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These writing samples are intended to show how student writing can be assessed using the 
NWT-ELA writing standards. The samples were selected from student writing from across the 
NWT. No one sample can accurately match every writing standard, so a number of samples 
have been included. When assessing student writing (either for or of learning) it is important to 
remember to use a variety of samples. The more samples you use, the more you can be confi-
dent in your observations. 

 
Nonfiction  

Writing  
Samples 1-6 
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Grade 1 

Grade One Writing 
 
Students begin with simple drawings and labels then move to written descriptions and stories. By the end of grade one,  
students are able to write in several genres (narrative, expository, letters, and poetry). They use previously modeled forms, 
and often follow familiar sentence patterns. Although conventions are still not consolidated (there will still be approximated 
spelling and other errors), the intent to communicate should be clear. Content usually is focused on personal experiences, 
as well as areas of personal interest. Students begin to make connections between their own prior knowledge and  
experiences and new learning. They also begin to paraphrase information found in texts, as well as beginning to put ideas 
and information into sequential formats. Beginning writers will use initial/final consonant combinations along with some  
medial vowels, expand their sight word base, and use classroom environmental print. Word walls, posted charts and  
poems, big books, familiar texts, name cards, theme words, and other sources of text all contribute to the development of  
independent writers in Grade One. Students also need lots of opportunity to write ï shared and interactive writing, guided 
writing, and independent writing time. It is also important for students to have choice in their writing ï in topic, in genre, or 
both  They also begin to expand their ability to sort ideas and information, and begin to use graphic organizers such as  
K-W-L, RANN, and ñbeginning-middle-endò charts.   

Sample 1 

Discussion: 
 
This sample uses a journal entry format, 
describing a common science activity in 
Grade 1. There is an illustration  
accompanied by several observations.  
Although the piece is written as one very 
long sentence, there are several thoughts 
contained in it.. It is possible that the author 
was asked to extend the journal entry by 
adding details; this might explain the  
repetition of the ñleavsesò and the apparent 
after-thought of the kinds of seeds that were 
planted. The use of ñleavsesò might indicate 
either a copying error from a word wall or 
other word centre or an overgeneralization 
of adding ñesò to make a plural. ñWensdayò 
and ñutherò appear to be applying ñsounding 
outò, while ñgreerò (for green) is likely  
another copying error. Although there is no 
punctuation inside the piece and each idea 
is connected with ñandò, the author has  
correctly placed capital letters where new 
sentences should have begun. 
 

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
- topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas from classroom study 
- writing stays on topic 
- content is a simple description 
- writing includes a few details 
- uses words related to topic 
- uses simple declarative sentence pattern 
- writing is individual 
- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling 
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable  
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Grade 1 Sample 2 

Discussion: This sample is modeled on a simple expository book (similar to leveled early-reading texts). Each page has a 
simple sentence and an accompanying illustration. The sample also shows the cover, with the title (author and illustrator 
have been removed); it also has a ñdedicationò page. The content is made up of simple statements taken from either a per-
sonal experience or a more complex source that was listened to or viewed. These are likely the key ideas the author re-
membered. There are descriptive details (they put numbers on the bears, some bears live under cabins) and some of the 
illustrations add further details (ñdonôt walkò, binoculars for the bear watch). There are some words related to the topic (polar 
bears, bear watch). There are simple declarative sentences, but the author also use a question to introduce the subject, in 
the same way many simple expository texts do. Punctuation and capitalization are inconsistent.  
 

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
- topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas from classroom study 
- writing stays on topic 
- content is a simple description  
- writing includes a few details 
- writing is modeled on a familiar organizational structure (simple expository book: picture and one line of text) 
- uses words related to topic 
- uses simple declarative sentence patterns 
- writing is individual (sounds like child is telling the information) 
- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling 
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable 
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Grade 1 Sample 3 

Discussion:   
This sample shows a comparison piece, likely based on class discussion.  The class may also have used a graphic organiz-
er, which would give support for the structure of the piece. Some of the word choice in this sample reflects class generated 
ideas (ñsurrounding communitiesò, ñpopulationò) as does some of the sentence structure (òPeople both in Yellowknife and 
the surrounding communitiesò, ñimportant to the community because..ò). The reference to ñthe Mcdonaldò requires the illus-
tration to understand that it refers to the hospital next to the McDonaldôs restaurant. There is only one spelling error in the 
sample (Mcdonald), possibly indicating some editing, at least for spelling. There are some omitted words on the first page, 
which may mean the editing process was not complete.  
 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
- topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas from classroom study 
- writing stays on topic 
- content is a simple description; may include misconceptions 
- writing includes a few details 
- writing is modeled on familiar organizational structure (likely a graphic organizer) 
- uses words related to topic 
- uses simple declarative sentence patterns 
- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling 
- capitalizes first letter of names, ñIò, and the beginning of sentences 
- uses periods at the end of sentences 
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable 
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Grade 1 Sample 4 

