it is certainly possible to follow the thread of the story and the thoughts of the narrator. The inward selfanalysis gives us insight into the narrator and explains some of her decisions. The ending makes us want to know how things resolved for her. There are a number of convention errors in the piece, and some do interrupt the flow for the reader. There is not a
lot of descriptive language, but the straight-forward word choice is a good match for the content.
MEETING STANDARDS
Rubric qualities:

Rubric qualities (cont’d):

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Story problem integrated into story content
- Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- Context and characters are developed and sustained throughout the story
- Characters are developed through their words and actions
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
- Setting (time/place)
- Characters (main/minor)
- Problem
- Middle develops plot
- Rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a believable climax
- Establishes connections among actions/events (cause and effect, compare and contrast)
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem

- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for
intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary
- Consistently uses a variety of
sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths to
create effects
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
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Grade Nine

Sample 7 (cont’d)

Discussion: This sample is a pourquoi story, seeking to explain a natural phenomenon (rain). It sets a reasonable introduction,
giving characters and setting, as well as the problem. The middle proceeds simply, but with adequate detail. The ending is logical
and consistent. The paragraphs flow well together, and there is nice use of word choice and repetition (“mourned for many days
and on those many days”) for effect. There are some convention errors and sentence fragments in the piece that detract from the
overall impression, and the piece would benefit from editing.
MEETING STANDARDS
Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- Story problem integrated into story content
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Context and characters are developed and sustained throughout the story
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
- Setting (time/place)
- Characters (main/minor)
- Problem
- Middle develops plot
- Rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a believable climax
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
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Rubric qualities (cont’d)
- Uses effective descriptions
- Uses varied sentence lengths to
create effects
- Writing creates tone that reflects
feelings/emotions consistent with
the story/characters
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Sample 8

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample
could be considered a
“small moment” story,
with an ironic twist. The
story starts abruptly, but
the introduction does grab
the reader’s attention.
Some of the context is left
for the reader to infer—is
his drowning an accident
or his own choice? The
middle gives very little
detail, but the relaxing lull
before the fins are spotted
does show good pacing.
The ending poses questions even as it finishes the
story. The insertion of
short sentences (Kick,
kick… Sharks!) add interest
to the piece and keep the
piece a bit edgy. The paragraphing is not as effective
as it could be; a second
break before the conclusion might have given
more impact. Otherwise,
the conventions are good.
MEETING STANDARDS
Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Story problem integrated into story content
- Context and characters are developed and sustained throughout the story
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
Middle develops plot
- Rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a believable climax
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses effective descriptions
- Consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths to create effects
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
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Sample 9 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is a short story. It sets up a strong introduction, and the character development and actions through the
story are consistent with the context. The author uses excellent descriptions as well strong voice. The reaction of the character
being told he’d stepped in acid was typical for a child that age, as was the response to carry him home. The twist at the end made
the story humorous and kept it interesting. There are only minor errors in conventions that do not impact the clarity of the piece
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS
Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Story problem integrated into story content
- Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- Context and characters are developed and sustained throughout the story
- Characters are developed through their words and actions
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
- Setting (time/place)
- Characters (main/minor)
- Problem
- Middle develops plot
- Rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a believable climax
- Establishes connections among actions/events (cause and effect, compare and contrast)
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary
- Uses effective descriptions
- Uses figurative language to enhance writing
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Rubric qualities (cont’d):
- Consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths to
create effects
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects
feelings/emotions consistent with
the story/characters
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Eliminates unnecessary repetition
of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar
words

Draft 10/11

Sample 10
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Sample 10 (cont’d)
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Sample 10 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This sample is written as a memoir (though one assumes it relies on secondary sources). It sets up the context well
and engages the reader’s attention with some well-crafted description. The story moves at a fairly regular pace and the narrator’s character develops in a fairly predictable way. The ending brings closure to the piece in a unique way, without dragging
out the story. The voice in the piece is consistent with a teenager; the word choice and descriptions are good, and the details
add the context without distracting the reader. There are some convention errors that should have been caught in the editing
process, but none that interfere with the understanding of the piece.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Story problem integrated into story content
- Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- Context and characters are developed and sustained throughout the story
- Characters are developed through their words and actions
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
- Setting (time/place)
- Characters (main/minor)
- Problem
- Middle develops plot
- Rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a believable climax
- Establishes connections among actions/events (cause and effect, compare and contrast)
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Effective conclusions
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses precise vocabulary
- Uses effective descriptions
- Uses figurative language to enhance writing
- Consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths to create effects
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
- Eliminates unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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Sample 11 (cont’d)
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Sample 11 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Discussion: This is a science fiction piece. It relies on some background knowledge of the genre to make sense of the introduction, but generally the context is well set up. The use of the inserted symbols between the time periods as a transition
device helps to keep the reader organized and in the right part of the story. The author does a good job moving back and
forth between the two times. The paragraph and sentence lengths also help to keep the reader on track and moving through
the story, more slowly during the early years, and faster in the present. As the author gets closer to the conclusion, the sentences and paragraphs become shorter yet. The tone and voice in the piece is generally consistent, especially considering the
length of the piece. There are some inconsistencies as well (Corbax was a disembodied voice, but then hands the narrator the
pill and water; the narrator was restrained, but then her dad told her to cover her ears), and some parts aren’t well explained
(Who are the Wilds? Why is only Emily saved? Was her father’s date connected to the invasion?), but overall, the piece works
well. There are some minor errors in conventions.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS
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Sample 11 (cont’d)

Grade Nine

Rubric qualities:
- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience/purpose
- Content generates reader’s interest
- Content is clearly conveyed
- Story problem integrated into story content
- Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot
- Context and characters are developed and sustained throughout the story
- Characters are developed through their words and actions
- Includes supporting details
- Beginning of story establishes key information
- Effective introduction
- Setting (time/place)
- Characters (main/minor)
- Problem
- Middle develops plot
- Rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward towards a believable climax
- Establishes connections among actions/events (cause and effect, compare and contrast)
- Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem
- Effective conclusions
- Writing is organized in paragraphs
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- Uses effective descriptions
- Consistently uses a variety of sentence structures
- Uses varied sentence lengths to create effects
- Voice is evident
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with the story/characters
- Consistently uses correct capitalization
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures
- Eliminates unnecessary repetition of words and ideas
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words
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