Functionadl
Writing 1-6

Functional writing is primarily non-fiction, although some of the samples included in this docu-
ment contain fictional content. Examples of functional writing include posters, advertisements,
brochures, lists, letters, charts, instructions, recipes, rules, signs, postcards, notes, graphs, re-
sponses to literature, and information collected in graphic organizers, to name but a few.

These writing samples are intended to show how student writing can be assessed using the
NWT-ELA writing standards. The samples were selected from student writing from across the
NWT. No one sample can accurately match every writing standard, so a number of samples
have been included. When assessing student writing (either for or of learning) it is important to
remember to use a variety of samples. The more samples you use, the more you can be confi-
dent in your observations.
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Grade One Writing

Students begin with simple drawings and labels then move to written descriptions and stories. By the end of grade
one, students are able to write in several genres (narrative, expository, letters, and poetry). They use previously mod-
eled forms, and often follow familiar sentence patterns. Although conventions are still not consolidated (there will still
be approximated spelling and other errors), the intent to communicate should be clear. Content usually is focused on
personal experiences, as well as areas of personal interest. Students begin to make connections between their own
prior knowledge and experiences and new learning. They also begin to paraphrase information found in texts, as well
as beginning to put ideas and information into sequential formats. Beginning writers will use initial/final consonant
combinations along with some medial vowels, expand their sight word base, and use classroom environmental print.
Word walls, posted charts and poems, big books, familiar texts, name cards, theme words, and other sources of text
all contribute to the development of independent writers in Grade One. Students also need lots of opportunity to write
— shared and interactive writing, guided writing, and independent writing time. It is also important for students to have
choice in their writing — in topic, in genre, or both They also begin to expand their ability to sort ideas and information,
and begin to use graphic organizers such as K-W-L, RANN, and “beginning-middle-end” charts.
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Sample 1

Grade 1

Description: This sample is a basic list. It would ap-
e Q pear that the author has used a Word Wall or other

environmental print to create the list. This a common

v e self-directed writing activity in Kindergarten and early
F r\A\ 63 0\ grade 1.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

OD

\)\)K\

Rubric qualities:

Cj r‘o.\(\ - topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas

from classroom study
- writing stays on topic

- writing makes sense independent of context-setting illustration

- writing is modeled on familiar organizational structure (list)

- uses words related to topic

- maintains phrase format

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable

Sample 2

Description: This sample shows a diagram
and labels representing the author’s house
plan. The labels show a mixture of approxi-
mated and conventional spelling. It shows a
good understanding of the use of illustra-
tions and captions/labels to convey infor-
mation.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic usually reflects personal experienc-
es or ideas from classroom study

- writing stays on topic

- writing is modeled on familiar organiza-
tional structure

- uses words related to topic

- maintains phrase format

- uses a mixture of approximated and con-
ventional spelling

- errors may be distracting but basic com-
munication is understandable
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Sample 3

Whaf

|
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st pcq‘)le life Chees.

Sample 4

Grade 1

Mr W(Cgvgun te fu

Description: This sample shows a survey, with a question, col-
lected data, and a concluding statement. The data collection
shows an understanding of setting up a chart and using tally
marks. The concluding statement also shows an understanding
of the purpose of a survey—drawing a conclusion from the col-
lected data.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas from
classroom study

- writing stays on topic

- writing makes sense independent of context-setting illustra-
tion

- writing is modeled on familiar organizational structure

- uses words related to topic

- uses simple declarative sentences

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling

- capitalizes first letter of names, “I”, and the beginning of sen-
tences

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is under-
standable

Discussion: This sample is a response to the picture book
Moira’s Birthday. It uses a standard sentence stem to start
each sentence (“My favourite part...”). The two sentences
are not connected in any way, but stand as two separate
ideas. The illustration supports the response but is not nec-
essary to make sense of the response.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas from
classroom study

- writing stays on topic

MO/?‘Q 5 é/l"?é Ay W & S

- content is a simple description
- writing makes sense independent of context-setting illus-

tration

BT w3 7(‘%5@/'76/73\{(5/’77(5 """"

- i -writing is modeled on familiar organizational structure

..... - uses words related to topic

e D‘&’t‘f“/‘L“D

Wairo s 5“/“/‘\“4‘%‘&19\ VAR

- uses simple declarative sentence patterns

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling
- capitalizes first letter of names, “I”, and the beginning of

sentences

>>>>> - uses periods at the end of sentences.

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is un-
derstandable.
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Sample 5

Description: This sample is a comic strip interpretation of the song “Snoopy’s Christmas”. Some parts are taken

from the song (“land behind enemy lines”, “this is the end”), and some are inserted by the author. The use of ex-
pressions such as “mwa ha ha” and the growling “grrrr” add interesting detail and voice to the piece. The illustra-
tions are an integral part of the piece; the sample also assumes some background knowledge of the song itself,

otherwise the piece is hard to comprehend.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas from classroom study

- writing stays on topic

- content is a simple sequence of events

- writing includes a few details

- writing is modeled on a familiar organizational structure (comic strip)
- uses words related to topic

- uses descriptive words to create an image

- maintains phrase format and tense

- writing is individual

- writing engages audience

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling

- capitalizes first letter of names, “I”, and beginning of sentences

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 6 Grade 1

Description: This sample is a note to
a teacher. It is somewhat different in
tone from a regular journal entry be-
cause it includes a greeting and
question for the teacher, as well as
information that the author wishes to
share. This author is learning English
as a second language, which ex-
plains the inaccurate preposition use
as well missing words and other er-
rors. The conventions (other than
grammar) are strong, and the mes-
sage is understandable.