Discussion: 
This sample shows observations from a common Grade 1 science experiment. It is written as a book, with illustrations and 
simple sentences. The structure is modeled on the simple expository books that are common in Grade 1 classrooms. The 
information is understandable even without the illustrations. The sentences are very basic, with no additional detail or de-
scription, but the illustrations bring some further information (the seeds sprouting, a water jug, cups of seeds along a ledge). 
Words such as ñwaterò, ñleavesò, and ñstemsò are specific to the topic of planting seeds. Although the sentence structure is 
basic, it does carry some voice; the statements sound like a studentôs descriptions of the events in each picture. The con-
ventions is the sample are strong; the ñpò in plants may be either upper case or simply misaligned on the line. 
 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
- topic usually reflects personal experience or ideas from classroom study 
- writing stays on topic 
- content is a simple description 
- writing includes a few details 
- writing makes sense independent of context setting illustration 
- writing is modeled on a simple organizational structure 
- uses words related to topic 
- writing is individual (sounds like child is telling the information). 
- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling 
- capitalizes first letter of names, ñIò, and the beginning of sentences 
- uses periods at the end of sentences 
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable 
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Sample 5 Grade 1 

Discussion: 
This sample shows a student summary of information about 
a topic studied in class. There may have been specific 
prompts for the information, or it may have been simply a 
list of the information the student remembers or thought 
was important. The structure of the piece is like a list, in that 
there are no connections from one sentence to the next, but 
this is typical of Grade 1 writing. The use of ñdeersò as a 
plural could either be a dialectic variation or an overgeneral-
ization of adding ñsò to create plurals. 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
- topic usually reflects personal interest or ideas from class-
room study 
- writing stays on topic 
- content is a simple description; may include misconceptions 
(horns) 
- writing includes a few details 
- writing makes sense independent of context-setting illustra-
tion 
- writing is modeled on a familiar organizational structure 
(simple description) 

- uses words related to topic 
- uses simple declarative sentence patterns 
- writing is individual (sounds like child is telling the information) 
- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling 
- capitalizes first letter of names, ñIò, and the beginning of sentences 
- uses periods at the end of sentences 
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable 

Sample 6 
Discussion: 
This sample shows a summary of information about a topic studied in class. 
The structure of the piece is still like a list, but there are two sentences that 
connect ideas (ñsome foxes are whiteò, ñsome foxes are blackò). There is 
some variety in sentence length . There are specific words connected to the 
topic (ñenemiesò, ñrelatedò, ñhibernateò), but not a lot of description.  Conven-
tion errors in spelling are minimal and do not interfere with the communica-
tion. 

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
- topic usually reflects personal interest or ideas from classroom study 
- writing stays on topic 
- content is a simple description; may include misconceptions (hibernation) 
- writing includes a few details 
- writing makes sense independent of context-setting illustration 
- writing is modeled on a familiar organizational structure (simple descrip-
tion) 
- uses words related to topic 
- uses simple declarative sentence patterns 
- writing is individual (sounds like child is telling the information) 

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling 
- capitalizes first letter of names, ñIò, and the beginning of sentences 
- uses periods at the end of sentences 
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable 
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Grade 1 

Rubric qualities: 
- topic usually reflects personal interest or ideas from classroom study 
- writing stays on topic 
- content is a simple description; may include misconceptions 
- writing includes a few details 
- uses descriptive words  
- writing makes sense independent of context-setting illustration 
- writing is modeled on a familiar organizational structure (simple description) 
- uses words related to topic 
- uses descriptive words 
- uses simple declarative sentence patterns 
- writing is individual  
- writing is engaging 
- capitalizes first letter of names, ñIò, and the beginning of sentences 
- uses periods at the end of sentences 
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable 

Discussion: 
This sample also shows a student summary of information about a topic studied in class. It provides a topic sen-
tence as an introduction (ñThis is a hawkò), and then goes on to provide details. The last three sentences show a 
logical connection of ideas. The author has used words related to the topic (ñfeathersò, ñpreyò) as well as descriptive 
words (ñsharp and pointyò). Although the conventions are a bit weak (capitalization and omitted words), the content 
and voice are both strong. 

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Sample 7 
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Grade Two Writing 
 
Students in Grade Two begin to expand their audiences and learn to use writing in varied ways, including sharing infor-
mation and ideas, telling stories, persuading others, and using language to create images for others. Drama and readersô 
theatre are popular choices with grade two students. Content begins to extend beyond self and family, to include things from 
the community, as well as ideas and extensions of modeled text (books, films, TV, and other sources of text), memories, 
and opinions.  Students experiment with a wider variety of modeled forms and genres. There is usually a logical organiza-
tional sequence to the piece. Teachers need to continue to model through shared and guided writing. Grade Twoôs can sus-
tain longer periods of writing, and need longer, uninterrupted blocks of time to work on projects. As in previous years, stu-
dents continue to need choices in topic, genre, or both. Grade Two writing becomes easier to read throughout the year as 
students gain further control over writing conventions, however it is important to remember that some approximated spelling 
is still to be expected. Continued time for reading aloud each day to students is also very important. Teachers can create 
mini-lessons using material taken from favourite read-alouds to illustrate such concepts as descriptive language, compound 
sentences, showing rather than telling details, etc. Students begin to experiment with new vocabulary, sentence patterns, 
and organizational sequences. 
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Grade 2 
Sample 1 

