Functional
Writing 1 -6

Functional writdfmgti®npriamahioughnemomme of the sa:
ment contain fictional content. Exampl es of f unc
brochures, |ists, | etters, charts, instructions,
sponses to |literature, and information coll ect el
These writing samples are intended to show how
NWFELA writing standards. The samples were selec
NWT. No one sample can accurately match every wi
have been included. When assessing student writd.i
remember to use a variety of samples. The more ¢
dent in your observations.
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Grade One Writing

Students begin with simple drawings and | abels then move
one, students are able to write in several genres (narrat
eled forms, and often follow familiar sentence patterns.
be approximated spelling and other errors), the intent to
personal experiences, as well as areas of personal intere
prior knowledge and experiences and new | earning. They al
as beginning to put ideas and information into sequenti al
combinations along with some medial vowels, expand their
Word walls, posted charts and poems, big books, familiar
al | contribute to the development of independent writers
ishared and interactive writing, guided writing, and inde
choice in itihneitropwrci,t iinng hgeeynreel,s o rb ebgitrh t o expand their abi
and begin to use grapWiLgc &RANNDiI aardsifddelgd mas mr t s .
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Sample 1 Grade 1
,\—- Description: This samplel is a
\/ Mea pear that the author has| used
environment al print to cireate
B setlfrected writing activijity ir
Fr\A\ ve e"\"O\ grade 1.
\l‘\ OD APPROACHSNASNDAR|DS
\> Rubric qualities:
C:‘r‘o.\(\ -topic usually reflects person
from classroom study
-writing stays on topic
-writing makes sense -sedeiprgdiehtustfr @toind @ xt
-writing is modeled on familiar organizational struciture
-uses words related to topic
-maintains phrase format
-errors may be distracting but basic communication iis und
Sampl e 2
Description: This sampl e
and | abels representing t
plan. The | abels show a m
mated and conventionjal sp
good understanding of the
tions and captions/ |l abels
mati on.
APPROACHSN&GNDARDS
Rubric qualities:
-topic usually reflects pe
es or ideas from classroo
-writing stays on toipic
-writing is modeled ion f ar
tional structure
-uses words related ito toj
-maintains phrase for mat
-uses a mixture of approxi
ventional spelling
-errors may be distriacti ng
munication is understanda
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Sampl e 3 Grade 1
th_ [ % f. M Description: This sample shows a :
a gou V[]lll’!e |l ected data, and a concluding| st at
shows an understanding of setjting
o - mar ks. The concluding statement al
of the pur podsdr aowWwi mag saircveerycl usi on
|l ected dat a.
APPROACHSNGNDAR|DS
Rubric qualities:
-topic usually reflects persagnal e
classroom study
-writing stays on topic
-writing makes sense satdtipegdiehltu®
tion
\“ -writing is modeled on familiar or
-uses words related to topic
-uses simple declarative sentences
-uses a mixture of approxi mated an
-capitalizes first |l etter of inames
tences
-errors may be distracting but bas
standabl e
Di scussi on: This sample is a re
Moiradés . Bidthdaseys a standard sen
each sentence (AMy favouritje par
are not connected in any way, bu
ideas. The illustration supports
essary to make sense of the resp
APPROACHSNGNDARDS
Rubric qualities:
-topic usually reflects personal
classroom study