Rubric qualities:
- topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas from classroom study

- content is a simple description

- writing makes sense independent of context-setting illustration

- writing is modeled on familiar organizational structure (note)

- uses words related to topic

- uses simple declarative sentence patterns

- writing is individual

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling

- capitalizes first letter of names, “I”, and beginning of sentences

- uses periods at the end of sentences

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable

Discussion: This sample is a graphic organizer; it is a combi-
Sample 7 nation of computer work (creating the graphic organizer) and
filling in the information by hand. It is likely that the categories
BC(TS (How they look, What they eat, Where they live) were either
given by the teacher or developed together by the class. The

approximated spelling in this piece shows interesting applica-
tion of both phonics skills (“nectr’, “atics” and an awareness of
certain spelling rules (“froot”, “trese”, “tinea”)
MEETING STANDARDS
. Rubric qualities:
Bow they Teak Where they live - topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas from
Yy 100 Oricp
what they eat eSo classroom study
%nny E'u 5 9(U rO‘[}iS - writing stays on topic
g is cgi‘;&,ﬁes} - writing includes a few details
4 S 'Ff*ozg braq eS - writing makes sense independent of context-setting illus-
Nea a 9°++ tration
%90 f;\"ig: - writing is modeled on a familiar organizational structure
omae (graphic organizer)

- uses words related to topic

- maintains phrase format

- writing is individual

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional spelling

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 8

Glonfother mode  J0Seph o
blue blanket. .

Juket.
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Joseph 505\'

the buk tons

Mw_@&&ﬁ%

Grade 1

Discussion: This sample is a summary of the picture
book Something From Nothing. The response fol-
lows a consistent sentence stem pattern
(“Grandfather made...”) with some variation in the
predicates (using “Joseph” and “wonderful” in differ-
ent sentences). The conclusion is basic, but does
reflect the events in the story. The conventions in
this sample are strong.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic usually reflects personal experiences or ideas
from classroom study

- writing stays on topic

- content is a sequence of events

- writing includes a few details

- writing makes sense independent of context-setting
illustration

- writing is modeled on familiar organizational struc-
ture

- uses words related to topic

- uses descriptive words

- uses simple declarative sentence patterns

- writing is individual

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional
spelling

- capitalizes first letter of names,
of sentences

- uses periods at the end of sentences

- errors may be distracting but basic communication
is understandable

, and beginning
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Sample 9 Grade 1
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Continued on next page
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Sample 9 (cont'd)
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Grade 1

Discussion: This sample is an independently writ-
ten “picture book”, based on the familiar format of
a picture and accompanying one or two sentences
of text on each page. Each page tells about a dif-
ferent aspect of the topic. Some of the information
sounds like it has been copied from another
source, however the spelling and layout seem to
indicate that the text is being written independent-
ly. This sample shows good understanding of the
text features in this kind of text—table of contents,
page numbers, and page layout and organization.
Spelling shows use of phonics (“grat”), as well as
spelling patterns (“baybie”, “colde”); most of the
text uses conventional spelling. The vocabulary is
quite sophisticated, as is some of the sentence
structure, including the use of a question (“Can
you guess..?”) and incorporated lists.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic usually reflects personal experiences or ide-
as from classroom study

- writing stays on topic

- content is a simple description

- writing includes a few details

- writing makes sense independent of context-
setting illustration

- writing is modeled on familiar organizational struc-
ture (picture book)

- uses words related to topic

- uses descriptive words

- uses simple declarative sentences

- writing is individual

- writing engages audience

- uses a mixture of approximated and conventional
spelling

- uses periods at the end of sentences

- errors may be distracting but basic communication
is understandable
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Grade Two Writing

Students in Grade Two begin to expand their audiences and learn to use writing in varied ways, including sharing in-
formation and ideas, telling stories, persuading others, and using language to create images for others. Drama and
readers’ theatre are popular choices with grade two students. Content begins to extend beyond self and family, to
include things from the community, as well as ideas and extensions of modeled text (books, films, TV, and other
sources of text), memories, and opinions. Students experiment with a wider variety of modeled forms and genres.
There is usually a logical organizational sequence to the piece. Teachers need to continue to model through shared
and guided writing. Grade Two’s can sustain longer periods of writing, and need longer, uninterrupted blocks of time
to work on projects. As in previous years, students continue to need choices in topic, genre, or both. Grade Two writ-
ing becomes easier to read throughout the year as students gain further control over writing conventions, however it
is important to remember that some approximated spelling is still to be expected. Continued time for reading aloud
each day to students is also very important. Teachers can create mini-lessons using material taken from favourite
read-alouds to illustrate such concepts as descriptive language, compound sentences, showing rather than telling
details, etc. Students begin to experiment with new vocabulary, sentence patterns, and organizational sequences.
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Sample 1
‘ Nl Phone
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Grade 2

Discussion: This sample shows a telephone list—a first draft that in-
cludes spelling corrections and then a final draft that has the infor-
mation in an easier-to-read set of columns. The final draft shows an
understanding of some of the text features that are important to this
kind of list (straight lines, aligned columns). A more developed piece
might also have included spacing between lines to make the infor-
mation easier to read, as well as listing the names in alphabetical order.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- title gives topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form
(telephone list)

_Telephone Book
MMLC_JJ—*;gBLOC&—M@L - word choice is appropriate for intended audience
SHKE 370—312] 370- 33t - maintains phrase format appropriate to organizational
ERic | 170- 4775 B pattern
$choo | 270 33 ) - errors may be distracting but basic communication is
Remp 1992 —1ifi understandable
&
Raad oFFcd | 370503
ca-0p 170- 117

Mﬁﬁpaﬁ__’———&ﬂ———

Sample 2
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Discussion: This sample is an example of a set of “How TO” instruc-
tions, with accompanying illustrations. There are good examples of
text features, including numbering the steps and then also number-
ing the illustrations that match each instruction. Some of the approxi-
mated spelling is unclear on its own, but when matched to the illus-
tration and to the context of the piece, it becomes easier to decode.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (“How To”)

- may have conclusion

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- maintains phrase format appropriate to organizational pattern

- writing engages audience

- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 3

Grade 2

Discussion: This sample is a
beginning-middle-end retelling
of a familiar story, The piece
has most of the story in the
“end” section, indicating that
the author does not yet have a
solid understanding of middle
and ending. The first two sec-

