Nonfiction
Writing
Samples 1-6

These writing samples are intended to show how
NWTFELA writing standards. The samples were sele
NWT. No one sample can accurately match every
have been included. When assessing student wri
remember to use a variety of samples. The more
dent in your observations
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Grade 1

Grade One Writing

Students begin with simple drawings and | abels then move t (
students are able to write in several genres (narrative, e
and often follow familiar sentence patterns. Although dconve
spelling and other errors), the intent to communicate shoul
as well as areas of personal interest. Students begin to m:
experiences and new |l earning. They also begin to paraphr as:é
and information into sequential formats. Beginning writers
medi al vowels, expand their sight word base, and use cl ass!I
poems, big books, familiar texts, name cards, theme words,
independent writers in Grade One. Stiudbantsedahad naeedr hot 5 Ve
writing, and independent writing time. It isiiahswoopimparimand
botThh ey so begin to expand their ability to sort ideas an

al
K-W-L, RANN, andmifidbdelged & n¢ magr t s .

Sampl e 1

Di scussi on:

This sample uses a jour
describing a common sci
Grade 1. There is an il
accompanied by several
Al though the piece is w
l ong sentence, there ar
contained in it 't is
was asked to extend the
adding details; this mi
repetition of the Al eav
af ttehrought of the kinds
planted. The use of Al e
either a copying error
ot her word centre or an
of adding fiesdo to make
and Authero appear to b
out o, while Agreero (fo
another copying error.
punctuation inside the
is connected with fAando
correctly placed capita
sentences should have b
APPROACHSNSNDARDS

Rubric qualities:

-topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas from

-writing stays on topic

-content is a simple description

-writing includes a few details

-uses words related to topic

-uses simple declarative sentence pattern

-writing is individual

-uses a mixture of approxi mated and conventional spelling

-errors may be distracting but basic communication is unde
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Sampl e

2

Grade 1

D|d You Know Perel n church.f
Put V,\mbe"s on  the Bears

=

Dedecko\Jﬁd {—}?
+o Mrs MCKC) .
( \
L (_’L/{,_i -
+hay woteh OUT for pears. the Bears are polor bears Some 'polar beors live under on o Bear watch
Cab'l“ﬁ‘ 90
24 Aanl
: & i*JLH
/
Di scussion: This sample is model ed on a -rseiampilneg etxepxotssi)t.o nEa cl
si mple sentence and an accompanying illustration. The sampl
have been removed); it also has a fidedicationo page. The c¢
sonal experience or a more complex source that was |istene:q
membered. There are descriptive details (they put numberns
illustrations add further details (fidonét wal ko, bi noolrlaar
bear s, bear watch). There are simple declarative sentenges,
the same way many simple expository texts do. Punctuati on
APPROACHSN&GNDAR|DS
Rubric qualities:
-topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas friom
-writing stays on topic
-content is a simple description
-writing includes a few details
-writing is modeled on a familiar organizational struct ur e
-uses words related to topic
-uses simple declarative sentence patterns
-writing is individual (sounds Iike child is telling the in
-uses a mixture of approxi mated and conventional spelling
-errors may be distracting but basic communication is wunder
Non Ficti8n Wr



Sampl e 3 Grade 1

7~ 1
A

R {" -
Ye\low kv te.

3

L'l

Anis Mcdonald. per\e both e .

in YellowKnife and tne Su\,(‘f“ouﬂdiu@ This _is_ the Healthcenter. ng\e .
communities come \ere o the in fhe comamunity come here Yo
Medonald. Yelloa¥ infe popdation (J)@X a_checup The Healncenter is
\m\gQ Q\nous\m Yo hove this Mat.ja&\r\e,wmnm&y enEe, Gk

_place. elps peRe Shay wel.

Di scussi on:
This sample shows a comparison piece, |l i kely based on cl as:
er, which would give support for the structure of the piec:t
ideas (fisurrounding communitieso, fApopul ationodo) as does |sol
the surrounding communitieso, fAimportant to the community |
tration to understand that it refers to the hospital hneext
sample (Mcdonald), possibly indicating some editing, at || e;:
whi ch may mean the editing process was nhot compl ete

MEETI S8EGANDARDS
Rubric qualities:
-topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas friom
-writing stays on topic
-content is a simple description; may include misconceptiion
-writing includes a few details
-writing is modeled on familiar organizational structure (I
-uses words related to topic
-uses simple declarative sentence patterns
-uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spellinig
-capitalizes first letter of names, #fAl 0o, and the beginniing
-uses periods at the end of sentences
-errors may be distracting but basic communication is wunder

Non Fictidén Wr



Seedd ke 09 SeedSs
Mo dowy, F%bfuary |7 20&\2
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L ki TP,
Y e
= i

Wednes do\/; 6

T3 hate Teaves am stens®
PR hoS - stemS, &
Di scussion:
This sample shows observations from a common Grade 1 scien:t
simple sentences. The structure is modeled on the simple e:
information is understandable even without the I||US'[I'a'[IOI
scription, but the illustrations bring some furthe i ne)o.r me
Words such as fAwatero, fAleavesodo, and Astemso are speC|f|c t
basic, it does carry some voice; the statements sound | ike
ventions is the sample are strong; the fApd in plants may b

