Nonfiction
Writing
Samples 1-6

These writing samples are intended to show how student writing can be assessed using the
NWT-ELA writing standards. The samples were selected from student writing from across the
NWT. No one sample can accurately match every writing standard, so a number of samples
have been included. When assessing student writing (either for or of learning) it is important to

remember to use a variety of samples. The more samples you use, the more you can be confi-
dent in your observations.
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Grade 1

Grade One Writing

Students begin with simple drawings and labels then move to written descriptions and stories. By the end of grade one,
students are able to write in several genres (narrative, expository, letters, and poetry). They use previously modeled forms,
and often follow familiar sentence patterns. Although conventions are still not consolidated (there will still be approximated
spelling and other errors), the intent to communicate should be clear. Content usually is focused on personal experiences,
as well as areas of personal interest. Students begin to make connections between their own prior knowledge and
experiences and new learning. They also begin to paraphrase information found in texts, as well as beginning to put ideas
and information into sequential formats. Beginning writers will use initial/final consonant combinations along with some
medial vowels, expand their sight word base, and use classroom environmental print. Word walls, posted charts and
poems, big books, familiar texts, name cards, theme words, and other sources of text all contribute to the development of
independent writers in Grade One. Students also need lots of opportunity to write — shared and interactive writing, guided
writing, and independent writing time. It is also important for students to have choice in their writing — in topic, in genre, or
both They also begin to expand their ability to sort ideas and information, and begin to use graphic organizers such as
K-W-L, RANN, and “beginning-middle-end” charts.

Sample 1

Discussion:

This sample uses a journal entry format,
describing a common science activity in
Grade 1. There is an illustration
accompanied by several observations.
Although the piece is written as one very
long sentence, there are several thoughts
contained in it.. It is possible that the author
was asked to extend the journal entry by
adding details; this might explain the
repetition of the “leavses” and the apparent
after-thought of the kinds of seeds that were
planted. The use of “leavses” might indicate
either a copying error from a word wall or
other word centre or an overgeneralization
of adding “es” to make a plural. “Wensday”
and “uther” appear to be applying “sounding
+  out’, while “greer” (for green) is likely
/ l& another copying error. Although there is no
punctuation inside the piece and each idea
is connected with “and”, the author has
correctly placed capital letters where new
—— sentences should have begun.

T APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas from classroom study
- writing stays on topic

- content is a simple description

- writing includes a few details

- uses words related to topic

- uses simple declarative sentence pattern

- writing is individual

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable

Non Fiction Writing 2



Sample 2 Grade 1
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Discussion: This sample is modeled on a simple expository book (similar to leveled early-reading texts). Each page has a
simple sentence and an accompanying illustration. The sample also shows the cover, with the title (author and illustrator
have been removed); it also has a “dedication” page. The content is made up of simple statements taken from either a per-
sonal experience or a more complex source that was listened to or viewed. These are likely the key ideas the author re-
membered. There are descriptive details (they put numbers on the bears, some bears live under cabins) and some of the
illustrations add further details (“don’t walk”, binoculars for the bear watch). There are some words related to the topic (polar
bears, bear watch). There are simple declarative sentences, but the author also use a question to introduce the subject, in
the same way many simple expository texts do. Punctuation and capitalization are inconsistent.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas from classroom study
- writing stays on topic

- content is a simple description

- writing includes a few details

- writing is modeled on a familiar organizational structure (simple expository book: picture and one line of text)
- uses words related to topic

- uses simple declarative sentence patterns

- writing is individual (sounds like child is telling the information)

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 3 Grade 1
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Discussion:

This sample shows a comparison piece, likely based on class discussion. The class may also have used a graphic organiz-
er, which would give support for the structure of the piece. Some of the word choice in this sample reflects class generated
ideas (“surrounding communities”, “population”) as does some of the sentence structure ("People both in Yellowknife and
the surrounding communities”, “important to the community because..”). The reference to “the Mcdonald” requires the illus-
tration to understand that it refers to the hospital next to the McDonald’s restaurant. There is only one spelling error in the
sample (Mcdonald), possibly indicating some editing, at least for spelling. There are some omitted words on the first page,
which may mean the editing process was not complete.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas from classroom study
- writing stays on topic

- content is a simple description; may include misconceptions

- writing includes a few details

- writing is modeled on familiar organizational structure (likely a graphic organizer)
- uses words related to topic

- uses simple declarative sentence patterns

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling

- capitalizes first letter of names, “I”, and the beginning of sentences

- uses periods at the end of sentences

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 4 Grade 1

B ?(\doyfewuo\fy 7, 2003

YT RRTY

Seedd

MDY febluary |9 207
, )0

©
Mo doy, FRBIMUATY 17,7 p 53

7Y/
'

i

i \ng@ My p| ot wotef. 5 el | :

wedheSdo% Feb"uﬂf/\/ /({) Lovj

V«-n//‘\

I/ hove  feoNeS om stemS®

m P hoS - stemS. %

Discussion:

This sample shows observations from a common Grade 1 science experiment. It is written as a book, with illustrations and
simple sentences. The structure is modeled on the simple expository books that are common in Grade 1 classrooms. The
information is understandable even without the illustrations. The sentences are very basic, with no additional detail or de-
scription, but the illustrations bring some further information (the seeds sprouting, a water jug, cups of seeds along a ledge).
Words such as “water”, “leaves”, and “stems” are specific to the topic of planting seeds. Although the sentence structure is
basic, it does carry some voice; the statements sound like a student’s descriptions of the events in each picture. The con-

7]

ventions is the sample are strong; the “p” in plants may be either upper case or simply misaligned on the line.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic usually reflects personal experience or ideas from classroom study
- writing stays on topic

- content is a simple description

- writing includes a few details

- writing makes sense independent of context setting illustration

- writing is modeled on a simple organizational structure

- uses words related to topic

- writing is individual (sounds like child is telling the information).

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling

- capitalizes first letter of names, “I”, and the beginning of sentences

- uses periods at the end of sentences

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 5

Grade 1

Discussion:
This sample shows a student summary of information about
a topic studied in class. There may have been specific
prompts for the information, or it may have been simply a
list of the information the student remembers or thought
was important. The structure of the piece is like a list, in that
there are no connections from one sentence to the next, but
this is typical of Grade 1 writing. The use of “deers” as a
plural could either be a dialectic variation or an overgeneral-
ization of adding “s” to create plurals.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- topic usually reflects personal interest or ideas from class-

e dears Enem v

room study

- writing stays on topic

- content is a simple description; may include misconceptions
(horns)

- writing includes a few details

- writing makes sense independent of context-setting illustra-
tion

”(Ofi %/’\‘é“r‘“’c“‘”" b 2

- writing is modeled on a familiar organizational structure
(simple description)

- uses words related to topic
- uses simple declarative sentence patterns

- capitalizes first letter of names, “I”
- uses periods at the end of sentences

- writing is individual (sounds like child is telling the information)
- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling
, and the beginning of sentences

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable

Sample 6

o InTTNE - fo /"(asf"
FO/K“S /\ féP r~ ha‘f?”“?La"o' """""""
Nome—foxescomn climb

Discussion:

This sample shows a summary of information about a topic studied in class.
The structure of the piece is still like a list, but there are two sentences that
connect ideas (“some foxes are white”, “some foxes are black”). There is
some variety in sentence length . There are specific words connected to the
topic (“enemies”, “related”, “hibernate”), but not a lot of description. Conven-
tion errors in spelling are mlnimal and do not interfere with the communica-
tion.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic usually reflects personal interest or ideas from classroom study

- writing stays on topic

- content is a simple description; may include misconceptions (hibernation)
- writing includes a few details

- writing makes sense independent of context-setting illustration

- writing is modeled on a familiar organizational structure (simple descrip-
tion)

- uses words related to topic

- uses simple declarative sentence patterns

- writing is individual (sounds like child is telling the information)

- capitalizes first letter of names,
- uses periods at the end of sentences

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling
“I", and the beginning of sentences

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 7 Grade 1
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Discussion:
This sample also shows a student summary of information about a topic studied in class. It provides a topic sen-
tence as an introduction (“This is a hawk”), and then goes on to provide details. The last three sentences show a
logical connection of ideas. The author has used words related to the topic (“feathers”, “prey”) as well as descriptive
words (“sharp and pointy”). Although the conventions are a bit weak (capitalization and omitted words), the content
and voice are both strong.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic usually reflects personal interest or ideas from classroom study
- writing stays on topic

- content is a simple description; may include misconceptions

- writing includes a few details

- uses descriptive words

- writing makes sense independent of context-setting illustration

- writing is modeled on a familiar organizational structure (simple description)
- uses words related to topic

- uses descriptive words

- uses simple declarative sentence patterns

- writing is individual

- writing is engaging

- capitalizes first letter of names, “I”, and the beginning of sentences

- uses periods at the end of sentences

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Grade Two Writing

Students in Grade Two begin to expand their audiences and learn to use writing in varied ways, including sharing infor-
mation and ideas, telling stories, persuading others, and using language to create images for others. Drama and readers’
theatre are popular choices with grade two students. Content begins to extend beyond self and family, to include things from
the community, as well as ideas and extensions of modeled text (books, films, TV, and other sources of text), memories,
and opinions. Students experiment with a wider variety of modeled forms and genres. There is usually a logical organiza-
tional sequence to the piece. Teachers need to continue to model through shared and guided writing. Grade Two’s can sus-
tain longer periods of writing, and need longer, uninterrupted blocks of time to work on projects. As in previous years, stu-
dents continue to need choices in topic, genre, or both. Grade Two writing becomes easier to read throughout the year as
students gain further control over writing conventions, however it is important to remember that some approximated spelling
is still to be expected. Continued time for reading aloud each day to students is also very important. Teachers can create
mini-lessons using material taken from favourite read-alouds to illustrate such concepts as descriptive language, compound
sentences, showing rather than telling details, etc. Students begin to experiment with new vocabulary, sentence patterns,
and organizational sequences.
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Sample 1

What I know about rabbits
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Grade 2

Discussion:

This sample is a KWL (Know-Want to Know-
Learned) chart about rabbits. Each column is a
set of facts. The first and third columns (Know &
Learned) share some connections (babies, car-

They
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afle_ainls rots); what was learned is not connected to the
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has generally used complete sentences in the

eat carwofts, chart, as well as punctuation. These points

in__the inter?

a)’e/ might indicate that the chart is being used as an
grown u\g rcﬂ\zl\ activity, but is not a_ctually peing used as a tool
. T offon erher to record research mformgtlon. The spelling er-
ow. ¢ |rors show the use of spelling patterns (“bayby”

with the /—ay/ family and then the /y/ ending

Rubric qualities:
- topic is clear
- writing stays on topic

- title gives topic

- content is a collection of ideas
- writing includes simple details

- follows simple research organizational patterns (graphic organizer)

that sounds like /e/; “wack” instead of “walk”))
and poorly applied generalizations (/’s/ in
“grown up’s” but no apostrophe in “cant”). The
confusion between “their” and “there” (in the last
column) is common in grade 2.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

- uses a variety of simpl

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

e sentence patterns

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- uses spelling generalizations, patterns, or structural analysis

- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable

Sample 2
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Description:
This sample is a student summary of information about a topic most likely
studied in class. It provides descriptive details (furry animals, flat tails that
look like paddles) and uses words that are specific to the topic (swim un-
derwater, slap their tails, danger). The sentence construction shows com-
binations of ideas using transition words like “with” and “so”. The piece is
interesting to read, but the spelling errors do interfere somewhat with
communication. The over-generalized use of hyphens to continue words
on the next line is also distracting, but not uncommon in grade 2.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- writing includes simple details

- title gives topic

- middle follows topic

- follows simple research organizational patterns

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses words related to topic

- uses a variety of simple sentence patterns

- writing engages audience

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks
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Sample 3 Grade 2
What 'do bats look like?
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Discussion: This sample is a student summary of knowledge about bats. There is a graphic organizer recording ideas,
then summary statements are generated from the ideas. Not all of the ideas are included in the summary statements; this
may be because there was not enough space on the second page to accommodate all the ideas. However, there were
ideas included in the summary statements that are not on the graphic organizer page, so it may also mean that the stu-
dent did not use the graphic organizer in the way it was intended to be used. This is not uncommon in grade 2. The con-
tent is specific, and the vocabulary in both the graphic organizer and the summary page is generally related to the topic
(bat home, nectar, nocturnal, attics). While the sentences still follow a fairly basic subject-verb pattern, there are some
more sophisticated patterns as well (Bats look like they have very big eyes, and very big ears. Bats like attics and homes
to live in. Bats live in bat homes, too.). Many words are spelled correctly. Errors tend to be around letter combinations
(“eaes” for “eyes”, “ers” for “ears”, “lerd” for “learned”) but there are phonetic errors (“‘cut” for “cute”, “berns” for “barns”,
“noctchrnl” for “nocturnal”) and some that are likely visual errors (“to” for “too”).