A merchant o But There was robbers ﬂ\e‘” ﬂ"e)/ beﬂ‘}um tions have good sentence

IKin " . up with Clubs. then
%-\grgiChgz W hiding bhied some rofg. 4 priest came and he
Rubric qualities: LedV\;e V\Cealme /?»he
- topic is clear 3‘\’12 Zwbu
- writing stays on topic fm an

nelp

structure and a good transition,
but the final panel becomes

didef he\P then a somewhat confusing.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

- content is a collection of ideas

- writing includes simple details

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses words related to topic

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable

Sample 4

‘n\e_ —”\r‘ec, '
" Beavers Brown
"L)’e 7LlJl‘ee. Be.guvet:

‘H.\pee Cg)ood chari Clers. II) o %u h;

ChormokNs 247 2l ov%hr:::%'dé

~ the uodeh
Wanfesolas 7% eot H)g

Beaver

1'5 G \A'F'F
e +f A BF/O?MS e/ The

o brigae
~Hhe H’%/ nts o cat the
B’/é’ vals

Discussion: This sample is a
comparison using a Venn dia-
gram. The items in each circle
are basic, but do offer a compari-
son between the two tales. The
structure of the notes is incon-
sistent; some are in point form
and some are in sentences. This
is not uncommon in Grade 2.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- title gives topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 5 Grade 2
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Discussion This sample is a timeline showing the development of baby rabbits. The timeline is meant to reflect the
first 6 weeks of development, but it appears the author struggled a bit with what were perhaps arbitrary time cate-
gories (weeks 4 & 5 say basically the same thing, and week 6 moves ahead by several months). This may reflect
a lack of knowledge on the part of the author (being unable to record specifics for each week) or a wish to make
the timeline run from “baby” to “adult”. The illustrations support the notes for each category to begin with, but then
taper off as the information becomes more vague. This difficulty in sustaining focus throughout the piece is not
uncommon in Grade 2—many pieces start strongly but weaken by the end.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities: - writing engages audience

- writing stays on topic - uses conventional spelling for most familiar or

- content is a collection of ideas high frequency words

- middle follows topic - sometimes uses periods, question marks and

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form exclamation marks

(timeline) - errors may be distracting but basic communica-
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience tion is understandable

Sample 6

Discussion: This sample is a thank-you note. It uses a standard

greeting and closure, and lists several ideas in the body. The
W\ writing sounds somewhat stilted, possibly because of the sen-
7 ‘ tence stems being used (“Thank you for...”, “My favourite...”).

---ear-"'; Tre [V S Many students still rely on sentence stems in Grade 2, until they
become more familiar with a specific format for writing. There is
N - 855 Lol KE T TeCiPe. evidence of some understanding of letter conventions (greeting
OA . with end punctuation, information in body, final idea, and closure
I Xz |On a separate line).
FanKJ60 ol the [00R A MEETING STANDARDS
Y TaVolifite Do 1§ Chinese Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- title or opening sentence gives topic

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (letter)
- may have conclusion

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- writing engages audience - errors may be distracting but basic
- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words communication is understandable
- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks
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Sample 7
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Sample 8
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Grade 2

Discussion: This sample is a note to a student, intended to address a be-
havior issue on the playground equipment.. It clearly states the issue, of-
fers a suggestion, and provides an incentive for the requested behavior.
The note also uses a salutation and closing. There is original vocabulary
(“just too much”, “You're our friend but sometimes you get a bit bossy”)
and clear voice. The opening sentence may be confusing to anyone not
familiar with primary playground equipment (tire swings), but the confusion
is cleared up by the second sentence.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (letter)

- may have conclusion

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses words related to topic

- uses a variety of simple sentence patterns

- writing engages audience

- uses conventional spelling for mort familiar or high frequency words
- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable

oD

I’)‘p}"a

Discussion: This sample is a response to the picture book Mur-
mel, Murmel, Murmel. It provides the title, author, and illustrator on
one side, and a brief “teaser” about the book on the other. This
demonstrates a deeper level comprehension than a retelling or
summary; it also requires a strong understanding of the process of
“show not tell” in writing. The back of the postcard also shows an
understanding of the format requirements of this specific structure.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (post card)
add : - word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of simple sentence patterns

- writing is engaging

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency
words

- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation
marks

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is under-
standable
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Sample 9

Grade 2

Discussion: This sample is a
response to one of the books
in the “Magic Treehouse”
series. It is a description of
each of the three main char-
acters. Each section is titled
and has three simple state-
ments. The content is factu-
al, and while it is basic, it
does tell key ideas about

NP |

JACk ERROAY AV 1 R I A A1
Jdekas 9. HE _ | Ske HdS Blownd Wdirt | Fhe KR
I’_ PB?S I E’O\Dfn / —S_h@ BUIA) mdg[[, Norse, He has arfue MEETING STANDARDS

A0 WIS Drowtdir [SLe 1S 7.

each character. The sen-
tence structure is very basic.

Rubric qualities: - follows organizational structure appropriate to form
- topic is clear - word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- writing stays on topic - uses words related to topic
- content is a collection of ideas - writing engages audiences
- writing includes simple details - uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- title gives topic - sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks
- middle follows topic - errors may be distracting but basic communication is understanda-
ble
Sample 10
‘ : Discussion: This sample shows a com-
' i parison chart with information on three
’@% 6 (\1 _74.7. \e different bear species. Each entry in each
y column is connected to the parallel ones
aJ‘-th garhen \_0.\;) i fw& in the other two columns, although this
wh\\‘( B'.mb M 7 organizational strategy becomes con-
o . é A : fused when the food entry for the black
Sea\s berries %’w ')?dd 'Mts honey bear takes up two lines. To be really ef-
W, e b’fﬂ C\‘W.‘S 'ﬁﬁb - "FR“‘* fective, the chart should also have cate-
rediur s‘%ﬂ‘\ ‘ Smed michum Clacsf | gories down the left margin, to clarify the
- ‘gm,/@y information, but since this appears to be a
\ self-generated chart, it's very well done

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- title gives topic (chart headings)
- middle follows topic

for Grade 2.
MEETING STANDARDS

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses words related to topic

- maintains phrase format appropriate to organizational

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high
frequency words
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is

pattern
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Sample 11
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Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- writing includes simple details

- title or opening sentence gives topic

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (reporting an event)
- may have conclusion

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses words related to topic

- writing engages audience

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words

- uses spelling generalizations, patterns, and structural analysis (Auntie)
- sometimes uses periods, question marks and exclamation marks

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable

Grade 2

Discussion: This
sample uses a specif-
ic structure (First,
Next, Then, Finally) to
sequence an event. It

.| focuses on sharing

the facts of an experi-
ence with the audi-
ence, and does a
good job of that. The
details support the
events (“l was in Eth-
ana’s room”, “l was
locked in the closet”,
“I yelled for help”) but
keep the ‘reporting’
viewpoint of the
piece. The illustra-
tions are also specific
and closely linked to
each section. The
sentence structure is
basic, but again is
consistent with the

- | format, as is the word
_ | choice.