MEETI S8EGANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
-topic usually reflects personal experience or ideas from c
-writing stays on topic
-content is a simple description
-writing includes a few details
-writing makes sense independent of context setting ill ustr
-writing is modeled on a simple organizational structure
-uses words related to topic
-writing is individual (sounds Iike child is telling the in
-uses a mixture of approxi mated and conventlonal spel |l inig
-capitalizes first |l etter of names, @l o, nd the beginniing
-uses periods at the end of sentences
-errors may be distracting but basic communication is wunder

Non Fictibn Wr



Grade 1

Di scussion:

This sample shows a student| sum
a topic studied in class. There
prompts for the informati on| or
l'ist of the information the| stu
was i mportant. The structurije of
there are no connections frjom o
this is typical of Grade 1 |writ
plural could either be a difl ec
ization of adding fs0to create plurals.

MEETI SGANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
-topic usually reflects personal
room study

-writing stays on topic

-content is a simple descriptior
(horns)
-writing includes a few details

] - -writing makes sense -setdeipragdielnt
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, B R tion
e deersenemyDesre tali

ng is modeled on a famili:
/k“ﬁm %hé?@ """ PR R (simple description)

-uses words related to topic
-uses simple declarative sentence patterns
-writing is individual (sounds |l ike child is telling the in
-uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelliing
-capitalizes first |letter of names, #fAl 06, and the beginning
-uses periods at the end of sentences
-errors may be distracting but basic communication is under

Sampl e 6

) Di scussion:
This sample shows a summary of infor mat
The structure of the piece is stildl I ik
connect ideas (fisome foxes are whiteo,
some variety in sentence | ength Ther e
topic (fienemieso, fArelatedo, Ahibernnat e
tion errors in spelling are minimal anc
tion.
EXCELLIANBMEETI S8GANDARDS
c qualities:
ic usually reflects personal intere
ting stays on topic
tent is a simple description; may i
ting includes a few details
T 7 -~ i-writing makes sense -$eadeiprgdiehtusfr @toin
nfﬂﬁ‘ -wr i tin is modeled on a familiar ©opbrgan
F@@S Aféerha#”fbo """""" tion) 9 g
?@f ,,,,,,,, ?ff?céfléﬁﬁﬁr-uses words related to topic
77777777777777777777777777 -uses simple declarative sentence patte
-writing is individual (sounds I ike chi
N AR 208 e ———
-uses a mixture of approxi mated and conventional spelling
-capitalizes first |l etter of names, Al o6, and the beginniing
-uses periods at the end of sentences
-errors may be distracting but basic communication is wunder

Non Ficti6én Wr



Sample 7

Grade 1

4 )
"""""" A T‘D"&h‘d‘})@hF'\'/'Z"'""%\'“"!TVéS""if\‘a
o e e e
_ “(‘YE""'C"&"\' """" \7 """ A/ T N, E'H\e@
" Cal Y Wiol’i Qo e Can
4 J j
9 'p'd’]L ””” h]'S' """" Pfo~, INQ """ Py \§
________________________ .\2 ][) \+S_/_ %
misecind - Tish and loTs others,
Di scussion:
This sample also shows a student summary of informatif on a
tence as an introduction (AThis is a hawko), and thepn goe
|l ogical connection of ideas The author has used worgds re
words (fAisharp and pointyo) Al though the conventions| are
and voice are both strong.
EXCELLIANMEET|I SGANDARDS
Rubric qualities:
-topic usually reflects personal interest or ideas from ¢
-writing stays on topic
-content is a simple description; may include misconcept:i
-writing includes a few details
-uses descriptive words
-writing makes sense seatdeipergdiehtuostfr @toind @ xt
-writing is modeled on a familiar organizational structur
-uses words related to topic
-uses descriptive words
-uses simple declarative sentence patterns
-writing is individual
-writing is engaging
-capitalizes first letter of names, @Al o6, and the beginnin
-uses periods at the end of sentences
-errors may be distracting but basic communication is und
Non Fictidn Wr



Grade Two Writing

Students in Grade Two begin to expand their audiences and |
mation and ideas, telling stories, persuading others, and
theatre are popular choices with grade two students. Cont el
the community, as well as ideas and extensions of model ed
and opinions. Students experiment with a wider variety of
tional sequence to the piece. Teachers need to continue to
tain longer periods of writing, and need |l onger, uninterruj
dents continue to need choices in topic, genre, or both G
students gain further control over writing conventions, ho\
is still to be expected. Continued time for reading aloud ¢
mi hiessons using materi alaltakdesn tfa oim If lmsvtoruatid esuclmdconcept s
sentences, showing rather than telling details, etc. Stude:
and organizational sequences.