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- title or opening sentence gives topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (simple research)
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses words related to topic

- uses a variety of simple sentence patterns

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- uses spelling generalizations, patterns, and structural analysis

- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 4 Grade 2
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Discussion: This sample is a lengthy research project

{, n {_C Y‘@S L n q -P@ C‘{j S that uses a set of graphic organizers with pre-
il

7 determined headings. Once the information has been

- collected in the graphic organizer, the ideas are written
i \e Ly as sentences in the first draft. There is evidence of adult
‘(‘QS eyye support in revising and editing. Based on the language

[ and sentence structure, it would appear that some of
the sentences have been copied directly from the
sources, as they are significantly more complex than
the rest of the text. This is not uncommon with primary
students, who may struggle with putting ideas from a
source into their own words. The first draft also contains
information that does not appear in the graphic organiz-
er. There is also an idea about muskrat that is not in-
cluded in the draft.

The vocabulary in the draft is appropriate, although
there are words included that are likely not the student’s
own (inhabiting, life span, chocolate brown grasslands).
The sentences are generally simple patterns, and are
'6 . _é all declarative. More complex sentence structure stands
Main Idea:t n *e‘(-es t”ﬂ actS out as being possibly copied from the source text (Bison
‘ live in parks and reserves, inhabiting flat grasslands;
t(ﬁ\.\i Ve Oblsr e ‘t:T(_A)\: t "V5 From thousands of years ago to a few hundred, one
\8 o £ (oo animal has shaped the North America’s Indigenous

sth)rd ALNSp 50X People).

Because of the erratic sentence structure, it is more
difficult for the audience to engage in the writing. There
is little sense of the student telling the information; ra-
ther it is a recitation of facts. This may indicate that the
student was not particularly engaged with the topic; it
also may be that a second draft would bring more
“voice” to the piece.

MEETING STANDARDS

Continued on next page
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Sample 4, cont'd
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Grade 2

Interesting Facts

Rubric qualities:
- topic is clear
- writing stays on topic

So ; - content is a collection of ide-
as
co is - title or opening sentence
gives topic
0 ) sRoy - middle follows topic

- follows organizational struc-
ture appropriate to form
(simple research)

- word choice is appropriate
for intended audience

- uses words related to topic
- uses some descriptive

A words to create an image

) - uses a variety of simple sen-
tence patterns

- uses conventional spelling
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Sample 5

This is what | learned at our race car rally.
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Grade 2

Discussion: This sample is a summary of observations based on a shared
classroom experience. For the observations to make sense, the reader has to
infer what the experience was, but it is possible to do that and the student voice
is quite clear in the piece. The sentence structure is repetitive, but reflects the
prompt at the top of the page. When students start with a set format, it is not
uncommon to have this kind of repetition at this grade.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- writing includes simple details

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (simple experiment)
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses words related to topic

- uses a variety of simple sentence patterns

- writing engages the audience

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- uses spelling generalizations, patterns, and structural analysis

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable

Discussion: This sample is a collection of facts. The
author has used a “question/answer” format to engage
the audience. The questions do not have a strong con-
nection, but the information in the answers flows logi-
cally. The explanation of the term “territory” shows a
good use of a standard expository format. The piece
has no real conclusion; it ends with another fact, alt-
hough the fact is connected to the previous information.
The sentence structure is varied and keeps the piece
interesting. The word choice is strong, and uses vo-
cabulary that is specific to the topic (“territory”, “pack”).
The spelling and punctuation makes the piece easy to
read.

Yo l(t 9006{
Eo\ch wolf Pad(

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- writing includes simple details

- title or opening sentence gives topic
- middle follows topic

- uses words related to topic

- writing engages the audience

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (simple research)
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of simple sentence patterns

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- uses spelling generalizations, patterns, and structural analysis

- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 6 Grade 2
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3 Discussion: This sample shows a completed research project.
5 1 ? It has simple notes completed on a graphic organizer with pre-

w“ngl ‘ \;\: ae e ?f_e_‘ga_mk determined headings. The information is then put into a first
WAL s are ATV draft and edited for spelling, grammar, and punctuation. The
Do\-\ril : final draft adds bold print for emphasis, and illustrations and
captions. The final draft is very similar to the format used in
many grade level expository texts. There are a variety of sen-
tence patterns, which add variety and interest to the piece. The
final draft has well-edited spelling and punctuation, making it
easy to read.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Continued on next page
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Sample 6, cont'd

(0% U KNow ™ PoVar—Besas Vive R —
P Sl 1 . ’]ong‘ —andWave “Aehieand i Has North
Ylack nases? They alse have Yool Theroe Vots —af —ice
serall fuery - ears: Polor Beass e w - A e Twey W

= [ — 3 : 205 NG E v wete Yalies.
Yoo bear— Jamilyd Thay— They ——wake — Voles —n—
cameYimes — Vive —fae DO e swaw Ao Yive va)

3 e‘qﬁ'.‘ T\"\Z‘Ii‘ _

Aor is - watm:

oAl 355":67(""i‘\‘ie’”””"suw;meFO T -
They ——alse eat fish e wodhl The bobies
dwa \ —are T pink whaen Yoy
are Kresy  veaal :

L

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- writing includes simple details

- title or opening sentence gives topic

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (simple research)
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses words related to topic

- uses descriptive words to create an image

- uses a variety of simple sentence patterns

- writing engages the audience

- may show emphasis by using different sizes of print

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- uses spelling generalizations, patterns, and structural analysis

- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable

Grade 2
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By Grade Three, most students are consolidating their writing skills. They are able to use their growing competencies in
speaking, writing, and representing to communicate ideas and information or to persuade others to a particular point of view.
Students experiment with new vocabulary and sentence structure and try out different ways to organize and present their
material. They also may use dialogue as a way to advance the plot. Generally, Grade Three students do not have good con-
trol over the use of quotation marks and other dialogue conventions, and it is often difficult to follow the plot unless the stu-
dent reads the piece aloud. This can be opportunity for a small-group mini-lesson on keeping the audience in mind when
writing, and the strategies authors use to make it clear who is talking, and when the speakers change. Although quotation
marks are not expected to be mastered until Grade Four they can certainly be introduced at this level because so many stu-
dents begin to use dialogue. Writing has a clear introduction and follows a logical sequence. Students begin to write for a
wider variety of audiences, Students are now able to do some self- and peer editing, checking for errors in conventions. Stu-
dents can also edit for completeness of thoughts and basic sentence structure. Teachers need to continue to model a varie-
ty of writing genres, stressing the connections between receptive and expressive language. Mini-lessons to teach author’s
craft also help to expand the grade three student’s growing repertoire of skills. Students are becoming more aware of tradi-
tional story patterns and are trying to incorporate those in their own writing. Oral discussion now includes sharing opinions
as well as information, and students are able to support their opinions with evidence and details.
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Sample 1
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Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- main ideas are supported with some evidence (described
with facts)

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated at the beginning

- simple conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses some descriptive language to create an image

- writing engages audience

- voice is evident (sensing the person behind the words)
- writing creates tone that is consistent with the content
- uses own words

- uses capitalization correctly

- uses end punctuation correctly

Grade 3

wreste, \/\/0 W ]

Constaple Nowmis i o 36neml
duty officer. Some RCMP
pﬁop\e are F;]a‘f’ and
hi%"away FQ’Ha\ Aticer. HLMP
Feople wse  dog to  looh for
bombs, dfujﬁ) lost f:eaf;la’,
\/\/arhinj 5 a RCMVP man s

a 5peo{a1 career. \/\/0 \/\/!

Discussion: This sample is a simple description of a class-
room experience. It uses some descriptive language (“bright
as a bumble bee”) and some language specific to the topic
(“training”, “general duty officer”). The ideas are all related to
the topic, but are not connected to each other so the piece
does not flow well. It does, however, have good voice. The
author engages the reader through variation in sentence
length, language, and sentence type (exclamatory and de-
clarative). This sample appears to be a first draft; there are a
number of spelling errors that slow down the reader, as well
as a few missing words. However, the intent of the commu-
nication is still clear and relatively easy to understand.

APPROACHING STANDARDS
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Sample 2

MY ANLMAL HIDDI

What =ak seals

~nd  somefimes walruses

Discussion: This sample is a simple research
piece. Each piece of information is written as a
separate idea; it is more like a list than a connect-
ed piece of writing. The word choice and sentence
structure indicate that some of the information has
likely been copied directly from the source (“Polar
bear’s main prey”, “most numerous seal in the Arc-
tic”, “living symbol of the Arctic”, “one of the most
ferocious of all bears”). By grade 3, students
should be able to record information in their own
words. The repetitive nature of the sentence struc-
ture does create an expository tone, similar to sim-
ple “Did You Know?” books, without the questions.
The format is not particularly engaging for the au-
dience, as the statements are not really connected
to one another, so the piece doesn’t flow very well.
The spelling and punctuation are strong and the
piece is easy to read; the format and voice, howev-
er, do not meet the grade level standard.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Grade 3

The Flor Peor

The Folor ?86 pwu?% gwoejd (30m) long

and weigh |
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The Folor beors front paw i smg ler +hen s bock
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(J;‘;egond Ei\ur,m Nor\ti)ay (Qn,d Dq&-mmrk. °

The Pmlor loear ves in. the Artic,l
snow melts it will move fnr her up no

n oll the

The Polar bears moin prey is the (inged seal
ond somctimes Wolruese

The Polar bear lives in o huge snaw burrowe

he Polar bear n srow purfow
+h7(;+ con tH ea Cjcrﬁrfwgie;’ qua % gears.
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It or\cO@%rJr he Qm oroc:mg J ?10 baors)anﬁ one
ih@ largest land-| living cornivorese

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated at the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful way

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences
- writing creates tone that is consistent with the content
- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most high frequency words correctly; unfamiliar
words are spelled phonetically

- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 3 Grade 3

Narwhals

This report is about a narwhal. The narwhal is a gray
brownish color. Narwhals have chubby and streamlined bodies with

no dorsal fin. They have a round head,a 10 feet tusk, and a body

that is 5 feet long. They have short flippers and tail flukes.
Narwhals live in Arctic oceans around North America. DISC.)LISSIOI”IZ T.hls Sample 'sa Summaw of research |nfor-_
mation found in texts. Most of the piece appears to be written
Narwhals don't migrate. in the student’s own words, although there are some phrases
that sound quite sophisticated compared to the rest of the
) piece (“chubby and streamlined bodies”, “close relatives of the
There enemies are polar bears, sharks, killer whales, walruses beluga”, “special vertebrae that allows them to turn their
and Inuit kil 1,000 Narwhals a year. head”). Each item of information is presented in a separate
paragraph, indicating an basic understanding of the purpose
of paragraphing (starting a new idea); however, the ideas do
killer whale will then be afraid of hitting its dorsal fin on the not flow well and there are no transition words. The source
titles are cited, but without authors. By grade 3, students
Bl e o ] BRI Thiene apes SR should be recording both tlhe title qf th.e source and the author.
' ' Even though some of the information is in the student’s own
left in the world. words, there is not a clear sense of voice from the piece. The
tone is consistent with sharing information but there is little
sense of the author’s perspective or personality in the piece.
are close relatives of the beluga. Narwhals have a special Spe”ing is generally good (some there/their Confusion); there
are a few problems with sentence structure, including number
agreement and internal punctuation (“Narwhals diet”, “"There
groups of 6 to 12. Narwhals Latin name is Mondon Monoceros. enemies are ... and Inuit kill 1000 narwhals a year”). Proof-
reading with a partner or adult might catch these errors.

Narwhals diet includes fish, squid, and krill.

To escape from a killer whale they stay close to the ice. The

ice.

Narwhals are sometimes called the unicorn of the sea. They

vertibrae that allows them to turn their head. They travel in

Their mating season isin April and their calvs are born in July or

August. APPROACHING STANDARDS

Resources:
1. Whales
2.Whales, dolphins and porpoises

3.Narwhal
4. Whale

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated at the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is connected to the writing purpose
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences

- writing creates tone that is consistent with the content

- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most high frequency words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically
- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication

- lists titles (but not authors) of sources used
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Sample 5 Grade 3
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Discussion: This sample shows a multi-step research project with a graphic organizer for recording information in pre
-determined categories, a first draft, and a second draft that includes illustrations and captions. The note-making
starts well in the first column, using key words, but then the student begins to write in sentences for the remaining
three sections. This limits the amount of information that can be recorded and also makes it more likely that the stu-
dent will simply copy the information from the graphic organizer to the first draft, rather than considering the points
and then putting them together in a logical sequence. There is evidence of revision from the first draft to the second
draft, changing sentence type and length, as well as some editing. Some of the pictures and captions are photocop-
ied, but there are no sources noted for them. There are also hand-drawn illustrations and hand-written labels and cap-
tions, indicating an understanding of the use of such text features. The final draft also has some examples of bold
print being used for emphasis. The final draft of the piece follows the same organizational pattern that was set up in
the graphic organizer, with the information divided into the four categories. Although the information in each category
is connected to that specific section, the connections between ideas in each section are not clear and the sections do
not flow as well as they should. Each section still reads like a set of unconnected facts. Despite this, however, there is
still a sense of voice in the piece, and the content is strong.