MEETING STANDARDS
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Sample 12
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Grade 2

Discussion: This sample shows a sum-
mary response to a short chapter book
(from the “Junie B. Jones” series). Itt
identifies the title (but not the author),
characters, setting, and provides a plot
summary. The conclusion provided
seems incomplete due to the incorrect
use of “as you might expect” and
“although” as transition words. These
are sophisticated word choices for
Grade 2; sometimes such choices are
not used correctly. There is also an
awkward phrasing with the use of “of”
instead of “about” in the summary. This
kind of error is also not uncommon in
Grade 2.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- title gives topic

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form
- may have conclusion

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses words related to topic

- uses a variety of simple sentence patterns

- writing engages audience

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- sometimes uses periods, question marks, and exclamation marks
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 13
Ankylosaurus
Name
Time Cretaceous
Period
. It eats plants leafs and other veges.
Diet
Size It is a small and big Dinosaur.

The Ankylosurus can run 30 miles per
Interesting nhour.An Ankylosaurus can break a bone
facts in a Dinosurses body.An Ankylosaurus is
safe if a T rex wants him for dinner.

ALLOSAURUS
Name
Time Jurassic
Period
y It ate meat .
Diet
Size It was thirty five feet long.

: It had two arms . It was built to hunt.
Interesting it used claws and teeth to rip other

Facts dinosaurs apart.
Itis a velociraptor

Name

Time Jurassic

Period

- It ate small dinosaurs
Diet
Size It was 6-7feet tall and 2.6-2.9m.

It had a huge claw.
Interesting They travel in pods.
facts They communicate by a bone in there
throat.

B |

Tussisrencand Jof Poling

Grade 2

Discussion: This sample is a set of
information cards. It combines pic-
tures, headings and small amounts of
information. The information is vague
is places (“it is small and big”,
“communicate by a bone”) and not all
of it seems to be clearly understood by
the author (“it was 6-7 feet tall and 2.6-
2.9m”). The phrase format is not con-
sistent; some parts are written in sen-
tences and other parts are in point
form. The format helps the author or-
ganize the information and present it is
a way that is easy to read. It shows
good use of technology.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas
- writing includes simple details
- title gives topic

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (information card)

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- writing engages audience

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 14
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Discussion: This sample shows a thank you note. It has a greeting and a closing. The body of the letter talks about
the presentation and shows that the author has thought about the content. The body also flows well, through state-

ments, questions, and a summary statement.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- writing is a collection of ideas

- writing includes simple details

- opening sentence gives topic

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (letters)

- may have conclusion

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses words related to topic

- uses a variety of simple sentence patterns

- writing engages audience

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- uses spelling generalizations, patterns, and structural analysis

- sometimes uses periods and question marks

- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 15

1nared’mn'|'s Direcjn'ons

Grade 2
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Discussion: This sample is a set of
instructions written as a recipe. It is
well formatted, the information is
clear, The steps in the “Directions”
section flow well, and the “TIP” at
the end provides a good conclusion.
The word choice is clear and the
sentence structure is consistent.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS
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Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- writing is a collection of ideas

- writing includes simple details

- title gives topic

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (recipe)

- may have conclusion

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses words related to topic

- maintains format/tense appropriate to organizational pattern

- writing engages audience

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable
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Sample 16 Grade 2
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Discussion: This sample is a “How To” sequence that uses illustrations combined with captions to explain a pro-
cedure. The captions give instructions and some basic explanation. Each step is consistent in phrasing and tense
until Step 8, when the tense switches. The structure of Step 3 is also a bit unclear. The author chose vocabulary
that is clear and that is specific to the topic.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- writing stays on topic

- content is a collection of ideas

- writing includes simple details

- title gives topic

- middle follows topic

- follows organizational structure appropriate to form (“How To”)

- may have conclusion

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses words related to topic

- uses some descriptive words to create image

- maintains phrase format/tense appropriate to organizational pattern
- writing engages audience

- uses conventional spelling for most familiar or high frequency words
- errors may be distracting but basic communication is understandable

Functional Writing 21



By Grade Three, most students are consolidating their writing skills. They are able to use their growing competencies
in speaking, writing, and representing to communicate ideas and information or to persuade others to a particular
point of view. Students experiment with new vocabulary and sentence structure and try out different ways to organize
and present their material. They also may use dialogue as a way to advance the plot. Generally, Grade Three stu-
dents do not have good control over the use of quotation marks and other dialogue conventions, and it is often difficult
to follow the plot unless the student reads the piece aloud. This can be opportunity for a small-group mini-lesson on
keeping the audience in mind when writing, and the strategies authors use to make it clear who is talking, and when
the speakers change. Although quotation marks are not expected to be mastered until Grade Four they can certainly
be introduced at this level because so many students begin to use dialogue. Writing has a clear introduction and fol-
lows a logical sequence. Students begin to write for a wider variety of audiences, Students are now able to do some
self- and peer editing, checking for errors in conventions. Students can also edit for completeness of thoughts and
basic sentence structure. Teachers need to continue to model a variety of writing genres, stressing the connections
between receptive and expressive language. Mini-lessons to teach author’s craft also help to expand the grade three
student’s growing repertoire of skills. Students are becoming more aware of traditional story patterns and are trying to
incorporate those in their own writing. Oral discussion now includes sharing opinions as well as information, and stu-
dents are able to support their opinions with supporting details and “evidence”. These supporting details also start to
appear in writing, giving more depth to stories and descriptions.
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Sample 1
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Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is connected to the
writing purpose (request)