Non Ficti8®8n Wr



Grade 2
Sample 1

Rabbits Di scussion
This sample i&VaamtKWb KiKoae
What I know about rabbits Whatlwal?ttoknow WhatIlear.ned Lear ne d) chart about rlabb
about rabbits. about rabbits. set of fact s The firslt a
BoayDys: S o They are Animls. Learnfad) share some conne
@MSM cabbhi¥s el 7 rots); what was | earneld i
Loy ol wack e the Qmwnufjs guestions in the centrje c
they ' eat cacpbk® : ) ’ has generally used compl e
they have Bayby eat carolts. chart, as well as puncjtua
cabloifs n_the widter? ayy  might indicate that thle c
—_— aFOWV\‘L-/\;rC\'}é‘}\/ activity, but is not ajctu
; p “H\ereto record research inflorm
ow. rors show th_e use of sipel
withiaynwe family and t hilen
that sounds | ike /el ; |Awa
Rubric qualities and poorly applied genlera
-topic is clear _ igrown upo6so but no aplost
-writing stays on toplc confusion between ftheliro
-content is a collection of ideascolumn) is common in gjrad
-writing includes simple detailsg APPROACHSNGNDARIDS
-title gives topic
-foll ows simple research organi zatioenal patterns—(graphic
-word choice is appropriate for intended audience
-uses a variety of simple sentence patterns
-uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high  freg
-uses spelling generalizations, patterns, or structur al arn
-sometimes uses periods, guestion mar ks, and exclamatiion n
-errors may be distracting but basic communication i s iunde

Description
This sample is a student summary of
studied in class. |t provides descri
l ook |li ke paddles) and uses words|th
der water, slap their tails, danger) .
binations of ideas wusing transition
interesting to read, but the spellin
communi cat i ognenelrheel iozveed use of hyphen
on the next line is also distracting
APPROACHSNSNDAR|DS
'\FGC‘}‘S/qb_Qu‘}' BGQVQT‘Z Rubric qualities
e quimg sy wrthFlaT -topic is clear
—tails Fhat looK ik -writing stays on topic
“le paleser beavers -content is a collection of ideas
norr 1oo . C hoo wo -writing includes simple details
e e e -title gives topic
rOoes befvers can -middle follows topic _
_—____ ,,i -f ol l ows _Slmp!e researC!’] Organlz_atlo
' T LY [ UTes, -word choice is appropriate for i e
D"a‘_#‘{?”ehgﬂf’_f}’f‘]em__ -uses words related to topic
S S -uses a variety of s!mple sentencie p
Beagvers s 1o Ther -writing engages audience
o fails—to-tel -uses conventional spelling for most
fheres . dager -sometimes uses periods, questioni ma

Non Ficti®n Wr



Sampl e 3 Grade 2
What 'do bats look like?
[ i Fa T .
Tl‘\tf\// ave VP!(‘>/
brar-eps
A bat in flight J
What do bats eat?
Where they live T L
A BT Trogs,
Cave [ tree -
‘ horne berng
3 O ttics What habitats do bats like?
i S N 7
o s W
| “Fo-tivetrr—Bats Trvererbat—
I ]
MO Y E ST
\ / Interesting facts I learned about bats:
| | | \ |
‘ f TP,
Di scussion: This sample is a student summary of knowl edge :
then summary statements are generated from the ideas. Not
may be because there was not enough space on the second pac¢
ideas included in the summary statements that are not bn t|
dent did not use the graphic organizer in the way it was i.
tent is specific, and the vocabulary in both the graphic ol
(bat home, nectar, nocturnal, attics). Wherlbe ptahtet esrem,t etnhceerse
more sophisticated patterns as well (Bats |l ook |Iike they hca
to live in. Bats |ive in bat homes, too.). Many words are
(Aeaeso for fieyeso, ferso for fiearso, dAlerdo for Alresad nedod)
Anoctchrnl o for Anocturnal ) and some that are |likely i S U
MEETI S8EANDARDS
Rubric qualities:
-topic is clear
-writing stays on topic
-content is a collection of ideas
-title or opening sentence gives topic
-foll ows organizational structure appropriate to form (siimp
-word choice is appropriate for intended audience
-uses words related to topic
-uses a variety of simple sentence patterns
-uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high friequ
-uses spelling generalizations, patterns, and structural: an
-sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamati on ma
-errors may be distracting but basic communication is wunder

Non Fictidba Wr
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Grade 2

ABLS‘?;LL Can Fh

Lsoh )Pl aLnSp g

Theveayre two tips
\aé/ BLSTO T\/\zub’/;

¢

Di scussion: This sample is a
that uses a set of gfaphic o
determined headings. Once th
coll ected in the graphic org
as sentences in the first dr
support in revising and edit
and sentence structure, it ow
the sentences have been copi
sources, as they are signifi
the rest of the text. This i
students, who may struggle w
source into their own words.
information that does not ap
er There is also an idea|ab
cluded in the draft
The vocabulary in the draft
there are words included tha
own (inhabiting, l'ife span,
The sentences are generally
al | decl arative. More compl e
out as being possibly copied
l'ive in parks and reserves,
From thousands of years ago
ani mal has shaped the North
Peopl e).
Because of the erratic sente
di fficult for the audience t
is |ittle sense of the stude
ther it is a recitation of f
student was not particularly
al so may be that a second dr
Afvoiced to the piece

MEETI SGANDARDS
Continued on next page
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