MEETING STANDARDS
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Sample 5, cont'd
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Polar bears live in the Arctic on icy, cold land

and on huge patches of frozen ocean.
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Grade 3

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- describes the topic with
facts

- includes descriptive
details

- topic is stated at the
beginning

captions

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to the topic

- uses some descriptive language to create an image

- uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences

- writing creates tone that is consistent with the content

- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most high frequency words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically
- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is connected to the writing purpose (includes heading, illustrations, and
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Sample 4, cont'd
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Sample 4, cont'd Grade 3

Discussion: This sample is a more complex piece of research. There is a note-taking frame based on pre-determined
categories, and then a space for the first draft of the section underneath. It is evident that the author took care to include
each item from the notes (see the checkmarks). There is some evidence of revision between the first and second drafts.
The ideas presented on each page of the second draft are all connected to the specific heading; some sections flow bet-
ter than others. The use of transition words between ideas might help. The author has also included illustrations, cap-
tions, and diagrams in the second draft. The labeling and organization of the piece show a good understanding of the use
of text features in expository writing (cutaways, labeled diagrams, table of contents). Although the piece is not particularly
neat or easy to read, there is a strong voice in this sample that is evident in the variation in sentence type and length,
word choice, and the illustrations and captions. The effort to match the text and the illustrations and diagrams shows a
good understanding of the craft of writing expository text. There are no sources listed for the research, which should be
included in grade 3.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- describes the topic with facts

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated at the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is connected to the writing purpose
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to the topic

- uses some descriptive language to create an image

- uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences

- writing creates tone that is consistent with the content

- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most high frequency words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically
- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 6
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Discussion: This sample is a summary of information learned through a
cultural experience. The author has used the structure of the day
(different activities throughout the day) to organize the writing. There is a
separate introduction and conclusion, and each paragraph discusses a
separate topic (the beaver, the raven, and trapping). There are good tran-
sitions between the paragraphs, and the information in each paragraph
also flows fairly well. There is an effort to use different sentence lengths
and to change the sentence beginnings to add interest and make it more
interesting to read. An editing conference might have caught the errors in
the piece (punctuation, spelling, and repeated words) which would have
improved the overall appearance of the piece. However, the content, or-
ganization, and craft make it an excellent piece of writing.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- topic is clear

- includes descriptive details
- topic is stated at the beginni

- simple conclusion is stated

- writing engages audience
- voice is evident

- uses own words
- uses capitalization correctly

- describes the topic with facts

ng

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is connected to the writing purpose

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to the topic

- uses some descriptive language to create an image

- uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences

- writing creates tone that is consistent with the content

- spells most high frequency words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically
- uses end punctuation correctly
- errors do not interfere with communication
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Students in Grade Four write for a variety of purposes and audiences and are able to set more specific purposes for writ-
ing. They are expanding their informational writing, including information from a variety of sources and looking at different
techniques and forms to convey their meaning. Narrative writing uses dialogue and description to show action; the con-
tent expands to include imagination and fantasy. In Grade Four, students begin to organize their writing in paragraphs.
Students continue to require focused mini-lessons on the author’s craft to develop their skills; they understand how visu-
als can help to focus the attention of the reader or to emphasize ideas. They also are able to adapt their language use to
particular audiences and purposes and begin to use resources such as dictionaries, a thesaurus, or a spell checker to
support conventions. Shared, guided, and independent writing time continue to be important within the class schedule.
Students in grade four continue to need opportunities to share their work with others, and to write for real audiences and
purposes.
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Sample 1

JREZEG

Grade 4

Discussion: This sample states that it is an essay, although the
format is not continued after the first paragraph. It may be that the
author was experimenting with a new format or was not familiar
with what would be expected in an essay (introduction, body with
information and supporting details, and conclusion). The topic,
hunting buffalo, is stated in the title and in the first paragraph. The
remainder of the piece talks about Métis community rules, alt-
hough not all of these are specific to buffalo hunting. The author
struggles with maintaining tense and point of view (shift from past
tense to present between second and third paragraph; “first time a
hunter...his bridle and saddle...second time he breaks...your coat”)
as well as trying to be consistent in listing the rules. Control over
sentence structure is also weak in places (“women would prepare
meals, make clothing (do anything but what the men do)”; “
yelled at their name and called thief”).

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained
- main ideas are supported with evidence: information is factual; may
include unnecessary information

- topic is stated in the beginning

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication

Discussion: This sample is a response to a prompt. The topic is
stated in the first sentence, and it is organized in a logical
sequence. There is generally good variety in sentence length,
although there is some over-reliance on “then” as the most
common conjunction. The piece uses some good descriptive
language (“slowly poke my head out”; “quickly and quietly pack
up”; “while keeping an eye out for the bear”). Voice is evident is
the piece, through interesting word choice and the variety in
sentence length.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

- uses a variety of simple and compound sentences

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain the topic
- main ideas are supported with evidence: infor-
mation is factual

- topic is stated in the beginning

- conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary related to topic

- uses some transition words

- voice is evident

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content
- uses capitalization correctly

ically

- uses end punctuation correctly

- uses commas and apostrophes

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 3

Grade 4

QUESTION

WILL THE FOOD COLORING HAVE ANY
EFFECT ON THE PLANTS?

HYPOTHESIS

I think the plants might change
coulour and grow a bit bigger,or
they might not grow at all.

materials

Discussion: This sample follows a standard Science experiment format, although
it is missing the “Procedure” section, which leaves a significant gap in the intend-
ed communication. The rest of the information is well presented; the hypothesis is
not particularly clear, but trying to include multiple possibilities in the hypothesis is
not uncommon for grade 4. The information in the “Results” section is also mini-
mal; more details would make the summary statement carry more meaning. The
author has used bold print and increased font size to add emphasis. Having the
entire piece centred on the page (rather than right-aligned) may have been inten-
tional, or it may be a result of trying to centre the headings.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

one cup
soil
cotton

one egg
food coloring
pepper grass seeds

RESULTS

My results show that nether one
grew, which means eather the
foodcoulouring made it a
poisonous environment for the
plants to live or the seeds were
bad.

CONCLUSION

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main idea is supported with evidence

- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connected to the
writing purpose (headings)

- conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for the intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to the topic

- uses some transition words

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

- spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically

My conclusion is that more tests
have to be done to make an
accurate conclusion.
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Discussion: This sample uses a Science experiment format. It is well
organized. Some of the points are a bit unclear, primarily due to un-
clear word choice (“pick time to rub balloons on head”; “short hair will
make the balloons stay longer”). Once the reader has inferred that the
experiment is about creating static electricity, it is easier to make sense
of the piece. There is a chart included in the piece, adding detail to the
results. As well, the author has chosen to use underlining and circling
to enhance the organization and make the piece easier to read.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain topic: information is factual
- main idea is supported with evidence

- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connect-
ed to the writing purpose (headings)

- conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for the intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to the topic

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

- uses words that add clarity and detail

- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically
- uses end punctuation correctly

- uses apostrophes

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 5
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Discussion: This sample models a brochure format, folded in thirds with infor-
mation on both sides of the paper. The centre section on the back is empty. The
two sections of the inside of the brochure that give information have the same
heading (“Saturn”); each idea is contained in a paragraph, although the para-
graphing is not formatted clearly (no indents, no spacing between paragraphs).
While students are working with paragraphing in grade 4, they still require guid-
ance and support, and are not expected to be able to paragraph independently.
There are no connections between the paragraphs, and so the two sections read
more like a list than a connected piece. The multiple choice questions have the
answers embedded in the text, but there are no specific answers given, indicating
the author has not yet mastered this text feature. There are illustrations and a cap-
tion, indicating some familiarity with that text feature. The language is descriptive,
particularly in the “questions” section, and in the caption. The sources for the infor-
mation presented in the brochure are not recorded.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain the topic

- main ideas are supported with evidence

- may include unnecessary information

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated at the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connected to the writ-
ing purpose

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses descriptive language to create an image

- uses a variety of simple and compound sentences

- writing engages audience

- voice is evident

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with the content

- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically
- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 6
Question

What will roll down faster a RAMP. A egg,baseball,can,or
puck.

Hypothesis

1 think the baseball will roll down faster on theRAMP.

Materials

You will need 20 cm of books for the height,49 cm of
poster board for the length. You will need a
baseball,egg,can,puck and toilet pager and stopwatch.

Procedure

1.Make a RAMP, height of 20 cm and length of 49 cm, out
of poster board (RAMP),books (height) and toilet pager
(landing).

2.Mark a starting on RAMP.

3.Hold egg at start line,let it go and start the stopwatch.
4.Stop the stopwatch when the egg hits the toilet paper.
5.Write time on the T-table.

6.Repeat 2 times

7.Hold the puck at the starting line, rounded side down.

8.Time how long it takes to roll down.
9.Do the same thing with the baseball
10.repeat 2 times

11.Do the samething with a can on its side.
12.Repeat 2 times

13.Find the average time for each object.

Results

The can went down the fastest
The baseball went down the 2th fastest

The egg went down 3td fastest
The puck went down last.

Next time I will make sides for it and make it higher.

Conclusion

The can went down faster because it is smooth and
rounder.

Grade 4

Discussion: This sample follows the format of a standard science experiment
write-up. The sections are specific to the format and each contains adequate
information. Unfortunately, not all of the information is clearly presented, so
understanding does falter (“What will roll down faster a ramp”; “(RAMP, books
(height) and toilet paper”). Sentence structure is quite basic; the piece does
not really engage the reader. The author has used underlining, headings, and
bold and uppercase letters for emphasis, indicating some understanding
about using text features. The “Results” section lists the order of speed down
the ramp. The final sentence (“Next time | will make sides for it and make it
higher”) presumabily refers to the ramp, but is out-of-context. There is no dis-
cernable voice in this piece, and so it is not particularly interesting to read.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain the topic

- topic is stated at the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connected to
the writing purpose

- conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses some transition words

- writing creates tone that is consistent with the content

- spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically
- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 7
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Discussion: This sample uses a simple essay format with an intro-
duction to state the topic (“Basketball is my sport of the day”) and
separate paragraphs for sub-topics. There is no concluding para-
graph. The author has attempted to explain a complex game and
assumes a great deal of background knowledge on the part of the
reader. However, this is not uncommon in grade 4. The author’'s
voice comes through clearly. In fact, several sections of the piece
are written exactly the same way they would have been spoken. The
purpose of the hyphens in “drib-ble” is not clear, but may be for em-
phasis. There is good variation in sentence length, and the author
works hard to engage the audience

MEETING STANDARDS

ML&L&LMMML
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The way {ou shest a ball in the nektis

easy b.%‘! ,gﬁt hove yur arms keny in the air with
Yhe. ballamcl your [59 bent ta. You ',gst ,gecp lesok ing

atthe net the ‘h«‘: o shoot 1t 1nte Fhe ned.

Sample 8
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Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are supported with evidence; information is factual
- topic is stated at the beginning

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses a variety of simple and compound sentences
- writing engages audience

- voice is evident

- uses capitalization correctly

- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication

«‘I_A_,‘,éxLL‘A VIV S VY. JN Jlﬂ/,, o ,M u_zo—u.ﬂ. M

Discussion: This sample is a descriptive paragraph. The
author introduces the topic and then provides details and
examples. Although the paragraph is titled “Buffalo Hunt”
Some of the information is only loosely related to that topic,
but generally the focus on the topic is maintained. There is
a concluding sentence for the paragraph. There are some
problems with tense consistency and complete sentences,
but this is still a developing skill for many grade 4 students.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are supported with evidence; may include
unnecessary information

- topic is stated at the beginning

- conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of simple and compound sentences

- writing engages audience

- voice is evident

- uses capitalization correctly
- uses end punctuation correctly
- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 9

Hunting

Hunting is loads of fun. It is loads of fun because you
get to try new things. You get to learn new stuff like goose
calling and you get to bring back a souvenir. You can also
shoot a gun and go cannoing. Also, helicopter rides help
you find wild life. It is fun to build teepees there too. It is
fun to ring the gooses necks and cook the geese over the
campfire. Eventhough it stinks it is still fun. So if you like
trying new stuff, hunting is for you.

