NWT JK/K
CURRICULUM AND CLASSROOM
THE NWT JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN/KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM FOCUSES ON CHILDREN LEARNING AT A PACE
THAT BEST MEETS THEIR NEEDS.


The NWT Junior Kindergarten/Kindergarten Curriculum and JK/K Teacher Guide celebrate early learning
in the NWT and are used for both Junior Kindergarten (4 year olds) and Kindergarten (5 year olds).



The curriculum is focused on children learning about
the world at a pace that best suits their needs. It recognizes families and past experiences as the child’s
first teacher.



It is based on:
 Brain and early childhood development research
 Developmentally appropriate practices
 Honouring children’s identity, language, and culture


they come to school with
Culturally responsive programming rooted in Dene
Kede and Inuuqatigiit curricula



The curriculum is not about prescribing lessons to be
taught in a teacher led order, with all the children
working on the same activity at the same time. Rather, it is a play and inquiry based curriculum designed for each child’s unique style, pace, and interests in learning.



Children learn naturally through play. They develop
social skills, think critically, manage their emotions,
begin to self-regulate, solve problems, make decisions, and have opportunities to learn about things
they find interesting.




Through exploration, they begin to learn about
themselves as learners.
While age contributes to diversity, all children are on
a developmental continuum with variations in the

areas of social, emotional, physical, language, and
cognitive development.


Relationships, healthy living, citizenship, conversations and communications, creativity, and laying the foundations for literacy
and numeracy
learning are all
part of the curriculum’s key
competencies.



The JK classroom
is not structured
as a regular
classroom with
desks. There are yoga mats, sand and water tables,
learning centres, self regulation tools, and areas for
children to discover and explore and express their
creativity.



A revised teacher guide accompanies the NWT Junior
Kindergarten/Kindergarten Curriculum. This guide
provides many useful and practical strategies and
materials to help teachers use the curriculum to its
full potential in community-specific contexts.



For more information, please review the
curriculum at https://
www.ece.gov.nt.ca/sites/
www.ece.gov.nt.ca/files/resources/
kindergarten_curriculum_2014.pdf.
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