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We have been assimilated for a long time. The non-

Dene did not take into consideration that there was al-

ready some culture here…But it can’t go on forever like 

this. It has to stop sooner or later. The Dene have to say 

what we want. It is up to us. I used to think if you learn 

Dene in School, then school would be blocked. But I 

think it can be done. But everyone has to be involved. 

This is a great commitment. The Creator put us here for 

a purpose. We have to live in a certain way in order to 

survive. (George Blondin in Fort Franklin, Jan. 1991)

Community Participation

The whole community (traditionally, the communi-

ty was the band or family camp) participated in the 

education of the child. People understood that if they 

educated the child well, the child would grow to give 

back to the community, thus ensuring the future of 

generations to come. The elders, the grandparents, the 

extended family, people with special gifts or speciality 

training, all helped the parents in educating the child.

The Role of the Parents

When a child fails to grow with the integrity it was 

meant to have, elders will evaluate the parents, not the 

child. It is seen as the responsibility of the parents to 

ensure that the conditions for growth in the child are 

provided. Observations and evaluations are not to be 

taken as criticism but rather as suggestions that will 

enable survival 

xxvii

Dene Kede Concepts



Curriculum Status 

The Dene Kede Curriculum is an official curriculum 
supported by the Department of Education, Culture 
and Employment, Government of the N.W.T. It was 
produced by Dene developers with the guidance of 
many elders from each of the Dene regions.

It is expected that Dene teachers will use this cur-
riculum to guide them in the creation of their own 
community-based programs. Each teacher will have to 
interpret the expectations in terms of what is specific 
to his or her community, and use the language, mate-
rial resources and people of the community to bring 
the curriculum to life in the form of a local program. 

Since this is a community-based curriculum, each 
community will have a program unique to its own 
needs. The extent to which the curriculum is used 
within a school will depend upon the desires and 
needs of the community. Where one school may use 
the curriculum as a Dene-based perspective within 
which to organize teaching of all other subjects, an-
other school may confine the use of the curriculum to 
the second language classroom. 

Curriculum Components

The curriculum consists of three components:

General Learner Expectations for students, Kindergar-
ten through Grade Six in four areas of student devel-
opment from the perspective of the Dene: student 
relationships with the spiritual world, the land, other 
people and themselves. The expectations are intended 
to be generic, that is, broad and general enough to 
apply to all five of the Dene tribes of the N.W.T.: the 
Chipewyan, the Dogrib, the North Slavey, the South 
Slavey, and the Gwich’in. 

Specific Learner Expectations in the following areas: 

•	 Student relationship with the land

•	 Student relationship with the spiritual world

•	 Student relationship with other people

•	 Student relationship with themselves

Also, specific expectations are provided to guide the 
teacher in setting goals for students who have Dene as 
a first language, as well as for students who are learn-
ing a Dene language as their second language.

Thematic Units. Approximately fifty thematic units are 

outlined as a possible basis from which to develop a 
Dene program within a school. The thematic units are 
generic in the sense that they apply in greater or lesser 
measures to all regions, and in the sense that they 
form the content considered core to the Dene culture. 

Each unit consists of learning expectations and ex-
amples of key learning experiences appropriate for 
students at various grade levels. The learning expecta-
tions correspond to the specific expectations identified 
in the curriculum in the areas of Land, Spiritual World, 
Others, and Self. 

The thematic units can be an organizational frame-
work for determining how existing learning resources 
can be used as well as for the development of new 
learning resources. Using these units, it will become 
evident what kinds of resources are most needed to 
be developed. 

The Place of Our Elders in Dene Kede

We have always understood the wealth that our elders 
possess, but we have not been so sure of their place 
in the fast-paced world of technology. By seeing 
children as the key to our future, we realize that we 
must impart in them the Dene perspectives identified 
as crucial to our survival. Our elders must be given 
a place in our formal education system so that these 
values and perspectives can be passed on to our 
children, who will be working with the technological 
tools and knowledge that the modern world provides. 
The elders will be an essential resource to the teach-
er when organizing key cultural experiences for the 
students. These experiences, along with the presence 
of our elders, will give students a firm grounding in 
Dene perspective. 

The Place of Language Learning in Dene Kede

The Dene languages must be viewed not as ends in 
themselves but rather as tools that enable us to access 
the knowledge and wisdom of the elders, and to help 
us better understand the Dene perspective. Language 
is viewed by the Dene as a gift from the Creator to 
enable us to reach back into our past and our history 
in order that we can go forward toward survival. The 
Dene languages help us to establish good relation 
shops with the spiritual world other people, the land 
and ourselves.

Introduction to Dene Kede
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Experiential Learning

The teaching approach advocated by this curriculum 
is based on the use of Key Cultural Experiences. Key 
Cultural Experiences here are understood to be:

•	 Whole experiences rather than parts of one.

•	 Doing rather than analyzing

•	 Authentic, realistic or natural activities within the 
Dene culture.

•	 Experienced at different levels of awareness and 
ability depending upon the individual 

•	 Experienced over and over throughout a life-
time with a spiralling development of awareness 
and ability in individuals

It is in the context of these cultural experiences that 
students learn the perspectives that are distinctly 
Dene. The perspectives can be taught in other ways 
as well, such as through discussion or hearing stories. 
However, they are best taught in a “lived” experience. 
Teachers, schools and communities must enable such 
experiences as much as possible to make Dene Kede 
come alive. 

Analysis, practice, review, and reflection are activities 
which occur as offshoots to these key cultural experi-
ences. Also, basic academic skills, including language 
skills, are taught as offshoots to these key cultural 
experiences. 

Evaluation

The primary form of evaluation proposed for Dene 
Kede is formative evaluation. The individual is mea-
sured against himself or herself rather than against 
others. It is expected that each student will progress 
over time, becoming more capable in terms of the 
indicators identified in the learning expectations. 

Emphasis on formative evaluation requires the teach-
er to keep very precise records to pass on with each 
student from year to year. 

Student self-evaluation is an important component 
of Dene Kede. This is a modern-day attempt to bring 
the child back to the Dene way of being self-aware, 
self-responsible and self-motivated. 
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