N -writing stays on topic
_____ %77‘7[7”‘7 DO"VWL -content is a simple description
MO/f‘O« """ /I"7é 0\/\/\/1/05 ””””””” -writing makes sense -$adeipe@gdienl
W%\ﬁh """ /j//"ﬁ\C?O O/ """" tration
o1 il /5 QDS/"F%FVT%S """""""" -writing is modeled on familiar
M\/" A6 /P 77777 D-a-,-ﬁ%un ------------ -uses Wprds related to topit
A%/FOQ b'f‘f""‘f’"}‘ila/@i_(/ _______ I:S ______________ -uses S|mple decl arative sentenc:
A -uses a mixture of approxi mated
M/\él’l ié '''''' fﬁm{" _________ -capitalizes first letter of nam
f/\ Da/’ """"""""""""" sentences
----------------------------------- / -uses periods at the end ofi sent
-errors may be distracting but b
derstandabl e.
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Description: This sample is a comic strip interpretation
from the song (filand behind enemy |ineso, Athis is the en
pressions such as fAmwa ha hado and the growling #Agrrriro ad
tions are an integral part of the piece; the sample al so
ot herwise the piece is hard to comprehend.
MEET| SGANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
-topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas: frol
-writing stays on topic
-content is a simple sequence of events
-writing includes a few details
-writing is modeled on a familiar organizational structur
-uses words related to topic
-uses descriptive words to create an i mage
-maintains phrase format and tense
-writing is individual
-writing engages audience
-uses a mixture of approximated and conventional speliling
-capitalizes first | etter of names, Al o, and beginning of
-errors may be distracting but basic communication isi und
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Grade 1
Description: Thils sar
a teacher. |t is |some\
tone from a regular j
cause it includes| a gt
question for the [fteact
information that |t he
share. This authof is
as a second |l angujage,
plains the inaccufate
as well missing wpords
rors. The conventijfions
Rubric qualities: grammgr) are stromng, ¢
-topic usually reflects personal expsé?ggnlcsésu%(?eriSdte%gd?tr)loﬁ
-writing stays on topic MEETI SGANDAR|DS
-content is a simple description
-writing makes sense -$eadteipegdiehtuostfr atoind e xt
-writing is modeled on familiar organizational structiure |
-uses words related to topic
-uses simple declarative sentence patterns
-writing is individual
-uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelil ing
-capitalizes first letter of names, Al 06, and beginning of
-uses periods at the end of sentences
-errors may be distracting but basic communication i si und
Di scussi on: This sample is B gre
Sampl e 7 nation of computer work (crepatincg
filling in the information by har
BC("'S (How they |l ook, What they eat, Wt
given by the teacher or devel] opec
approximated spelling in thip pie
tion of both phonics skills finec
certain spelling rules (Afroptd,
MEETI N\SS ANDAR|DS
. Rubric qualities:
Howfheylook Wherew?gllve -topic usually reflects personal
what they eatf *re,S!Q classroom study
%nny E.u.? 9(UQ”’DI.S -writing stays on topic
g -F’S cgvr;‘gﬁesl -writing includes a few details
+.S Pozg brﬂeS -writing makes sense -$adeipragdieiniu
me? neck tration
CQO {r;\rig:+ -writing is modeled on a familiar
loing (graphic organizer)
-uses words related to topic
-maintains phrase format
-writing is individual
-uses a mixture of approximated and conventional speliling
-errors may be distracting but basic communication isi und
Functiona6 Writ