If you want to go hunting you have to be prepared.
Some things you could do be prepared are dress warm,
bring sleeping bags, and bring, a gun. And to be safe do
what the adult says keep the gun on safety. Never hold the
gun unless the adult says because it could be loaded or
safety could be off also you shouldn’t go in the woods by
your self because a bear can come out .So when you go
hunting remember be per pared and be safe

Grade 4

Discussion: This is an opinion piece that supports an
opinion (hunting is fun) with a number of examples.
Although there are some errors in spelling and punctu-
ation, and some typing errors, the piece has good con-
tent and organization, and it engages the audience.
The author first tries to persuade you that you will en-
joy the activity and then gives advice on how to be
safe while doing it. There is generally good control
over sentence structure (the run-on sentence in the
second paragraph might be a typing error) and some
correct use of commas in the compound sentences,
however this is not consistent. There is some good
description (“wring the goose’s neck”; “even though it
stinks”; “if you like to try new things, hunting is for
you”) although the word choice is not particularly imag-
inative. The word choice and descriptive phrases do
give a sense of the author and the piece has good
voice.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- topic is focused and maintained

- includes descriptive details
- topic is stated at the beginning

- conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to the topic

- uses a variety of simple and compound sentences

- uses some transition words

- writing engages audience

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with the content
- voice is evident

- uses capitalization correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication

- main ideas are supported with evidence; explains opinions and ideas

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connected to the writing purpose
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Sample 10 Grade 4
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Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are supported with evidence; infor-
mation is factual

- topic is stated at the beginning

the g'm,i O tor —coteh. ot 9 73 - information is organized in a meaningful/logical

: 7 way that is connected to the writing purpose
[ Ei / Y - conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for intended audi-
ence

- uses precise vocabulary related to the topic
- uses a variety of simple and compound sen-

; ™ . ¥ i tences
7 ; 7 - uses some transition words
‘ - writing engages audience
- voice is evident
- uses capitalization correctly
- spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words
are spelled phonetically
- uses end punctuation correctly
- uses apostrophes
- errors do not interfere with communication
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Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain the topic

- main ideas are supported with evidence; information is factual

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated at the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connected
to the writing purpose

- conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to the topic

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically
- uses end punctuation correctly

- uses commas

- errors do not interfere with communication

The Sterian tigers \ife span is up b
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Discussion: This sample is a piece of re-
search. It shows the graphic organizer
used for collecting the information, the first
draft (which contains some editing) and a
final draft that includes some illustrations
and labels. The first draft shows some
changes from the original notes, putting the
ideas into sentences a bit differently and
choosing to leave out some information.
There is an effort to use internal punctua-
tion including commas and colons. The
introduction to the piece is not strong; the
author starts to immediately talk about the
animal’ appearance after saying that it is a
carnivore. Grade 4 students often struggle
with explaining the topic before they begin
sharing the information. The concluding
paragraph starts off well, but then has an
unconnected idea stuck on at the end.
Once again, this is not unusual for grade 4.
The sentence structure is quite repetitive,
and this makes the piece less engaging.
There is little sense of the author in this
piece. The tone is consistent with a
“report”, but does not make an effort to ex-
cite the reader about the topic.

MEETING STANDARDS
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Sample 12

The Griffin and the Manticore have many things in
common. The Griffin has a mixture of creatures as dose

’rhe Manﬁcore. ﬂ\eg both haVe lion in fhem. T"\eg also

Grade 4

Discussion: This sample is a comparison es-
say. It has an introduction, comparisons, and a
conclusion. The author includes the similarities
between the two creatures in the first para-

graph, then goes on to contrast them in the
second. Both characters are taken from an
outside source, and some background
knowledge on the part of the reader is as-
sumed. The control of sentence structure
falters in some areas, especially in the con-
trasting points (“Such as the Griffin has curled
claws where as the Manticore’s are straight”;;
“The Giriffin hears all where with the Manticore
it doesn’t say”). However, some sentences
show better control (“They each have heads,
but the Manticore’s is human”; “The Manticore
has human in him but the Griffin does not”).
This variation is common in grade 4 as stu-
dents work with more complicated sentence
structures. The conclusion restates the main
idea (different, but with many things in com-
mon). The use of first person in the conclusion
is also common in grade, as students may still
not have complete control over maintaining a
specific point of view.

both have claws and fur. They are hoth “Beasts of
Never . The Manticere and the Griffin both have tails.
They each alse both have two eyes on their face.

The Griffin and the Manticore have many Jifferent
qvuahﬁes. Such as the Griffin has curled claws where as
the Manticores are straight. The Griffin hears all where
with the Manticore it doesn’t say. They each have
heads, but the Manticore’s is human. The licn on the
Griffin is very clear, but it says no one has ever seen
the licn in between the Manticore. The Griffin onlg has
two different creatures in him where as the Manticore
has three. The Manticere has human in him and the
Griffin dose not.

As you can see, 1; haVe stated many ‘facts about

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

the Manticore and the Griffin in compare and contrast.
Now you can see how the Mantioere and the qﬁﬁih are
different, yet very similar at the same time.

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain the topic

- main ideas are supported with evidence; explains opinions and ideas
- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated at the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connected to the writing purpose
- conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to the topic

- uses a variety of simple and compound sentences

- writing engages audience

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses capitalization correctly

- uses end punctuation correctly

- uses commas and apostrophes

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 13

The

Expery mMeNt

Grade 4

Discussion: This sample shows a complete Science experiment write-up. The for-
mat is clear and specific, the information is easy to follow, and the text is supported
by a chart and a graph. There is an inconsistency between the hypothesis and the
results statement, but that is likely a transcription error. There are some sentence
structure problems in the results, with incomplete sentences being used. This ap-
pears to be a pattern that is followed without actually going back to proofread the
final product. The piece is well laid out, and the chart, graph, and cover illustration
all serve to support the text.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain the topic

- main ideas are supported with evidence; explains opinions and
ideas

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated at the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is con-
nected to the writing purpose
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Students in Grade Five continue to refine their writing skills in multiple genres. They are able to make notes (with

guidance) and integrate into their writing ideas and information from several sources. They are able to experiment with dif-
ferent organizational formats and genres to share their ideas and information. Grade Five students are becoming more
aware of their own voices when they write, and begin to try to develop their uniqueness. They become better able to struc-
ture their writing in paragraphs using a logical plot sequence (for narrative) and different organizational formats (compare/
contrast, cause and effect, etc.) for informational text. The actions and/or events are often structured to advance the plot,
and the ending is often contrived to fit the actions and the story problem. As the middle of the piece becomes more complex,
it may be harder to tie up all the loose ends. They develop more control over conventions including tense and spelling. Stu-
dents use expanded vocabulary in their writing, and are becoming more able to match word choice to audience and purpose
for writing. They pay more attention to the connections between form, purpose, and audience, and begin to apply the
“writing process” in different situations (video production, slide shows, drama, music, etc.). Time to work on self-selected
pieces, with lots of opportunity and support to craft and refine them, continues to be important.
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Sample 1

Rich Gal leaves
$2,000,000 to pet
poodle!

Millionairess' siamese
cats have hiss
fit,says lawyer.

After yesterdays sad
lose of Jasmine Mclen
leaving her money to
her poodle
"Poopsey", her two
cats "Cleo" & "Siame".
The house and every
thing in it will be sold
on ebuystuff.com on
March 22,20083.

The highest bidder will
a maid, the dog, and
the cats.

On the day the
bidding began over
22,000 people were
bidding for the house.
The time was 5 days
and 3 hours

On the fourth day
20,000 people bided.

On the third day only
18,000 people bid.

with only 2 days left
the count made a big
drop to 12,000.

And on the final day
only 7,000 people bid
and one came out the
winner.

The winner was
Susan Spring with a
bid of $27,000,000.

"l was so glad to win
the house" Susan
says.

Cleo, Siame, and
Poopsey are happy
to be Susan's pets.

Grade 5

Discussion: This sample is written as a newspaper article, using a fictional
set of facts. The author demonstrates some understanding of the format.
The piece contains an interesting headline and sub-heading (“Rich Gal
leaves $2,000,000 to pet poodle” and “Millionairess’ Siamese cats have his
fit, says lawyer”). It has an introduction, provides details, and has a conclu-
sion. It is also organized in paragraphs, with the most important information
given in the beginning and the end. The middle section of the piece gives
the details of the online bidding, even though the introduction says that the
sale will be held in the future, making the piece somewhat more difficult to
follow. Also, the details provide information that is not directly connected to
the beginning of the piece. This kind of “run on” information still happens in
Grade 5; revision work that focused on making the message clear might
have helped. The introductory sentence shows a lack of control with sen-
tence structure that is also apparent in other places in the text. There are
errors in conventions that might have been corrected with a conference or
further proofreading.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- main ideas are expanded through examples
- includes descriptive details

- includes unnecessary information

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind

- beginning states topic and may introduce some supporting

details and ideas

- conclusion, though brief, is supported by information in

content

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses varied sentence lengths

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly
impede meaning

Sample 2

Aliens Plant Thoughts in TY Star’s Brain

If you’ve been watching Mornings With Matt, you may have noticed
that Matt’s questions-and outfits- have been getting a bit strange
lately. And, now some scientists claim they know the reason why.

By Bailey

Corrigal The Tell-All Tribune

Sacramento,
C.A.- Matt John-
son, the famous TV
star, has been
rushed to the hos-
pital by scien-
tists. They think
that they have the
reason for his
weird questions
and outfits.

“We now have a
new theory for al-
iens. They plant
thoughts in TV
stars’ brains and
make them think
they are some one
else,” says Johnny
Jackville, a sci-
entist.

The scientists
think that the al-
iens are hiding
away in a U.F.O.
and that th
planted th

about Elvis Pre-
sley in Matt’'s
brain. That would
explain Matt'’s
weird questions
and outfits.

The workers at the
Tell-All Tribune
wanted to ask Mat
some questions
(They chose me for
the job!)

“Have you been
felling a bit
strange after you
got out of the
hospital?” Was my
first query to
Matt.

Matt
answered, "Well,
when you come to
really think about
it, yes. I have
been feeling a bit
strange after 1I

got out of the
hospital. I'd hate
to break it to
you, but my lawyer
wants me to look
at some of the
suspects. You have
to go now, but it
was nice talking
to you.” Then Matt
left the studio. I
didn’t get much
out of him. The
scientists not say
that the aliens
are getting
thoughts into the
TV star’s brain
making us watch a
certain movie that
is called Signs.
As a town advi-
sory, we ask peo-
ple not to watch
this movie!

Discussion: This sample is a newspaper article based on fictional infor-
mation. The headline and sub-heading set up the piece, and the introduc-
tion continues the topic. The details in the middle section are somewhat
vague (“weird questions and oulffits”, “hiding away in a UFO”, “planted
thoughts about Elvis Presley”) and the actual interview is the weakest
point of the article, with only one question that is not really connected to
the previous information and a vague and predictable response. The con-
clusion to the piece is not clearly connected to the information given in
the beginning (watching the movie “Signs”), although ending with the
“town advisory” is a clever concluding sentence. There are some gram-
mar and convention errors that interfere somewhat with the clarity of the
communication. Conferencing or proofreading likely would improve the
final quality.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes descriptive details

- beginning states topic and may introduce some supporting details
and ideas

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connect-
ed to the writing purpose

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses varied sentence lengths

- writing engages audience for a specific purpose
- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly im-
pede meaning
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Sample 3

S E
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Sample 4

The Bompas Times

January 9, 2004 Volumz.a 46 Price: 15 cents

The Shoes With A Bounce!

The Key To Basketball Is Here!

Ft. Simpson-Two
People, Steven
Boutilier and
Amber Erasmus,
invent shoes with

springs. Boutilier and
Erasmus explain

that they thought of
this invention while
playing basketball

in the gymnasium of

Bompas Elementary

The Rebounders, shoes with springs!

School, Ft. Simpson N.T. Canada. They also
explained that there is no off and on button,
“you just put on the Rebounders and jump!”

Boutilier replied. Boutilier and Erasmus invented

this product for people that need to jump higher
in sports and get things in high places.

Coming Soon, Rebound boots and other
Rebound sports shoes other than basketball.

Grade 5

Discussion: This sample is a description that gives a number of exam-
ples related to a specific topic. There is no introductory sentence (the
piece starts with examples) but there is a conclusion. The details are
quite general, but are all connected to the topic. Sentence structure is
well-controlled and there is some variation in length and beginnings.
There is not much descriptive language, nor is there much evidence of
voice, but the piece is well constructed and flows nicely.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind

- beginning states topic

- conclusion, though brief, is supported by information in content

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses a variety of simple, compound, and some complex sentences
- uses varied sentence lengths

- writing engages audience for a specific purpose

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct end punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning

Discussion: This sample is a newspaper article written using fictional in-
formation. It provides the “5W’s” in the piece, leading with “who” and
“‘what”. It also includes a quote. The information is basic, but it is clearly
presented and the piece flows nicely.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience/ purpose in mind

- beginning states topic

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connected
to the writing purpose (includes diagram and caption)

- conclusion, though brief, is supported by information in content

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses a variety of simple, compound, and some complex sentences

- writing engages audience for a specific purpose

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 5
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Rubric qualities:
- topic is focused and maintained

Grade 5

20 Discussion: This sample is a

simple research project con-
taining categorized information
and unlabeled photos. The in-
troduction includes a physical
description of the emu. The
subsequent sections each de-
scribe a specific aspect of the
bird, including five interesting
facts, which are not really con-
nected to one another, other
than they are deemed to be
interesting. The final paragraph
serves as a conclusion. The
author wraps up the piece and
offers an opinion on the emu
that refers back to the introduc-
tion. The sentence structure is
generally well controlled and
there is variety in sentence
length and sentence begin-
nings.