Discussion: 
This sample is a KWL (Know-Want to Know-
Learned) chart about rabbits. Each column is a 
set of facts. The first and third columns (Know & 
Learned) share some connections (babies, car-
rots); what was learned is not connected to the 
questions in the centre column. Also, the author 
has generally used complete sentences in the 
chart, as well as punctuation. These points 
might indicate that the chart is being used as an 
activity, but is not actually being used as a tool 
to record research information. The spelling er-
rors show the use of spelling patterns (ñbaybyò 
with the  /ïay/ family and then the /y/ ending 
that sounds like /e/; ñwackò instead of ñwalkò)) 
and poorly applied generalizations (/ôs/ in 
ñgrown upôsò but no apostrophe in ñcantò). The 
confusion between ñtheirò and ñthereò (in the last 
column) is common in grade 2. 

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
- topic is clear 
- writing stays on topic 
- content is a collection of ideas 
- writing includes simple details 
- title gives topic 
- follows simple research organizational patterns (graphic organizer) 

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- uses a variety of simple sentence patterns 
- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words 
- uses spelling generalizations, patterns, or structural analysis 
- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks 
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable 

Sample 2 

Description: 
This sample is a student summary of information about a topic most likely 
studied in class. It provides descriptive details (furry animals, flat tails that 
look like paddles) and uses words that are specific to the topic (swim un-
derwater, slap their tails, danger). The sentence construction shows com-
binations of ideas using transition words like ñwithò and ñsoò. The piece is 
interesting to read, but the spelling errors do interfere somewhat with 
communication. The over-generalized use of hyphens to continue words 
on the next line is also distracting, but not uncommon in grade 2.  

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
- topic is clear 
- writing stays on topic 
- content is a collection of ideas 
- writing includes simple details 
- title gives topic 
- middle follows topic 
- follows simple research organizational patterns  
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- uses words related to topic 
- uses a variety of simple sentence patterns 
- writing engages audience 
- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words 
- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks 
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Grade 2 Sample 3 

Discussion: This sample is a student summary of knowledge about bats. There is a graphic organizer recording ideas, 
then summary statements are generated from the ideas. Not all of the ideas are included in the summary statements; this 
may be because there was not enough space on the second page to accommodate all the ideas. However, there were 
ideas included in the summary statements that are not on the graphic organizer page, so it may also mean that the stu-
dent did not use the graphic organizer in the way it was intended to be used. This is not uncommon in grade 2. The con-
tent is specific, and the vocabulary in both the graphic organizer and the summary page is generally related to the topic 
(bat home, nectar, nocturnal, attics). While the sentences still follow a fairly basic subject-verb pattern, there are some 
more sophisticated patterns as well (Bats look like they have very big eyes, and very big ears. Bats like attics and homes 
to live in. Bats live in bat homes, too.). Many words are spelled correctly. Errors tend to be around letter combinations 
(ñeaesò for ñeyesò, ñersò for ñearsò, ñlerdò for ñlearnedò) but there are phonetic errors (ñcutò for ñcuteò, ñbernsò for ñbarnsò, 
ñnoctchrnlò for ñnocturnalò) and some that are likely visual errors (ñtoò for ñtooò). 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
- topic is clear 
- writing stays on topic 
- content is a collection of ideas 
- title or opening sentence gives topic 
- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (simple research) 
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- uses words related to topic 
- uses a variety of simple sentence patterns 
- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words 
- uses spelling generalizations, patterns, and structural analysis 
- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks 
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable  
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Sample 4 Grade 2 

Discussion: This sample is a lengthy research project 
that uses a set of graphic organizers with pre-
determined headings. Once the information has been 
collected in the graphic organizer, the ideas are written 
as sentences in the first draft. There is evidence of adult 
support in revising and editing. Based on the language 
and sentence structure, it would appear that some of 
the sentences have been copied directly from the 
sources, as they are significantly more complex than 
the rest of the text. This is not uncommon with primary 
students, who may struggle with putting ideas from a 
source into their own words. The first draft also contains 
information that does not appear in the graphic organiz-
er. There is also an idea about muskrat that is not in-
cluded in the draft.  
 
The vocabulary in the draft is appropriate, although 
there are words included that are likely not the studentôs 
own (inhabiting, life span, chocolate brown grasslands). 
The sentences are generally simple patterns, and are 
all declarative. More complex sentence structure stands 
out as being possibly copied from the source text (Bison 
live in parks and reserves, inhabiting flat grasslands; 
From thousands of years ago to a few hundred, one 
animal has shaped the North Americaôs Indigenous 
People). 
 
Because of the erratic sentence structure, it is more 
difficult for the audience to engage in the writing. There 
is little sense of the student telling the information; ra-
ther it is a recitation of facts. This may indicate that the 
student was not particularly engaged with the topic; it 
also may be that a second draft would bring more 
ñvoiceò to the piece. 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Continued on next page 