Sampl e 8 Grade 1

%M#Q#herm()\dwa JOSQ'Oho\ Di scussion: This samplel is a

' booSkomet hing FromhHotlkispgognse f
b\LQ b\ﬂhkﬁ‘h l ows a consistent sentenjice ste

& (AGrandfather madeéo) wiljth son
MMLB}MMMDML predicates (using fAJosepho ancd
. f ent sentences). The concl|l usi on
JQCKB_'\'—L reflect the events in thje stor
W this sample are strong.
Mﬂ—laﬁﬁﬂlbmm EXCELLIANBMEETI SGANDAR|DS

-

. Rubric qualities:
wonderfil tre. -topic usually reflects person
AV from classroom stud
(>fdnd Fathen mode mo y
N . -writing stays on toplc
-content is a sequence o even

-writing includes a few detail

C:rdnd‘pa;‘f'ner“ mddQIOSQPn -writing makes sense -sadeipreade

- il lustration
ol WOﬂdBY“F\Al but ton * -writing is modeled on familia
s ture
joSCFh O‘S\— -uses words related to topic
+he buL¥o“. -uses descriptive words

-uses simple declarativei:sente

Mﬂﬁgﬁ_&i&% -writing is individual
-uses a mixture of approxi mate

spelling
-capitalizes first |l ette of n
of sentences
-uses periods at the end: of se
-errors may be distracting but
is understandabl e
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Sample 9 (contéd)
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iting makes sense -in
il lustration
iting is model ed

(picture book)

words related to

descriptive words
simple declaratiyv
ng is individual

ng engages audien
a mixture of appr

on

es
es
es
it
it
es

spelling

es periods at the en
rors may be distract
under standabl e

per

sicr i
det
epe

p
a

d n

fiamil
tiopi ¢
n

e S €

cie
oiX i ma-

d

iing b

Functiona

9 Writ



Grade Two Writing

Students in Grade Two begin to expand their audiences and
formation and ideas, telling stories, persuading others,

readersodé6 theatre are popular choices with grade two stude
include things from the community, as well as ideas and e
sources of text), memories, and opinions. Students exper
There is wusually a |l ogical organizational sequence to the
and guided writing. Grade Twobs can sustain |longer period
to work on projects. As in previous years, students conti
ing becomes easier to read throughout the year as student
is important to remember that some approximated spelling

each day to students is also vedegsismmer uanhng Maadaehéerms ¢ ak
reead ouds to illustrate such concepts as descriptive | angu
details, etc. Students begin to experiment with new vocab
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Sample 1 Grade 2

“ 72_£P/Dﬂ¢ Book Di scussion: This sampba 6Shows dr attepf

*P;‘one:'“ cludes spelling corrections and then

| Mamb. }@bﬁz /’)MWM/ mation int@aeaadaseerof columns. The fi

| Jhke ; understanding of some of the text feat

i e 378-a795 | kind of list (straight lines, aligned
oy 379—~3g¢5\\“ mi ght also have included spacing| bet wi

55&2\ ( mation easier to read, as well as |[|i si
ene 370-3131 |

Eemp J

et 370~ 3222 5 APPROACHSNGNDARDS

Bfu\doﬂf |
|
\foO_OOP ;‘ Rubric qualities:
¢ 7 370- 32/27 - -topic is clear
ey | -writing stays on topic
374?—,33274, | . . .
ﬁ’cfmf [ | -title gives topic
—eer ‘ -foll ows organizational stiructurt
Ie!wajg BQOK B - (telephone 1ist)

fame ho mhet” -word choice is appropriatie for
UK E 70— 312] 370-33t¢ -maintains phrase format appropt
ERic | 370-q472 pattern
lia o ] -errors may be distracting: but
R et 9992 =111 understandabl e

(S

Bo oFfed | 370-God .
ca-0Qp 70/

gp_m_,c_kpal_______‘go;;ﬁ-———

Sampl e 2 - - - -

Di scussion: This sample is an exampl e
|§Cf\/0“r603 tions, with accompanying illustiratior
\/\/qdf text features, including numberijing tt
Jf%FW‘th Somnd i the illustrati that t ¢h |
nfhej(ub ing e i ustrations a mat c eac

q(‘ Ogl . . )

L" mated spelling is unclear on its own,
'%Qby tration and to the context of the pi e
' APPROACHSNSNDARDS

Rubric qualities:

-topic is clear

-writing stays on topic

-content is a collection of ideas
-middle follows topic

-f oll ows organi zational structure apf
-may have concl usi on

-word choice is appropriate for nt er
-maintains phrase format appropriate
-writing engages audience