MEETING STANDARDS

- main ideas are expanded through examples

- main ideas are supported with evidence
- includes descriptive details
- may include unnecessary information

- beginning states topic and may introduce some supporting details and ide-

as

- main ideas are expanded through examples

- main ideas are supported with evidence
- includes descriptive details

- may include unnecessary information

- beginning states topic

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connected to

the writing purpose

- conclusion is supported by the information in the content

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses a variety of simple, compound, and some complex sentences

- uses varied sentence lengths

- writing engages audience for a specific purpose
- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation-spells most words correctly; errors do not signifi-

cantly impede meaning
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Sample 6
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Grade 5

Discussion: This sample is a “how to” description of playing a game. Although
it is supposed to be an expository piece of text, the author does not appear to
have a clear understanding of some of the features of that genre. The plan-
ning is done as a B-M-E (although the secondary descriptors—what, how,
and why— are suited to an expository piece), and the piece itself starts with
“Once upon a time...”. The piece does, however, have very clear voice, and is
generally well-organized, although it does presume some background
knowledge about the game (the purpose of the game is more clearly de-
scribed in the planning section than in the piece itself). There are some good
descriptors (“challenge”, “equipment”, “energy”) and the sentence variation
keeps the piece interesting to read. The introduction (once past the “once up-
on a time” section) works well, as does the conclusion. Some of the sentence
connections are a bit unclear, but generally the piece flows quite well.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- topic is focused and maintained
- includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind
- beginning states topic and may introduce some supporting

details and ideas

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is | :- uses varied sentence lengths

connected to writing purpose (weak transitions between - writing engages audience for a specific purpose
paragraphs) - voice is evident

- conclusion is supported by information in content - uses correct capitalization

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience - uses correct punctuation

- uses precise vocabulary according to context - spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly
- uses a variety of simple, compound, and some complex impede meaning
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Sample 7
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Grade 5
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Discussion: This sample is an explanation of an event. It con-
tains both facts and opinions. The premise on which the explana-
tion is based is obviously fictional, but the information is factual.
There are a number of text features incorporated in this piece,
including sidebars and headings , as well as a recipe. The au-
thor’s voice comes through clearly in the piece and an effort is
made to engage the audience as though they were the alien. The
interjections (“You do? Great. I'll show you”, and “Huh?? You
don’t know how to play those?”) add interest to the piece. Main-
taining that kind of specific point of view is difficult at Grade 5,
and this is done well. Errors in conventions (punctuation, capitali-
zation, and spelling) are evident, but do not impede the meaning.
A conference or proofreading would catch most of the errors.

MEETING STANDARDS
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Sample 7, cont'd Grade 5

Rubric qualities: - uses descriptive language to create an image, including
- topic is focused and maintained adjectives and adverbs

- main ideas are expanded through examples - uses a variety of simple, compound, and some complex
- main ideas are supported with evidence sentences

- includes descriptive details - uses varied sentence lengths

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind - writing engages audience for a specific purpose

- beginning states topic and may introduce some supporting ; i - voice is evident

details and ideas - writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- information is organized in a logical/meaningful way that is

connected to writing purpose (includes illustrations)

- conclusion, though brief, is supported by information in
content

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

Sample 8

D Sis4 Jc 1793.
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Discussion: This sample uses historical information in a letter format;

because he can sme/ danger. And we can smeu some of the information is factual (“just reached the Pacific Ocean”,

saw beautiful mountains”, “I can make a map of Canada”) and some
is interpretive (“I was tired and hungry”, “our dog is good to us”, “I
Sometimes | heavd OurDog barking fo warn s have lots of friends helping me”) based on the author’s prior
knowledge. The piece is somewhat disjointed (not all the sentences
flow logically) but the communication is still clear. Both the focus and
a Doy lke that ! When we were in the river the point of view are maintained, which helps with the readability. The
format of the letter is weak (date and greeting on the same line, no
paragraphing) but the piece is being written to explore the content,

trees. On the way 4o the facific ocean we rather than as an authentic letter.

the prefty gine +4rees. hle wenst on fast yivers.

becavse there was a beav . I was So happ)/ to have

we  heard Sp\ask;nj water and we Saw lots of

i A A i MEETING STANDARDS

I thove (D-LS of friends ke(f;‘mj me 4o get fo

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are expanded through examples

- includes descriptive details

- may include unnecessary information

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connected to the writing purpose (weak transitions between
sections)

- conclusion, though brief, is supported by information in content

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of simple, compound, and some complex sentences

- uses varied sentence lengths

- writing engages audience for specific purpose

- uses correct punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 9

MynameisT... D... K... .I'm 10 years old and I was born on April
271993. I have black hair, brown eyes and tanned skin. I was born in Yellowknife and
’ve lived here ever since. I am in grade 5 and I’ve been at N... since kindergarten.

My family is fairly quiet. My mom worksat A... C... and my dad is one of
the owners of M. . . They are both very kind. Then there is my brother J... , who is
okay. He likes to listen to music and read. I also have a dog named Teala. She is very
friendly and has blond fur. We live inahouse on ... . and we have lived there
for 6 years. Right now we are doing renovations in our basement. I got a new bedroom
downstairs.

We have traveled to a lot of places. We’ve gone to Edmonton where we go to the
West Edmonton mall to do some shopping and visit our little cousins. We have also gone
to Raymond, Alberta and we visit our Grandma and Grandpa K . . . and sometimes
our cousins. Right outside of Raymond is a city called Lethbridge. Sometimes we eat
there and play around. In Calgary we would stay the night at our Great Grandmas house
and visit. In Fort St. John, B.C. we would stay at our Grandpa and Grandma N, .
house and visit our other cousins. Sometimes we go to Sorrento, B.C and we rent a cabin
with some of our friends. We go swimming and golfing and have lots of fun. In the year
2001 we rented a house on Salt Spring Island where we went to lots of beaches and we
did a little shopping. When we were at the beaches sometimes we saw crabs, shells,
starfish, seals, and a lot more sea life. In Vancouver we stayed with our cousins in their
apartment and we went to see the whales at the Vancouver Aquarium. We have also been
to Disneyworld with our Grandma and GrandpaN,.. .My favorite ride there was Big
Thunder Mountain Railroad.

The things that I usually do are read comics, play electronics, play soccer, squash,
and do karate. Sometimes I will play other sports. The books I like are adventurous and
funny. Also I like adventure, comedy, and action movies. The kinds of T.V. shows I like
are funny ones also.

My favorite subjects in school are math and P.E. Those are my favorites because [
like to add and things like that and in P.E I like playing the games.

When I grow up, I want to be a pilot. [ want to be a pilot because I think they have
cool jobs flying from place to place.

Grade 5

Discussion: This sample is an autobiography.
The piece contains a basic introduction and con-
clusion, and provides lots of details. The body of
the piece is divided into paragraphs and each
paragraph contains details about a specific topic.
There are a few examples included in the piece,
and some descriptive language (kind, friendly,
adventurous) but the language does not serve to
create any specific images. The piece is well-
constructed, but the information reads more like a
list than an interesting autobiography. There is
very little voice in the piece. This sample shows
good writing skills, but it does not engage the
audience particularly well.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are expanded through examples

- main ideas are supported with evidence

- includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of simple, compound, and complex sentences
- uses varied sentence lengths

- writing engages audience for a specific purpose

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation

- beginning states topic and may introduce some supporting details and ideas
- information is organized in a logical/meaningful way that is connected to the writing purpose
- conclusion, though brief, is supported by information in the content

- uses descriptive language to create an image, including adjectives and adverbs

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 10

Speach

Haue gou eves met someone whe's difkerent

Have you ever seen someone woho’s different being feosedt
Houve you eoer toeen teased © Hove youever done some—
Phing Yo ¥ryskop Yeasing©
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Grade 5

Th—g can teach you things you didnt Know before. Susk
becouse they arent goodl ot ane thing dosen’t mean they
Can'k do anythingThey might have o special Bleat in
something dpu might like to leenond they can teach it
Yo you .’n\eg con olso be that one Seiend you con talk
Yo or moke soufeel better . IS you orenice 1 them
they are more likely to help yo but /§ you are Mean
fo them they might not wunt 4o hebp.

LosH '
Tu\’s\,\(?k it will make wpu Seel bedter i you (‘espec; them

because you're doing o.gpod deed. TF you are. Q-'end(g
they can show youthings you haven't seen befote oc
moke semething illy seem amusing,When you Seel
apod ubou‘\'tdows&'s‘( you willwork harder n
schooland gt better marks. T Yhink everyone should
be cespected aqually because pegple who have & disorder
can be eally nWee, Just remember, it the cutsige

is di5fecent cloesnt Mean the inside 15 foo.

T4 will alse make you feol ketter i€ you resect others
Qqucxllﬁ.

Discussion: This sample is written as a speech, to be presented orally. Because it was not intended to be read by others
(but rather to be listened to), conventions such as punctuation, spelling, and capitalization are not as important as the con-
tent. The piece contains a good introduction, using question to ignite the listener’s interest. The use of “First”, “Secondly”,
and “Lastly” give structure to the piece and show a familiarity with those organizational structures. Each paragraph contains
a main idea and supporting details and/or examples. The language used is not particularly vivid or descriptive, but the piece
works together well, and it does sound like a grade five student speaking.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are expanded through examples and conclu-

sions

- main ideas are supported with evidence

- includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind

- beginning states topic and may introduce supporting de-

tails and ideas

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that

is connected to writing process

- conclusion, though brief, is supported by information in

content

- word choice is appropriate for audience

- uses descriptive language to create an image
(adjectives, adverbs, comparisons)

- uses a variety of simple, compound, and some complex
sentences

- uses varied sentence lengths

- uses some transition words

- writing engages audience for a specific purpose

- voice is evident

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly
impede meaning
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Grade Six students are becoming more proficient in revising and crafting their representations. They keep their audience
and purpose in mind when choosing the genre to use as well as the appropriate language and vocabulary. They understand
the power of well-crafted material to move and persuade others, and focus on enhancing their work to improve their commu-
nication. They are able to delete irrelevant or unnecessary information as well as adding details. Vocabulary choices reflect
an understanding of the ambiguity of language and the ability to convey various shades of meaning. Presentations show
evidence of planning and an understanding of organizational formats specific to genres. Students also begin to adapt organ-
izational formats to meet specific needs according to their audience and purpose. Grade Six students write for their own pur-
poses and to express their own messages. They continue to need time to work on pieces that are sustained over a longer
period of time. Modeling and mini-lessons continue to be an important part of the learning process for Grade Six students.
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Sample 1 Grade 6

Zhe Life o D... R..
D.. R. was bown on /MNay 29, 1991 in Discussion: This sample is a brief biography, giving a

e Lain, Alberta. list of facts about a fellow student. There is no real intro-
ony Plain, FAlberta. She has one brother named duction (nothing that sets a purpose); the piece sets out

D... . Heis tall, has black hair, and wears glasses. facts about the student (birth date, family, where she
She also has a mom, named C... , who is shout, and a has lived), then goes on to list favourite things. The final
dad, named D... , who is tall, and they are both kind. sentence makes a good conclusion, and is the only

place where the author’s voice is apparent. There is no

She has also lived in a ( (
45 G0 SEEA T, Kok gy placsmiipmiall sick oven paragraphing in this piece, which makes the changes in

Canada. Fist she lived tn Stony Plain, then moved ideas seem more pronounced. Although it is still quite
to Jgualuit, then went all the way to Cambridge Bay, easy to follow, it does not flow smoothly. Some sentenc-
then to Sdmonton, and now she lives in £ ... : es combine ideas that are not connected (“She is best

at running and wants to be a teacher”) and some leave

Her pavourite food is corn, and her ite duink i
b b ¢ L ABE favonies detik e the reader wondering what the significance might be

Pepsi: D... s favoutite holiday is Chuistmas (“When she gets older, she wants to go to Wembly).
because she gets a lot of presents. In her spare time she The formatting of the piece (centred on the page, hard-
sits at her computer and plays games. She is best at to-read font, and no paragraphing) are not consistent

tunning and wants to be a teacher when she gets older. with grade 6 standards.

4 APPROACHING STANDARDS
Her favourite subject in school is Gym, and her least

pavounite subject is Recess. TOhen she gets older, she
wants to go to Wembly, Alberta. Her favourite
teachers that she atweady had ave /Mu.A... , and
MNe. D ... . D hope she gets great teachers in the

future. In sports, she likes everything, except hockey.
Her favourite T. V. show is Real T.V., and her

pavourite movie is /Slack Sheep. Her favounrite book is

the bible because she said it’s the best book ever, and if
she could have any wish in the world, it would be to have

peace.

And that my friends is the life of D... R..