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- writing engages audience

- writing creates tone that is consistent with the content

- uses own words

- errors do not interfere with communication

Sample 2

Grade 3

Discussion: This sample is a request
note. The author understands the pur-
pose of a written request (as well as the
idea that “putting it in writing” will help the
recipient remember). The conventions
reflect the fact that this is an informal
communication. However, despite the
errors, the intent of the communication is
clear. The body of the message makes
the request and provides a reason. The
postscript gives a specific time frame.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Discussion: This sample is an organizing
web, giving supporting details around the
topic of respect. The details are generally
consistent in form.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with the content

- uses own words
- spells most high-frequency words correctly
- errors do not interfere with communication

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- main ideas are supported with opinions
- topic is stated in the beginning (in centre
of web)

- word choice is appropriate for intended
audience
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Sample 3
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Grade 3

Discussion: This sample is a simple recipe. It is missing
both a title and the “Ingredients” heading; it does have a
“Method” heading. The information is not complete (no
mention of a pan in which to bake the bread, possibly miss-
ing some ingredients), and not always accurate (unlikely to
be completely baked in 15 minutes). However, as an inde-
pendent effort, it is well done. The phrasing is consistent
throughout, and the word choice is adequate.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- main ideas are supported with facts

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is con-
nected to writing purpose (recipe)

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses own words
- spells most high-frequency words correctly
- uses end punctuation correctly

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

Sample 4
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Discussion: This sample is a request for
information. The author understands the
purpose of a written request for infor-
mation. It contains a greeting and clo-
sure. The note states an issue and re-
quests clarification. Although the con-
ventions in this piece are weak (spelling
in particular) but the word choice
(wondering, equipment, sincerely) and
sentence structure are more sophisti-
cated .

wou\d-
fhe

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is connected to the writing purpose

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary related to the topic

- uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences

- writing engages audience

- writing creates tone that is consistent with the content

- uses own words
- uses end punctuation correctly
- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 5

Grade 3

—— | Discussion: This sample is a thank you letter, written to a

guest presenter. It has both a greeting and a closure. The
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body gives a personal response to the presentation. The

sentence structure is varied, including a compound sen-
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tence using “because” as the conjunction. The format of the

letter has the greeting in the correct place and with correct

-Ase C;QA \} m* Q/Ji—yJ. Ce he qugl spacing, and the closure with correct spacing. There is an

attempt (“spectachul”) to use descriptive language.
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APPROACHING STANDARDS

hfar
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Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear
- main ideas are supported with some evidence (opinion)

the spectachnl doy.

- information is organized in meaningful way that is con-
nected to the writing purpose (letter)

YQl?{‘ 1r fendy

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- writing engages audience

- uses own words
Uses capitalization correctly

- uses end punctuation correctly
- errors do not interfere with communication

- uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- spells most high-frequency words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically

Sample 6
310
= | 40 )
4 - ——
44+ 3= 47

I rouwndcb ed 15 +0

Discussion: This sample is an explanation of thinking about solving a
math computation. The symbolic representation with the numbers
helps to explain the thinking. There is some confusion in the state-
ment “subtract it to46” (46 is subtracted from 90); this could indicate
some misunderstanding with the process, or it may be some difficulty

with how to explain it correctly.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

the nearest tens anct

)
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Su L {"‘acf i+ "’ 0 L‘ 6
‘\L’M{-’ao’rd‘ 'H'l | =4 3 ones-

0

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- main ideas are supported with some evidence

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is connected to the
writing purpose

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to the topic

- uses own words

ﬁo

- uses capitalization correctly

- uses end punctuation correctly
- errors do not interfere with communication

- spells most high-frequency words correctly
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Sample 7

Questionnaire

1. What’s your favorite show?

2. Why do you like it?

3. Do you know all the names of characters?

4. Which one is your favorite?

5. What other shows do you like?

6. Which one is your second favorite?

Grade 3

Discussion: This sample is a set of questions intended for a survey. The
questions drift slightly off topic at the end. The questions will not give
easy-to-record results, but that should be a learning experience that can
be discussed in a conference. However, the questions are clear and the
y flow well from beginning to end.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated at beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is connected to the
writing purpose (survey)

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses own words

- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most high-frequency words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically

- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication
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are two places where the word choices are not used cor-
rectly (“giving presents to relatives and receiving”,
“Christmas turkey and servings”). The final item on the
list is used as a conclusion, and uses an exclamation
point to emphasize it.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

Ny - topic is clear

& - includes descriptive details

- topic is stated in the beginning

foaether Tn o - information is organized in a meaningful way that is con-
nected to the writing purpose (survey)

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary related to topic

- writing engages audience

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content
- uses own words

- spells most high-frequency words correctly

- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 9
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Grade 3

Discussion: This sample is a response to a book, written as a
note to the teacher. It includes the date, a greeting, and a
closing. The page is set up with visual prompts to remind the
author to use those features correctly. The body of the letter
introduces the book, giving the title, and then tells what the
book is about and gives an example. There is some difficulty
with the sentence structure in the explanation section
(“...fake information for monsters like in the book...”). This
kind of difficulty is not uncommon in Grade 3.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- main ideas are supported with some evidence

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is con-
nected to writing purpose (letter)

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to topic

- uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences

- writing engages audience
- voice is evident

- uses own words

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most high-frequency words correctly
- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication

Sample 10
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Discussion: This sample is an outline. It is a way to provide support-
ing details for key ideas. It uses a combination of numbering and
formatting to keep the ideas organized. This piece shows an over-
generalization of the use of commas; instead of being used to sepa-
rate ideas, they are used to separate each word. The phrasing is
consistent throughout the piece, and the key ideas are clearly linked
to the topic.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- main ideas are supported with some evidence

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is connected to
writing purpose (outline)