-sometimes uses periods, question mar
-errors may be distracting but basic

FunctionallWrit



Grade 2
Di scussion: This se&
begi nmiicdeglned retel i
of a familiar 5t ory
has most of the stoc
Afendd section, |indi
the author does not
) > |solid understanding
and ending. The fir
N merchait o But there wsas robbers The‘”wmﬁdbfar;"m tions have good ser
N0 a9 10 Tideg bt some rols. L priest cind e 341 0L E a0Y 2 9o
d\del“he\ ﬂﬂehm somewhat confusing.
Rubric qualities: Levite came he
. . . ddeTV\elpb
- op|9 is clear . +he mamv‘u APPROACHSNGNDAR|DS
writing stays on topic h@fﬂé
-content is a collection of ideas
-writing includes simple details
-middle follows topic
-foll ows organi zational structure appropriate to form
-word choice is appropriate for intended audience
-uses words related to topic
-uses conventional spelling for most familiar or highi fre:i
-sometimes uses periods, guestion mar ks, and exclamati on |
-errors may be distracting but basic communication isi und
Sampl e 4
“The Three The_ —”\r‘cc,
ly B%/G\*SG\'\A{"F‘&_ Bca‘mrs Brown Di scussion: This samp
me&en%ﬁO”G&SG“‘pp L 'Hve m B cuefs comparison using a Ve
~a bridae i“'“e' AN %56& QVET- lgr am. The items in e
~an Gy ~Three goo “QUS")G - are basic, but do off
\H)j/ﬂ’ QOML;%‘O cot the C’%Ckoraole; —aﬁﬂmo?'::fﬁs'dé son between the two t
B’)’GMTL; “%Aesgsuq*ch structure of the note
Womfeol%ea‘(’”)g sistent; some are in
Beaver ~ land some are in sente
is not uncommon in Gr
APPROACHSN&GNDARDS
Rubric qualities:
-topic is clear
-writing stays on topic
-content is a collection of ideas
-title gives topic
-foll ows organi zational structure appropriate to form
-word choice is appropriate for intepded audience
-uses conventional spelling for most:familiar or high frei
-errors may be distracting but basic:communication is und
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Grade 2
. e 3 weeks\ ATAH e ek aot Swuki in &
‘E’\hfr-’ﬁ"e i‘{véeae - i!tavrgs?'ihe( gan QLe go,d'S '7‘% S‘;' '.'f{‘,g'wﬁ
g i+ { CIT wi
are new has Starfed hop around a\one; famfé‘aid S‘;Tmbb}sberedy
are o f I Lond 1S MestpnetdRSET o Rl i nave iy
a/(d Cal\/nl}jl ulf'\ I -!—he ) ra : /Ownj
hear, milK. babys.
Di scussion This sample is a timeline showing the deVvel opm
first 6 weeks of development, but it appears the author s
gories (weeks 4 & 5 say basically the same thing, and wee
a lack of knowledge on the part of the author (being wunab
the timeline run from fAibabyd to Aadultod. The illustration
taper off as the information becomes more vague. Thj|s dif
uncommon iamé&nwdpi @ces start strongly but weaken by |the e
APPROACHSNGNDAR|DS
Rubric qualities: -writing engages audi ence
-writing stays on topic -uses conventional spelil ing f
-content is a collection of tegs frequency words
-middle follows topic -sometimes uses periods,, ques
-foll ows organizational struceducéamppiopr imar&sto form
(timeline) -errors may be distractiing bt
-word choice is appropriate ofr ohni endedeasticeadadl e
Sample 6 Di scussion: Thisyocwmpdtee. sl ta Usheanka
greeting and closur e, and |ists sev
fﬂ_&/‘\ writing sounds somewhat stilted, po
// i tence stems being used (fAiThan y O u
"'el‘ff""-f """ i """"""""" T Many students still rely on seéntenc
become more familiar with a specifi
__________________ I Y er evidence of some understanding of |
OTA ’ with end punctuation, information i
R —— -y |oh a separate line).
FOLRJoU sof ThE OOR Do MEETI SGANDAR|DS
Y TaVolifite Do 15 Chinese Rubric qualities:
-topic is clear
-writing stays on topic
-content is a collection of ideias
-title or opening sentence gives t o]
-middle follows topic
-foll ows organizational structuire aj
-may have conclusi on
-word choice is appropriate for:inte
-writing engages audience -errors may be distracti
-uses conventional spelling for moécsammwumidadtairomri shiuwrhd & rr st
-sometimes uses periods, questioh imadr.k.s angd..excl.amation |
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Sample 7 Grade 2