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- descriptive details enhance piece

- beginning develops topic with supporting details and ideas

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses descriptive language to create an image (interesting words and phrases including comparatives and superlatives
- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- voice is evident

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct end and internal punctuation

- uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 2

3)!0\'\.
whet@? v & Sacd
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the Sive was Gurd discoyery of P Clent

A 3 9—‘{ ‘\’\; QC k§
wnend éor\(,] Sunday ( O
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Why? GecousSe
Reople Lvived
oo Url ;’"(.1;0.

nesevm (ontacted
potilects Sent 4o
vosevn for Study

= to be
dispicged ok e Lavrer
cate

Iorggs Sggdggnf_r makes d\§'cov€r5

A R i
rri-CC+§

Adele  Efchinelle

Far\\,l :F?\da\{

norong
—~r

_wenX  Aswn _¥e  vankK  for o oK. Afie

who? LOCGLT U OLones

A whi\e Ade\e  Cound socething. in  ihe

pushes, 1+ wns  an a\d hocKpacK  with  o\d

Knifes,spann, aod o\d__iYems,

- Adele phoned  Ynhe' archeolegists  in
Yellowkni®  museum Yo investigated  the
ancient em  tho¥  was  €ound. The

said  fhe

acch eo\og’\s‘m vocKpach  was

% ooagugh

ancent  way  back in |30 .f‘\mhe“n tne.

Grade 6

Discussion: This sample is written as a newspaper article.
The information being used is realistic, but fictional. The
author apparently has some gaps in prior knowledge which
are apparent in the descriptions (“found something in the
bushes”, “old backpack”, “ancient way back in 1830”). The
article is built around answering the 5 W’s, but still carries a
sense of “telling a story”. The plan is a better summary of
the information than the actual article is, which may indicate
that the author is not particularly comfortable with the for-
mat of a newspaper article. There is no clear introduction,
and the conclusion is weak. The editing marks for the third
paragraph do not show a good understanding of para-

graphing.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose
- topic is focused and maintained

- descriptive details enhance piece

- beginning develops topic with supporting details and
ideas

- writing is organized in paragraphs

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- voice is evident

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct end punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly
impede meaning

monn¥oin — Tdions  came Yo Tulita to Aoe
thele Yrade for  for Sfood. The

artheoloonsts  asked  Fiele € ey courd have

he o\d  backpack for  disploy o
bne museum 0 \‘e\\ow\&r\\/&. kdele
savd  \es.
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Sample 3

The Interior

The only way we tell Neptune’s
core is by it’s mass, radius,
rotation period and the behaviour
of the Hydrogen, Helium and
Methane. Neptune's core is
composed of rock and ice, and is
likely no more than one Earth
mass.

Moons
Neptune has eleven moons.
Seven of the little ones are called
Triton. The other four are new
and have not been named yet.
Neptune’s interior:

General Info.

Neptune is one of four gas
giants. Neptune is called a gas
giant because it is mostly covered
in bright blue Methane gases and
is a giant. The winds can carry
the Methane clouds up to 1,100
km per hour. Neptune (like
Jupiter) has a spot, two actually.
One is called the Great Dark
Spot, the other, smaller, one is
called the Scooter.

For twenty out of two hundred

forty-eight years Neptune become:

the ninth planet from the sun.
Since Pluto has an elliptical orbit
its and Neptune’s orbits criss-

Cross.

Dissapearences
In 1994 Voyager 2 saw that

Neptune’s Great Dark Ring was
not there. That is when the,found
the Scooter. But sure enough it
had just moved, that proves how
much Neptune’s atmosphere
changes.
Rings

Neptune has four rings, below
are their names and distances (in
kilometers) from Neptune. Main
is 62,930 away from Neptune,
Plateau is 53,200. Inner is also
53,200, and Diffuse is 41,900.

Mass and Diameter

Neptune is the 4™ Jargest planet
in diameter. Its diameter is
49,532km that is 17.23 times
Earth’s diameter. It’s mass
is1.0247 kg times Earth’s mass.

Satellites
Neptune has eight satellites.
Triton and Nereid you can see
from Earth, the others are Naiad,
Thalassa, Despina, Galatea,
Larissa, and Proteus. Triton is by
far the biggest.
Triton and Nereid
Triton is named after King

Neptune’s son and Nereid is any

of the sea nymphs (the 500
daughters of Nereus and Doris).
Nereid is thought to be an
asteroid or an object from the
Kuiper belt due to its odd orbit.
Nereid was discovered in 1849 by
Kuiper. Lassell found Triton only
a few short weeks after Neptune.
Triton:

Neptune,

Grade 6

History

Neptune was discovered on
September 23"1 1846. Neptune’s
orbit around the sun takes 164.78
years, thatsa lot compared to
earth’s 364.3 days. That means
Since Neptune’s been discovered
it hasn’t even gone around the
sun once! It rotates only 16 hours
and 3 minutes, which’s just over
half of Earth’s 24 hours.
Neptune’s normal surface
temperature is —357 F. It was
named after the god, Neptune for
its bright blue colour, just like the
sea.
Neptune’s ancient symbol is:

Discussion: This is a simple re-
search project. It has a very broad
focus (Neptune) and has infor-
mation grouped into categories
with headings and sub-headings.
The research is presented in a
brochure format. The research
contains significant inaccuracies.
These, along with sudden shifts of
focus, might indicate that the in-
formation was copied in parts
from a book, rather than compiled
from a source through notes and
summarization. Some of the
headings are specific to the infor-
mation (Satellites, Rings) while
others contain extraneous infor-
mation (History, Moons). There is
very little background information
given, and a lot of prior
knowledge is needed by the read-
er to make sense of much of the
information. While the piece is
technically quite good (headings,
illustrations, facts, statistical infor-
mation, and conventions) the con-
tent is lacking in meaning. Also,
there are no references cited,
which is a notable gap.

APPROCHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose
- descriptive details enhance piece

- writing is organized in paragraphs and follows the appropriate organizational pattern for the genre (brochure); in-
cludes photos and illustrations

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses descriptive language to create an image with comparisons
- uses simple, compound, and complex sentences

- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content
- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 4

Free Time

de car\ work, bud do req_unre sormme {reedam.
ljee time is a ooc\ eample of this freedorn.
hen

kids uo(‘k oU J al/they /become uncornfordable,
bored\ uneasy Q‘p fesed . Also, iohen we work ol
)/ \eas \vaue no homework.

+is un@w 1o \wor oJlda aschooland go hore
cmd Work more. .ues' usNo Hme4 7Q(n e
like w; ﬂs)nu’\g, bo&*h " s, Play-na Withfrends,

wakhng fv. oF guen us+ re oxingy

[ is understandable 4o assign homawork for the work
that hasn + beendere in Class, but not 16 assign
homeworK ith ne time o do” iinclass. Work is

im Por Yot but So is fun.

/F nlﬁr‘e are fun %lnﬁs le Jook ‘FDN«JQV\:[ o
fee ime; no hemeork Rel&lfm:x,or oing outside

Grade 6

Discussion: This sample is a persuasive piece, attempting to
argue for more free time for students. The piece is divided into
three paragraphs, but each paragraph seems to have the
same main idea. The first sentence in the introduction hooks
the reader, and then the author goes on to provide some ex-
amples and supporting details. The final sentence in the last
paragraph attempts to frame the conclusion, but it is not clear-
ly connected to the rest of the text. Several of the sentences
contain lists of feelings or activities; these tend to make the
piece less interesting to read. The word choice is basic, and
the sentence structure is generally simple or compound. How-
ever, the author’s voice does come through clearly.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

wor“k fds Yo )rdOhe better. When Yhere 1S

o Iook orwarab ime po,sses Slowely
(?D(‘k doesn'+ ayet done
77\»5 brines me Yo 1he” conc lOn H\QL wie sheuld
have some‘tork and some freetine.

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- main and supporting ideas are expanded through examples
- descriptive details enhance the piece

- writing is organized in paragraphs

- conclusion can be a summary of main ideas

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- voice is evident

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct end and internal punctuation

- uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement

- beginning develops topic with supporting details and ideas

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning

Sample 5

Men 03 Mar 03
My Anecdote

“ Paris has some interesting stories associated with it. During the

Second World War there was a law that you couldn't die or be buried
there. The reason for this was that se many of France’s own heroes died
ﬂwat there was no room Ieft in the crfy cemeteries, T}te government
told the pecple that if they were feeling unwell they should go to a
hespital outside the city immediately, for they couldn’t take the “risk’ of

Discussion: This sample is a “human interest article” based on histori-
cal information. Although the title is not particularly interesting, the
piece itself engages the reader. It provides some specific details. The
word choice is specific, and the sentence structure is varied in length.
There are simple and compound sentences. The final sentence pro-
vides a conclusion and clearly shows the author’s voice.

MEETING STANDARDS

anyone ngng there. The law doesn’t stand current’y (ﬂwank Soodness)

but |f you were ﬂ\mhng of gomg to Pans for your last bre‘aﬂ\ L 4
suggest you recnnsvder'

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- descriptive details enhance piece

- beginning develops topic with supporting details and ideas
- conclusion is a summary of main ideas

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- voice is evident

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content
- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct end and internal punctuation

- uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significant-
ly impede meaning
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Sample 6

Smonmj 633&1‘

Smo\ﬁ}na 5 Very haemsa) ko our ke}\\—h.
Qeo\;,\e, who Smohe afe more fikel \ }o die
\{oun Lo~ Hn&r\ peop\& who dn X Smeo V\e.

mY dad stacted Smov\'mj when he was
1n his twenties and sreppest when he was
4q. T the twne he fé‘svm\/\ed he +g‘|eck
evesyMning he coald Yo gurt. Uatil he
found 3%, which  Relped him
cLu'\\'. Hes 80 and ke s sl using Pae

Yo guk Dok he does nov have Utes
go: Yaem 3\ the fime nowd.

When pecple Soke they are nok dlwdys
appy. When my Dad was smoting he was
AuadNS kaling W Vo muen he wanted
Yo gu Dut e couddr becavg o Loas Yoo

ddicking AFres Steing how it fested my

ad L Qodt P Hhar T will eves
sMoie.

SmoWing 5 nek  only hacetul to he

Son Y S S\moV\\(\j Hu¥ fo -\'V\Q. eope
%CQMA Yre smoheTHe peson Yy s
Synoking 1as 3 Ser Fof al % the things
e Ciqﬁmﬂbmmv the yecQ\e wheo ace
breavhing in the smoke do not¥haue d S\\\rev‘
Ths wwsi%e)}&amg&\—ing evesything  HWt is
wade the cqace ‘ ‘

Dorre. Veo e think  wat )f\\e\)\ can have ysy
one cupfene Yo See & Avey Ihe ‘v, Howevec
Yhis s mot oue Lnside of every cCigacete
e 15 Something called nicovine VNS
Vieeps \ou smehidg 3nd gdng Pack fot moee.

You shold fhinh” of s eveeyhime. Hoat-

You Ivawe & c\gatede n \our and.

Grade 6

Discussion: This sample is an essay. It uses some
factual information (hazards of smoking, second hand
smoke) but not in specific terms, and there are no
sources cited. There is a strong personal connection
and the author’s voice is clear. The introduction is
basic and the conclusion is included at the end of the
last paragraph, as a summary of the final sub-topic
rather than of the whole piece. However, despite the
difficulties with the piece, it presents a good argument.
It has a specific main idea in each paragraph and pro-
vides information to support the author’s opinion. The
author connects the details (difficulty quitting, addic-
tion) to a personal goal (“I don’t think | will ever
smoke”). Although there is an awkward spot in sen-
tence phrasing (“Until he found the patch, which
helped him quit”), generally the sentence construction
is good. There are varied sentence lengths and types.
There are very few convention errors, and the commu-
nication is clear.

Rubric qualities:
- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose
- topic is focused and maintained

- main and supporting ideas are expanded through inclusion of interesting and relevant details and examples

- descriptive details enhance the piece
- beginning develops topic with supporting details and ideas

- establishes connections between key ideas and supporting details
- writing is organized in paragraphs, with appropriate transitions

- conclusion is a strong statement

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses comparisons to create an image

- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- voice is evident

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content
- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct end punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 7

Somue\ De Champlain

Awoact
Scxmue\“de Champlain was the Son of
NO(t))uem)(\e leRoy and Anthwoine de
(omplain. \(\t’ wes—oneofthe—Canadian
Exptofers was porn in Brouaqge,France
Detween 1567 and 1670.He mareied 12 Year old
Helene BoulleTreq ianted afomily so
they adopled theee qicls aged 1,12, and
[5.Champlain named them foyEsperance and
Chorike( Faith Pope and Chaci dy). -
Champlain’s infest in Mavigaltion
began ak avecy young age.Me was only
Aoy When e went Yo Sea wita s
w\c\e He wend LP \he Saguencu River uih
Some Maonquins 1 a bicen valk cance,
While 'n Dot Royo) ne Exploted Yhe Coask

from Cape BredonNova Scotiato Cape Rod
us A

The Expedition wasled by Perce
Du guade de monis.Tn 32 France
qo¥ Canada back bagk from Englands
TN \633 Champlain Retucned to Guﬂfzecﬁ
and ebuilt the Habﬁahom)k@r\omp lain
made Ycading and Military ageee -
menis Wwith the Naliwve Peoples. He
Ceossed Yne Ocean 21 ¥inaes s He Sowed
the Seeds of frencn Educalian at
Quepec.pe uh\ished Tourmals filled
WA ma ps, Chark s and detai led
drawvings .He became Known as Yhe
Foxner of new France.Tan \b35

Ve dted Mece on Cheiskmas day,

~waslaken orer by ¥ne English

Grade 6

T 1602 hewas pack 0€ analher

Jhere
Expcd\hon,he seryed ds alieutenank
under 1 Monks. He made Frlends anch
Ytaded with Yhe Hurons, Agonguins
_and Mendagnais.They alss helped Nim
G J 7

~ExpediYions. He [ater named a laKe.dfrec
‘mmse\{“@ﬂ Septemboer, [H,16204 Quebec

—whenlouls andThomas Kicke

_Called, Xebec, Champlain magped the

" Yo Acadia, whnion S now called Nova -

$<izedit 1A name of England.
Toa mid dane Yne Expedition Cam&\mcd
_Upthe Sk lawfence River fo aglace

St Lawlence Riverfite was o %'éoq(a'phcr"
_0nd & map moker on an Expedidion

~Seodo.

Discussion: This is a summary of information in essay format. It clearly
has been researched, although there are no sources cited. The piece has
predictable organization, following the key points of Champlain’s life be-
ginning with his birth and ending with his death. The writing is technically
sound. The sentence structure is varied in length and type, and the para-
graphs are constructed with a topic sentence and supporting details. It
fulfills the academic purpose of the writing. With the editing, there are
very few errors. However, the piece does not have much voice. The sen-
tences do not flow well and the paragraphs are not clearly connected.
They read more as a list of facts than a sequenced piece of writing. In this
sample the content and structure are all correct, but the piece does not
engage the reader.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- topic is focused and maintained

- writing is organized in paragraphs
- conclusion is a summary of main ideas

- uses a variety of sentence lengths
- uses correct capitalization
- uses correct end punctuation

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose
- beginning develops topic with supporting details and ideas

- establishes connections between key ideas and supporting details

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement
- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 8

Good morning teachers and fellow students, I am here today to talk to
you about the dangers of online chat rooms. Sure a chat room to you
probably looks and sounds safe but are they really? Did you know that 15
percent of kids have met an online friend in person and 12 percent of those
people said that they had a bad experience. Don’t get me wrong chat rooms
are cool. They are the latest way to talk to many different people from all
over the world and make new friends. Chatting to people can be fun but it
can also be dangerous. These rooms are filled with hundreds of nameless
and faceless people. You never know who anyone is or what they are like.
Many people are honest and are just there to have fun. Not everyone is what
they claim to be you can never trust just anyone online.

It is very important not to give out any personal information to people
online. You should never tell anyone you first or last name, age, address,
phone number, school or any other personal things. Giving the wrong person
this info can be very dangerous. An online predator with just your first and
last name can easily find out everything about you and your family using the
Canada 411. Remember that all people aren’t bad but you are talking to a
stranger. You must treat a stranger online like a stranger that you would
meet on the street you would not give out any personal information or agree
to meet up with them. If you ever come across someone online that makes
you feel really uncomfortable you should tell your parents and stop any
more contact with this person.

An online predator makes contact with kids through chat room
conversations, e-mails, instant messaging and message boards. Many teens
us peer support. Peer support is online forums that help teens deal with their
problems. Predators look for vulnerable victims who seem lonely, rebellious,
or confused. They then try to seduce their target through attention, affection,
kindness and even gifts. They devote a lot of time, money and energy to be
up to date on the latest music and activities of young kids. Girls are the most
vulnerable because in a long time relationship with someone in a chat room
they are more likely to tell personal information when they trust the person.

To know if you are chatting with an online predator here are some
ways to tell. If the person gets upset or angered when you ask questions, if
the person seems to good to be true chances are they are, if their personal
information is incomplete they probably aren’t who they say they are and if
the person forbids reference checks. If any of these signs appear when your
talking to someone online they could be a predator.

Many kids our age today spend more time on the Internet than they do
developing social skills, doing homework or playing face to face with other
kids.

A chat rooms is a public place. Many do not use their true identity to
everyone they chat with. Those who wish to harm kids choose there victim
by seeing who appears to be lonely or left out. They can pretend to be
supportive and sympathetic and gain the trust of that person and pretend to
really listen. Using a web cam or microphone give you predator access to
see what you look like and what you sound like.

If you are ever visiting a chat room these are the main rules that you
should remember. Your screen name should always be something that has
nothing to do with your real name or reveal any personal information. Never
give out any personal information. Do not use swear words in chat rooms.
Keep your password to yourself. You should always tell your parents if
someone online is making you feel uncomfortable. And the rule that
everyone should know is never make plans with someone online but if you
do you should make sure that you bring a parent and make sure you meet in
a crowded place and not an empty parking lot.

1 hope that my speech has taught everyone something about chat
rooms and their dangers. I am sure you have probably heard all this before
but there are still kids out there telling strangers things that they should not
and this is very dangerous. There are many cases dealing with kids who have
met secretly with their so-called online friend and they have put them selves
in a lot of danger. These online predators are sick people and we need to do
more to stop these situations and keep chat rooms safe and clean so that
everyone of all ages can chat freely. Just remember if you are ever in a chat
room keep safe and don’t tell anyone personal information because you
never know the person your talking to could be an online predator.

Grade 6

Discussion: This piece is written as an essay, but is appar-
ently intended to be delivered as a speech. The topic is
clearly introduced. There is a sub-topic with supporting de-
tails in each paragraph. The conclusion summarizes the
main points in the essay. There is a strong author’s voice in
the piece. The word choice is strong (“lonely, rebellious, con-
fused”, “angered”, incomplete information”) and clear. There
are some problems with sentence structure, including inter-
nal punctuation (commas) and run-on sentences (“Not every-
one is what they claim to be you can never trust just anyone
online”, “You must treat a stranger online like a stranger that
you would meet on the street you would not...”). There are
also some minor convention errors (us/use, your/you’re,
there/their). Despite these, the communication is clear and
the content and organization certainly make up for the weak-
er structural pieces.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- Imain and supporting ideas are expanded through exam-
ples

- descriptive details enhance the piece

- beginning develops topic with supporting details and ideas
- establishes connections between key ideas and supporting
details

- writing is organized in paragraphs

- conclusion is a summary of main ideas and arguments

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses simple, compound, and complex sentences

- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- voice is evident

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct end punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly im-
pede meaning
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Sample 9

Deao“\/ Dets:  Anorexion and Bulimia

H, +oa(oy I'm 3@6w to K adout dawliy diefs, and  how
khay could lod to anorega or bulimio. The Prab/em s {hmaﬁ}t,
thot & isn't  ceally the diet  that couses these ilinesses.
Awrexio and bulimia  are mosty pﬁycholojical Fr;blems creotd by
't'ryfv:j te £i1 an iwege, most lfkel}, becauge e sfiesore irying fo impress
Gomeone. Then ey diet 'ln-knsly, but m ther mind, they never 1ufr‘c €'
the image they uant. 4o, they keep diefing because they've developed
anorexia. or bulima.

Now, before T el you moce; you might want t Know o bit
abut angresa and balimia, 10 exphin worexia first gecanse # will make
pulimia  easier o wunderstand

kil; anecexm 15 an emofional illness where o fperson refuses Yo eat.
The peofle Mest Susceptable to it are fan@e, gits and young women. Eue
though e word  arorexia  means “without appef,de," anpre xics  conld be at the
powit  of gawing off #eir oon links beaae o huger Moteda 16 a gy chological
poblem Yot causes the afficied person 4 awid feod o the peiat of death unless they
get secims and imaediste telp. They need tis heip because the main  Symptom
of dhis disaase 15 sedere weightloss Ths wy quick [oss of iyt invebes 23:¥
of  the person’s  bedy we.‘jﬂ. If you read Reacler's D‘jm ) you might have read
the shey of o kid named Brandon, 9ed s sby would shew han horrible
this dusease 5.

Jpw, bulimis. {5 alnost fhe exsel same o5 aporexie , excepl Gubimics ot
When 1 say thoty I ot meon o mislod yous pecanse balimics don't eat regularily,
bul when they do eal, they go on whot we coll o “Gagel They et ond 2ot wnminilably
Unth dhey codt &t anyewe. Then they feel hoerifle aboud how mach they consawed | and,
either make Jhemselves vomt, o ke o éunch of laxitives. This disocler offlicls
Moy were  namen then men. Bolimin wsuslly strikes a person between 1340 4o yonrs od- A
survey shous dhat Sewml milion women ate affected by balimea or some time in Theie hives Some,
himes o permn wil have bouds of bulimia that bet ealy o deswgeks o ments. oters
will operience bosts thet con bt yeacs withoa? intecruption. Afew side effects are @ce
Tuosd andk dehy draon. st pople have Wwught Blmio is a4 piychelogical proflem amsed by
hildheod xpeciences, By’ wkluengs and  social passares. (e scientiic idence Japports his widepeod

heary REE Y '”ﬂl‘q has nrfor‘*e&l’ lelged. many bubimies with their disordor. Hare's an
intnm‘iﬁ Hduit, tesaach  supests et bubmio. auld pe parﬂa\ly musdty a dhemicaf
imbalonce. in e bain, Varioas shidies show Hiat onh-depressent drags have heped maxy patieds
ghin partial or full relek fram thesr Q/bem.

Sejas yuu an e, Hese nesies are herrible and painfu) , I someoe you knoeyike o friced,
Somtare i ur funilra kD frum kol W0 M e oF dese asfl disees, woidat you w0 do
someRig b help #om? e, you canl All you tad o do is shet a swpport growg for anoserics
and bulmics: I1'S qaite simpleto do « You aan wse youroun lineg rosm - Al you hare to do

I8 dutwith tew ke alout an har, talking adod  theie gperrences ,eir stragles; and
what dgive dme P find relief. Rememter; what € [ was you who w5 seeking dupport
and celef?

Grade 6

Discussion: This sample is written in essay for-
mat, although it is intended to be presented
orally. The fact that it is a speech explains the
informal introduction. The piece follows a logical
organizational pattern and tries to connect the
key points in the piece. The key points are gen-
erally supported by details and examples. The
piece uses vocabulary specific to the topic
(“psychological”, emotional” “chemical imbal-
ance”, “anorexia”, “bulimia”) and as well as
some good descriptive words (“intensely”,
“susceptible”, “widespread theory”). The transi-
tions between key ideas are generally good,
although a bit informal (“Now, before | tell you
more...”, “Well...”, “Now,...”). The transitions
work better as an oral presentation than in writ-
ten form. The conclusion introduces a new idea
(offering support) that is not particularly well de-
veloped. It is only peripherally connected to the
previous information (by stressing how serious
anorexia and bulimia are); the paragraph works
well as part of the body of the piece, but not as
the conclusion.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/
purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- main and supporting ideas are expanded
through relevant details and examples

- beginning develops topic with supporting de-
tails and ideas

- establishes connections between key ideas
and supporting details

- writing is organized in paragraphs and in-
cludes appropriate transitions

- word choice is appropriate for intended audi-
ence

- uses precise vocabulary according to context
- uses simple, compound, and complex sen-
tences

- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- uses a variety of transition words

- voice is evident

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with
content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct end punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not sig-
nificantly impede meaning.
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Sample 10

—

Food
Slavey hunted beaver, fox, mink, muskrat, brown-black bears,
bison, woodland caribou, moose, fish (arctic grayling, pickerel,
trout, and white fish), they would also pick berries, shooting and
snaring birds, collecting bird eggs, and catching other small game.

Tools
Slavey tools included axe, ice pick, crooked knife to carve
snowshoe frames, snowshoe awl, moose and caribou hide scrapers,
caribou bone knife, fish hooks, knives, and stones to make
pemmican, needles made from bird leg bones or wood.

Clothing
The Slavey people made clothes out of animal hides. They used
rabbit, beaver, wolverine and fox on their clothing for trim. Rabbit
fur was also used inside their moccasins for warmth in the winter.
Their blankets were made with finger-crocheted strips of rabbit fur,
and some of their clothing was also made this way.
Some of their winter clothing was hareskin parkas and pants, mitts
and hat, also hide moccasins and trousers and leggings. Their
summer clothing was made out of animal hides like caribou and
moose which they hunted for food. Moss-bags for babies.

Arts and crafts
Bead work on their moccasins, coats and jackets, and mitts were
beautifully designed with colorful beads obtained from the fur
traders. They made beaded or porcupine-quill belts and arm bands.
They made drums for ceremonial and recreation purposes. They
would make fancy, colorful dog harnesses for their dog teams.
They also made hide or canvas booties for their dog feet to prevent
cuts on sharp ice in the spring. Dog-whip handles would have
beautiful designs, they made baby rattles with pebbles in it for
noise and balls (hide stuffed with moss). They also made birch
bark baskets which were designed with beads or porcupine quills,
and they were sewn together with spruce tree roots or babiche.