Deor Di scussion: This sample is a note |to a

havior issue on the | a round equi me

Youoﬂd?;(r‘ag- . ‘ . L AYaT et aylp
.t: ;S %t ers a suggestion, an provi es an inc
m[/t The note also uses a salutation and cl

€ don

Wgaf'@gonﬂp Ltt,,( (fAijust too mucho, fAYoubre our friend b
€
€
n

OU P U)h[}) and clear voice. The opening sentence
9 yOW‘gO\(\ﬁ familiar with primary playground gui p

be bossygut, is cleared up by the second sentence.

MEET!I SGANDARDS
Yov  sto .they;(/\/p
Al
f‘eal)y\,f:nn[;tppqu Rubric qualities:

-topic is clear

W"t ou. ' -writing stays on topic

t}\ \6\)(' Stl// -content is a collection of ideas
OU i -middle follows topic
30' el’ldbgtsoﬁ% -foll ows organizational structurei appr
WwkS5 youv i -may have conclusion

9 getab’b -word choice is appropriate for intend
b05> -uses words related to topic

9' -uses a variety of simple sentencie pat:

i

-writing engages audience

-uses conventional spelling for mort f
u

FPOM(\\(OUPFD"@Q@ -someti mes ses periods, questioni mar k.

-errors may be distracting but bassic c

Di scussi on: This sample i Mua-respo
mel , Mur mel ,| tMwrrnoevli des the title, a
one side, and a brief Ateaser o abou
demonstrates a deeper | evel compr eh
summary; it also requires a stjirong
Aishow not tell o in writing. The bac
understanding of the format require

MEET!|I SGANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

-topic is clear

-writing stays on topic

-content is a collection of ideas

-middle follows topic

-foll ows organizational structiure aj

-word choice is appropriate for inte
i

‘%( M -uses a variety of simple sentience |
‘; 5 « . . . .

V\j Lake/{/% -writing is engaging .
e” -uses conventional spelling for most

I’)‘D}"a

words
-sometimes uses periods, questii on m:

mar ks
Fram, . -errors ma b di i i
y e i stracting but: basi

standabl e
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Sampl e 9 Grade 2
Di scussion: This sa
response to omne of
in the fAMagic | Treeh
series. I't is|a des
each of the three m
acters. Each sectio
and has three|simpl
ments. The content
al, and while]|it is
does tell key |ideas
each characten. The
tence structune is

MEET!I SGANDAR|DS

Rubric qualities: -foll ows organizational structurie ap

-topic is clear -word choice is appropriate for iinte

-writing stays on topi-awses words related to topic

-content is a collecti-omr idfi nigpdeanggages audiences

-writing includes si mp-lues edetcaoinlventi onal spelling for imost

-title gives topic -sometimes uses periods, qguestian ma

-middle follows topic i i-errors may be distracting but basic

bl e
Sample 10

Di scussion: This sampl e

parison chart with jnfor
di fferent bear species.

column is connected to t
in the other two col umns
organi zational strategy

fused when the food entr:
bear takes up two | jines.
fective, the chart shoul
gories down the | eft mar
information, but since t
sefyénerated chart, t 6s

for Grade 2.

Rubric qualities: MEETI SGANDARDS

-topic is clear

-writing stays on topic

-content is a collection of ideas

-title gives topic (chart iheadings)

-middle follows topic

-foll ows organizational StrHCégrgor?\E)grrmtoipérlmgltes[0 f 0t m

. . . - .spelling for

-word choice 1is approprlatt?reoqruelnnctyerbvdoerddsaudlence

-uses words related to topic . .

-maintains phrase format aﬁ%rrro%rr?a?q%yt%eoglg%tnrl%%ttlirc])%a?l“

pattern
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