Grade 6

Description
The Slavey people are a race of people that have dark skin, hair
and eyes. They are known as a friendly people and like to laugh
and joke. They are a shy people until you get to know them and
they feel comfortable with you. Their diet is mainly natural foods
off the land. They like to drum dance and sing. The language
spoken is called Slavey, and this has many dialects but they all
understand each others dialect. The Slavey people are an oral
people. Their history was never recorded but it was passed down
orally to the next generation.

Customs
The customs of the Slavey people were passed down from
generations ago and are still used today. Some of these are that the
boys are taught male activities like hunting, fishing building
teepees or log homes by their fathers, grandfathers, uncles or older
brothers. The girls are taught female activities like sewing and
cooking and gathering food by their mothers, grandmothers, aunts
or older sisters. They are taught to respect all people, and to always
listen to their parents because they have the knowledge and
experience in living. They are to share amongst their people and
provide for others like the elderly people, the widows, widowers
and the disabled. This way everyone was cared for and had a
feeling of belonging to the tribe. Tribes respected other tribes’
territory and in this way each tribe had enough land from which to
gather food. Elders would pass on knowledge to the younger
people and story-telling would be used to guide the younger
generations to be good people and live a clean and healthy life.

History
The history of the Slavey people goes back generations. They,
along with other native people were living here in the Northwest
Territories long before the whiteman arrived. When the whiteman
arrived they relied a lot on the native peoples’ knowledge to
survive the harsh conditions of the north. They adapted to the
native ways of life and sometimes they even married the native
women and they remained in the north.

Transportation
The Slavey peoples’ transportation method was birch or spruce
bark canoes with oars or paddles, moose hide boats, rafts out of
logs or trees tied together with ropes made out of hides,
snowshoes, toboggans and they traveled by foot.

Weapons

The Slavey people used weapons like spears for big game, fish
spears, bow and arrows, sling-shots, willow fishing nets, fish clubs,
foot snare, deadfall traps, live traps, and snares for small and big
game.

Religion
Long ago, before the religious people arrived in their territory, the
Slavey people had their own form of religion. They believed in the
Creator who made all things in this world. They prayed with the
drum and gave thanks to the Creator for all he provided on the
land. They had their prophets who relied on visions and dreams to
predict the future and helped the tribe with decisions and guidance
to survive hardships. They had drum dance ceremonies and feasts
for births, weddings, and deaths. When people got sick, they would
have their medicine-man perform healing ceremonies to heal the
sick. The Slavey people believed that these powers were from the
Creator because there were no doctors in those days. The medicine
man would chant with his drum and ask for the spirit to come and
cure the sick, and most times he would be guided to provide a
special herbal drank as medicine.

Lifestyle
The Slavey people lived on the land or in the bush, most of the
time they lived on the riverbanks so they could be close to the
water source for cooking and drinking, for fishing for bathing and
washing their clothes.
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Sample 10, cont'd

Houses
The Slavey people lived in caribou hide tents and log
huts of sod and logs, and Slavey people still are living in
them today.

Books )

'NPIBU/' A’l/as ai_
the world

Bibliography o},

www.civilization.ca
www.garthlenz.com
www.arcticphoto.co.uk.ca
www.imagescanada.ca
www.albertasource.com
www.ucalgary.ca
www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com

I found it hard to find some information through the internet and
books. But my grandmother (Eleanor Bran) happens to be a Slavey
Indian so she helped with some of this project.
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Grade 6

Discussion: This sample is a research paper. It has good con-
tent and organization, but the author seems to have some prob-
lems with layout. There is no introduction or conclusion in this
piece; the topic and focus are inferred from the title page. Infor-
mation is organized by categories. Some are better written than
others and the author’s voice comes through clearly in some
sections. Based on the comment in the bibliography, perhaps
these sections are the ones that came from the author’s grand-
mother. The other sections (Food, Tools, Weapons) read more
like lists of information; the sentences are not well constructed
and the author’s voice is absent. The bibliography has sources
listed, but not completely or correctly. The pictures on the final
page are well presented but are not all connected to the infor-
mation in the text and therefore don’t actually work to support
the text.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- main and supporting ideas are expanded through relevant details
and examples

- descriptive details enhance the piece

- writing is organized in paragraphs and includes illustration and cap-
tions

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses prepositional phrases to create an image

- uses simple, compound, and complex sentences

- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- voice is evident

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct end punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede
meaning.
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Sample 11

Figptig i e NHL_

6737’7, 245lbs Vancouver star winger Todd
Bertuzzi may face charges and is facing a police
investigation. For his actions he has received a
long suspension from the National Hockey League
after his brutal attack Monday night on Colorado
Avalanche forward Steve Moore. This attack happened
3™ period during a game at General Motors Place.
Colorado needed a big win after an embarrassing 7-1
loss to the Calgary Flames last Sunday. The
Avalanche appeared to be headed in a winning
direction after scoring 5 goals in the first
period. The next night in Vancouver they seemed to
be headed in the same direction, but the mood
shifted when Todd Bertuzzi pulled the back of Steve
Moore’s jersey following by a blindsided punch to
the head before landing on top or Moore. Bertuzzi
didn’t realize that Moore was injured and
unconscious, so he took another swing at Moore’'s
head, which could have been deadly, luckily

Bertuzzi’s teammate Jjumped on top of him and

have the same rules as the WNHL so less people get
hurt.

I’m sure that a lot of people are as curious as
me as to why Todd Bertuzzi attacked Steve Moore.

A lot of people think that a part of the NHL
is checking and hurting people but it’s not it's
getting the puck in the net. After this incident I
decided to look in a dictionary for the definition
of hockey to see if it says anything about physical
contact. The definition of hockey is “ A game
played on the ice between two teams of six players
each, in which players try to shoot a puck into the
opposing team’s net with sticks.” It doesn’t say
anything about getting the puck into the opposing
teams net with physical contact.

Todd Bertuzzi broke Rule #49 which is the
deliberate injury of an opponent. Here are the

consequences:

grabbed Bertuzzi’s arm before it hit Moore’s head.
If Bertuzzi’s wouldn’t have grabbed his arm, Moore
would have been dead. Moore lying on the ice
unconscious with a broken neck, concussion and
multiple facial lacerations, the emergency crews
rushed on to the ice surface and takes Moore away
on a stretcher to the Vancouver hospital. Moore is
currently in a hospital in Denver, Colorado and
should be released soon. The injury has been very
hard for the Avalanche to deal with. Bertuzzi is
suspended for the rest of the season, including the
playoffs and will have to apply for the
reinstatement before the next season. The Avalanche
wonder if or when Steve Moore will return. Although
the Canucks must pay a $250.000 fine for Bertuzzi’s
actions, the coach and the team support him 100 %
and can’t wait for Bertuzzi’s return next season.
So many people have been getting hurt by high
sticking and unnecessary fighting, why don’t they

wear full face helmets to prevent face injuries and

(a) A match penalty shall be placed immediately

on any player who deliberately injures an

opponent in any manner.

(b) In addition to the match penalty, the player

shall Dbe automatically suspended from
further competition until the Commissioner
has ruled on the issue. In this case the
Commissioner has ruled that Todd Bertuzzi is
suspended for the regular season though
there is still a possibility that he will
play for Canada in this Summer’s World Cup

of Hockey (WCH).

If it were up to me, I would send a

message about violence to all the teams in the
NHL that this violence won’t be tolerated. The
way you do that is not by taking away the
instigator rule as some experts propose, that
solution only leads to this type of violence, not
away from iti How many more people have to get

hurt? If the NHL keeps letting people get away

continue until

Grade 6

Discussion: The sample is an essay
written in response to a current
event. It is partly opinion, but also
refers to specific events and refer-
ences. Sources should be cited for
both, but there is no bibliography
with the piece. The essay is gener-
ally well put together, although the
actual topic (Fighting in the NHL) is
not clearly outlined until the second
paragraph. The description of Ber-
tuzzi’s hit on Moore is an effective
hook for the reader, however there
are a lot of details in the introducto-
ry paragraph that are probably not
directly related to the point the au-
thor might be trying to make. The
author’s voice comes through quite
clearly. There are some problems
with run-on sentences and incorrect
internal punctuation, but generally
the communication is clear and the
errors do not detract from the mes-
sage.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

with these attacks, it will never end, will this

someone gets kilied by an

unnecessary attack? Who knows?

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific
audience/purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- main and supporting ideas are ex-
panded through examples

- beginning develops topic with sup-
porting details and ideas

- establishes connections between
key ideas and supporting details

- writing is organized in paragraphs

- conclusion is a summary of main points and arguments
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses descriptive language to create images (interesting words and phrases, comparisons)

- uses simple, compound, and complex sentences

- uses a variety of sentence lengths
- voice is evident

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning.
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Sample 12

Modern Technology

1 think modern technology has changed our world. At the beginning
of time people had to do many different things to survive. Now in the
year 2004 many of the things we do are helped by the use of technology.
Today if all of our modern technology disappeared the earth would be in a
big mess and people would find it difficult to survive. Today we use

safety and many

for transp

other things in our everyday lives.

Some technology is good and others we could live without. If we did
not have the technology for bombs, nuclear weapons, and military
‘equipment it would be good for world peace. War would not be so easy,
destructive and not so many people would die. However no technology
would be bad for pollution and water treatment. We would have to use
open fires instead of stoves and live in poorly built houses. People would
be very sick without hospitals, medicine and special treatment. While
some technology helps save peoples lives other technology can kill and

injure people.

The best of exist in our everyday lives. We
have items in our kitchens such as stoves, microwaves, dishwashers,
blenders, fridges and all sorts of other gadgets. Other home items are
lights, computers, video games, phones, t.v.’s, cd players and dvd players

just to name a few.

Entertainment outside the house is theme parks. Theme parks
have been improved by modem technology. Old wooden roller coasters
have been replaced with new roller coasters that are more thrilling and

angles and

more exciting use to

lifts and

G forces. Other rides like use

to help them work.

Even the food we eat is affected by technology. Some
technology is used to speed up the processes of growing food. Like
special green houses. Factories use technology to speed up the process
of making food. They use the technology of robots. Robots play a very
important role in making lots of things like clothes, cars, planes, food and

many other things. Robots are also used in space exploration. Robots

are ideal for space expiration because they would need no food and no
‘water no air and not as much energy as humans and they could get into

Modem technology can be used for good and bad. Itis very
important to us. It helps to make our life better and easier. In the future

and 1| hope it will be used in good ways.

will be very
We will have the technology to send humans to places other than the
Moon. Technology has come a very far way since the beginning of time it

1 think has

has dealt with some of world’s

made our world a better place.

Grade 6

Some of the most tragic events in history have been caused by automobile is used by people all around the world everyday and has

the use of technology in bad ways, such as, the bombing of the World helped with transportation to make life easier. It is also used to carry

Trade Center and the World Wars. When the atomic bomb was invented items from place to place. T has made it

for the

people had a more deadly way of seeking revenge. construction of many cars around the world. The one problem with cars

is that with so many in the world they create large quantities pollution.
One question that needs to be answered is why would people

is very bad it can give people diseases such as lung

use so much time and money to develop and improve technology. My
disease, cancer, asthma, and others.

are using to
opinion is that there is a simple answer. Technology helps to improve life
try to create cars that do not create to the of

and people can do things faster and more efficiently. To move faster

poliution in the world.
cargo and cruise

people have cars, planes,

ships. To be more people have

photocopiers and items for communication. If you do happen to get a disease there are a lot of examples of

at For some people get serious
Some like the that was by brain tumors Y the even their head.
Alexander Graham Bell, has helped our everyday lives. It is imp The Y time for these special operations is very short. Another
itis an part of are also piece of technology at hospitals is an MRI. This machine is similar to an

another important piece of technology that has helped to speed up x-ray machine. It gives a more detailed scan of your whole body without

like e-mail and g for The even touching a person.

Discussion: This sample follows an essay format. It presents the topic in the intro
ductory paragraph and then presents arguments both for and against the topic.
The conclusion summarizes some of the key ideas and is connected to the intro-
duction. Each paragraph addresses a different aspect of the topic. There are de-
tails and examples given to support each key idea. Although some of the topic
sentences are a bit vague (“Entertainment outside the house is theme parks.”),
most of the paragraphs are well constructed. Most of the sentence structure is
good, although there are a few examples of run-on sentences. There are also
some difficulties with pronoun reference (“some people get serious brain tumours
destroyed without the surgeon even opening their head”). However, given the
length of the piece, the errors are not significant. Because this is an opinion
piece, there is no need for a bibliography.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- main and supporting ideas are expanded through examples

- descriptive details enhance the piece

- beginning develops topic with supporting details and ideas

- establishes connections between key ideas and supporting details
- writing is organized in paragraphs

- conclusion is a summary of main points and arguments

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses descriptive language to create images

- uses simple, compound, and complex sentences

- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- voice is evident

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning.
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