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to topic

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content
- uses own words

- spells most high-frequency words correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 11 Grade 3
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Discussion: This sample is a “letter to Santa” (a common activity in grade 3 and 4), showing both a first and second
draft. The letter shows good structure (return address, date, greeting, body, and closure). The body includes a nice
opening sentence, setting the context and adding a bit of humour. This is followed by a small joke, and then the list of
requested presents. The content is actually quite clever, and the piece is well organized. There is alos a strong sense
of the author’s voice. The most noticeable difference between the two drafts is spelling corrections. There is no evi-
dence of revision of content or crafting of the piece. Despite the corrections done to the first draft, there are still a lot
of convention errors (end and internal punctuation, and capitalization of toy names). There are also some problems
with run-on sentences; this may be due to poor punctuation and capitalization control, but it should have been cor-
rected during the editing conference.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear -writing engages audience

- main ideas are supported by opinions - voice is evident

- includes descriptive details - writing creates a tone that is consistent with the con-
- topic is stated in the beginning tent

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is - uses own words

connected to the writing purpose (letter) - spells most high frequency words correctly; unfamil-
- simple conclusion is stated iar words are spelled phonetically

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience - errors do not interfere with communication

- uses some descriptive language to create an image

- uses a variety of simple and some compound sentenc-
es
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Sample 12

Grade 3
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Discussion: This sample is a summary of science information.
It uses jot notes as well as a Venn diagram. The content is
clear, and there is an attempt to use a numbering structure
(although the period is incorrectly placed before the number).
The author also has recognized that the information in the
Venn diagram is not readable, so it is listed more clearly un-
derneath.

MEETING STANDARDS
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Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- main ideas are supported by some evidence

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is con-
nected to the writing purpose

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences
- writing creates tone that is consistent with the content

- uses own words

- spells most high-frequency words correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 13

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone
Novel Review
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Discussion: This sample is presented as a book review,
although it is more of a personal response to the novel
than an actual review. It offers key ideas (likes and dis-
likes), with some supporting details. The details are gen-
eral (“I like it because it is a fun rough sport”, “how he
plays chess a lot”) but they are connected to the key
points. The piece is generally well organized, listing the
positive points first, then the negatives, and finally, the
suggestions for improvements. There is one misplaced
sentence, possibly included to extend the length of the
piece, or else as an afterthought.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS
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Rubric qualities:
- topic is clear
- main ideas are supported with some evidence

- topic is stated in the beginning

writing purpose

- simple conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for the intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to the topic

- uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences
- writing engages audience

- voice is evident

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

- information is organized in a logical way that is connected to the

- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most high-frequency words correct-
ly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically
- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 14

Heidi

Heidi is a 5 year old Girl who is right now
living with her Aunt but set out on an
enormous adventure up the mountains to her
Grandfathers. Heidi’s parents died in a
terrible forest fire when Heidi was just a
baby. Heidi is also very excited to see her
Grandfather for the first time. Heidi saw her
Grandfather before but was so young that
she doesn’t remember a thing. They
eventually got there and oh he recognized
her all right. He was a very grumpy man and
as soon as he saw her he went inside and
slammed the door right behind him. When
they got right up to the house Heidi opened
the door and asked her Grandfather is he
remembered her and he said no get out of
here. When Heidi got outsides her aunt was
gone half way down the mountain Heidi
announced where are you going? Her aunt

answered back “I am leaving now so have a
nice time with your grandfather.” A couple
minutes later Heidi went back to the house
and her Grandfather asked her where she
wanted her bed to be and he was even
making her a chair for the table. After that
they were happy together and got used to it
so Heidi stayed there.

Grade 3

Discussion: The sample is a book summary. It focuses on
the beginning of the book, with a very quick summary at
the end. This organization issue is still common in Grade
3. The summary is not completely accurate, but is a close
approximation. The tense switches from present to past
and back again several times, but this is not uncommon
for Grade 3. There is also a developing voice in the piece,
coming through in comments such as “oh he recognized
her all right”, and “After that they were happy together and
got used to it”. The sentence structure in this piece is
more advanced than is usual in a Grade 3 piece, although
it is not always well-controlled. There is some strong word
choice (enormous adventure, eventually, recognized, ex-
cited) but not all are used appropriately (announced).
There are some capitalization errors (Girl, Aunt, Grand-
fathers) that could have been corrected through an editing
conference. There are also a number of errors with inter-
nal punctuation (commas, quotation marks, and apostro-
phes); these skills are beyond the Grade 3 curriculum and
so are not considered as errors.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is clear

- main ideas are supported by some evidence; may include
unnecessary information

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated in the beginning

- simple conclusion is stated
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses some transition words

-writing engages audience

- voice is evident

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content
- uses own words

- uses end punctuation correctly
- errors do not interfere with communication

- uses some descriptive language to create an image
- uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences

- information is organized in a logical way that is connected to the writing purpose (summary)

- spells most high-frequency words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically

Functional Writing 30




Students in Grade Four write for a variety of purposes and audiences and are able to set more specific purposes for
writing. They are expanding their informational writing, including information from a variety of sources and looking at
different techniques and forms to convey their meaning. Narrative writing uses dialogue and description to show ac-
tion; the content expands to include imagination and fantasy. In Grade Four, students begin to organize their writing in
paragraphs. Students continue to require focused mini-lessons on the author’s craft to develop their skills; they under-
stand how visuals can help to focus the attention of the reader or to emphasize ideas. They also are able to adapt
their language use to particular audiences and purposes and begin to use resources such as dictionaries, a thesau-
rus, or a spell checker to support conventions. Shared, guided, and independent writing time continue to be important
within the class schedule. Students in grade four continue to need opportunities to share their work with others, and to
write for real audiences and purposes.
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Sample 1
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Grade 4

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain
the topic

- main ideas are supported with evidence

- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a logical way that is connected to the writing purpose

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- writing creates a tone that is consistent with the content
-errors do not interfere with communication
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Discussion: This sample is a summary of information. The
categories are pre-determined; the author has created the
diagrams and the captions. There is labeling as well as
the captioning. The format of the captions is not con-
sistent; some are written as sentences and some are jot
notes. While the steps in the process are shown, not all
are not very well explained.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are supported by evidence

- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a logical way that is connect-
ed to the writing purpose; uses diagrams, captions
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary related to topic

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content
- spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are
spelled phonetically

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 3 Grade 4

Discussion: This sample is an advertising poster. It presents
the information clearly, and the layout is effective.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain the topic

- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is con-

FeelFree 4o come

When: June 30,2004 nected to the writing purpose (advertising poster)
Where: TWGS Schoa! - word choice is appropriate for intended audience
Time ' 1-9 om - writing engages audience
- writing creates tone that is consistent with content
Volunteers Needed | - uses capitalization correctly

- spells most words correctly
- uses end punctuation correctly
- errors do not interfere with communication

Discussion: This sample is a simple book review.
It lists likes and dislikes, as well as personal con-
nections and opinions. The statements are quite
general; the opinions are not supported with spe-
cific examples or facts from the book. The sen-
tence structure is controlled and the word choice
is general (cool, funny, surprises), but adequate.
The conventions in the piece are strong.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain the topic
- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a logical way that is
connected to the writing purpose

| . . . - conclusion is stated
é 5 ﬂ - word choice is appropriate for intended audience

crlabue aiden.

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content
- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most words correctly

- uses end punctuation correctly

- uses apostrophes correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 5

Do NJ MacPherson Students Want a Talent Show?

Yes No Totall

K 13 11 24

1 7 0 7

2 22 3 25

3 4 1 5

4 7 1 8

5 10 1 1
Total 63 17 80

K 1 2 3 4 5 Total

Sample 6
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Grade 4

Discussion: This sample shows a survey and accom-
panying graph which translates the survey results.
The information is clearly presented and the layout
makes it easy to read and understand.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain the topic

- topic is stated in the beginning (title)

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is
connected to the writing purpose

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- writing engages audience

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content
- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most words correctly

- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication

Discussion: This sample is a letter. It uses a standard
letter format, with return address, date, greeting,
body, closing, and post-script. The format is support-
ed by the layout on the page. The content is conver-
sational, sharing information that is not particularly
connected to the topic , but the piece does flow.
There is voice evident in the personal information and
the gift requests and post-script.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubrics qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain topic

- may include unnecessary information

- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a logical way that is con-
nected to the writing purpose (letter)

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- voice is evident
- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content
- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically

- uses end punctuation correctly
- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 7
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Grade 4

Discussion: This sample shows a first and second draft of a
character sketch from the novel Stone Fox. There are a few
revisions in the second draft, but the differences are primarily
editing changes. The description of Stone Fox is primarily his
physical appearance, but there are a few character elements,
too. There is an attempt to use some descriptive language
(“his eyes sparkled in the sunlight”, “his face was as hard as
stone”). There is some variety in sentence structure, but not
all the sentences show good control. The second draft shows

better structure than the first.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain topic

- main ideas are supported with evidence; explains opinions
and ideas

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated in the beginning

- conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses a variety of simple and compound sentences
- writing creates tone that is consistent with content
- uses words that add clarity and detail

- spells most words correctly

- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 8
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Grade 4

Description: This sample is a friendly letter. It uses cor-
rect formatting (return address, date, greeting, body, and
closing) and is organized in paragraphs. The content is
general, but the author’s voice is evident in the questions
being asked and in the information chosen to be shared.
Control of sentence structure is general good, although it
does falter in a few places. These are longer, more com-
plex sentences, so that is not uncommon at this grade
level. The word choice is this piece is basic but effective.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain the topic
- topic is stated in the beginning

- information is organized in a meaningful way that is
connected to the writing purpose (letter)

- conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of simple and compound sentences
- writing engages audience

- writing creates tome that is consistent with content
- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most words correctly

- uses end punctuation correctly

-errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 9
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Grade 4

Discussion: This sample is writ-
ten as a comic strip, with cap-
tions explaining the illustra-
tions. It is intended to explain a
process of good decision-
making, as well as to deliver an
anti-smoking message. There
is an effort to have the comic
strip be able to convey the
message on its own, although
the captioning does make it
much clearer. There is some
awkwardness in the sentence
structure in the captions (“Jade
is telling Lil if she wants to
play...”) and some switching of
tenses, but the message is
generally clear. There are
some convention errors, but
they do not interfere with the
communication.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to explain topic
- main ideas are supported with evidence

- topic is stated in the beginning

- conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of simple and compound sentences

- writing engages audience

- voice is evident

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with the content
- spells most words correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connected to the topic (includes captions)
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Sample 11

Grade 4

Animal Crime Card
Victim: Posde

Picture:

Discussion: This sample is the data collection for a research
project. The connection between the “crime card” and the ani-
mal profile sheet is not clear, nor is the information on the
crime card. The information on the profile sheet is written in
sentences, which is not a common format for notes. However,
the information is clear, and generally connected to the cate-
gory headings.

MEETING STANDARDS

Crime:'Dg_.;,ﬁ- ro%';ns The shn‘r

fona.qs bamboe foresy.
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Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes sufficient information to maintain topic

- main ideas are supported by evidence; information is
factual

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary related to topic

- follows format-appropriate phrase structure

- writing engages audience

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content
- uses words that add clarity and detail

- uses capitalization correctly

- spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are
spelled phonetically

- uses end punctuation correctly

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 10
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Discussion: This is a retelling of
a biblical story, from a first-
person point of view. It is written
like a diary or travelogue entry,

L. [)\%“agw/ W#W,mm
o shotghard L. Ho asked ao oy e
wte oul Shane - (&MMMW

,39 : \d ol although there are no “dates”
% B - e ko e included to indicate separate
Srecansn Se Viyes doce 2o b Jeharm. | days. The focus and point of

view are maintained throughout
the piece, which is significant
given its length. There are details
that have been added that are
apparently taken from the au-
thor’'s own imagination (“how
nice it would be if we saw a little
fountain”; “went to sleep right
away’; “it was a good thing that
Joseph was on the donkey too”)
but which add good voice to the
piece. The dialogue formatting is

incomplete - although the
quotation marks are correct, the
internal punctuation is missing
and each section of dialogue
should be a new paragraph.
However, despite those errors,
the communication is clear.
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Rubric qualities:
- topic is focused and maintained
- includes sufficient information to

. . EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS
maintain topic

- main ideas are supported with evidence; may include unnecessary in-
formation

- includes descriptive details

- topic is stated in beginning

- information is arranged in a logical/meaningful way that is connected to
the writing purpose

- conclusion is stated

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary related to topic

- uses descriptive language to create an image

- uses a variety of simple and compound sentences

- uses some transition words

- writing engages audience

- voice is evident; states information in a unique manner
- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses words that add clarity and detail

-uses capitalization correctly

- spells most words correctly

- uses end punctuation correctly

- uses apostrophes

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Sample 12

Grade 4

Discussion: This sample uses the format of a “wanted” post-
er, although it adds extra information categories near the
end. The piece makes good use of colour and layout fea-
tures, including punctuation, block letters for headings, and
design elements. It also uses an inserted definition (short

three coloured horn (alicorn)”) and then uses the term later in
the piece. There are some minor errors in tense and number
agreement, as well as some spelling errors, but none inter-
fere with the overall communication.

Rubric qualities:
- topic is focused and maintained
- includes sufficient information to explain topic

- main ideas
are supported
with evidence
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- includes de-
scriptive details
- topic is stated
in the begin-
ning

- information is
organized in a
meaningful/
logical way that
is connected to
the writing pur-
pose; includes
headings

- conclusion is
stated

- word choice
is appropriate
for intended
audience

- writing engages audience
- voice is evident

- uses words that add clarity and detail
- uses end punctuation correctly
- uses commas

- uses precise vocabulary related to topic
- uses descriptive language to create an image

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- errors do not interfere with communication
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Students in Grade Five continue to refine their writing skills in multiple genres. They are able to make notes (with guidance) and
integrate into their writing ideas and information from several sources. They are able to experiment with different organizational for-
mats and genres to share their ideas and information. Grade Five students are becoming more aware of their own voices when they
write, and begin to try to develop their uniqueness. They become better able to structure their writing in paragraphs using a logical
plot sequence (for narrative) and different organizational formats (compare/contrast, cause and effect, etc.) for informational text.
The actions and/or events are often structured to advance the plot, and the ending is often contrived to fit the actions and the story
problem. As the middle of the piece becomes more complex, it may be harder to tie up all the loose ends. They develop more con-
trol over conventions including tense and spelling. Students use expanded vocabulary in their writing, and are becoming more able
to match word choice to audience and purpose for writing. They pay more attention to the connections between form, purpose, and
audience, and begin to apply the “writing process” in different situations (video production, slide shows, drama, music, etc.). Time to
work on self-selected pieces, with lots of opportunity and support to craft and refine them, continues to be important.
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Sample 1

A FRIEND SHOULD
HAVE THESE
QUALITIES...

MY TOP TEN LIST

1)RESPECT
2)ALWAYS THERE FOR YOU
J)LoYAL
4)honest
5)CONSIDERATE
6)FUNNY
7)TRUSTING
8)SOMETHING IN COMMON
9)HELPFUL
10) COMMUNICATE WELLYSY

Sample 2

Grade 5

Discussion: This sample is modeled on a “Top Ten” list. It contains good
ideas, but there are some structural problems with the piece. Generally, a
list like this should follow a consistent pattern (all adverbs, each one to
start with a verb, etc.). The computer formatting is inconsistent (change of
font for #4) and the having it all centred makes it more difficult to read.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are expanded through examples

- beginning states topic

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is connected
to writing purpose

- follows organizational structure of specific format

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- follows format appropriate phrasing

- writing engages audience for specific purpose

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede mean-
ing
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Discussion: This sample is a brochure,
advertising the rollercoaster on the rings of
Saturn. The layout is generally effective,
although the headings on the centre page
vary in placement, which makes it harder
to follow. The front and back pages are
consistent in focus, but the centre infor-
mation page is not clearly connected to
the topic. The ideas on the centre page
are engaging individually, but they do not
flow together. This lack of focus makes the
piece seem disjointed and unclear.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are expanded through examples

- includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience purpose in mind

- beginning states topic and may introduce supporting details and ideas
- follows organizational structure of specific format

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience
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Sample 3
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Grade 5

Discussion: This sample is an advertisement. It uses good layout strate-
gies (strong title at top and closure at bottom; information clearly stated in
the middle; good spacing). The information is presented in categories, us-

ing headings
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are supported with evidence

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind

- beginning states topic

- information is organized in a logical/meaningful way that is connected to
the writing purpose

- follows organizational structure of specific format

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- follows format-appropriate phrasing

- writing engages audience for specific purpose

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning

Discussion: This sample is a menu. It does not follow a standard menu for-
mat but presents the information more like an advertisement. It also ap-
pears to be trying to incorporate a Hallowe’en theme (“Cookie and Scream”,
“Frog eyeballs”, Worm Spaghetti”’). The format is not particularly effective;
the title (the name of the restaurant) does not stand out from the rest of the
information, and the illustration that dominates the piece does not have a
strong connection to the content. There are spelling errors that do make the
piece more difficult to understand, and capitalization conventions are not

applied consistently.
APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind

- beginning states topic (title)

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way connected to writing
purpose

- follows format-appropriate phrasing

- uses correct capitalization

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- writing engages audience for a specific purpose
- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

-spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 5 Grade 5

Bear Edifor Litsracy Discussion: This sample is an opinion piece, written as a letter to the

| am wri’ting today about literacy. | editor of a newspaper. The piece starts wit.h a strong opening, with two
feel that kids should learn how to read supporting details. The second paragraph is not clearly connected to the
better. So | think it would be good to first, and the third is not connected at all. However, the final paragraph
have more challenging books for does a good job of summing up the original idea, and offering a sugges-
sohiogls. AIsg, it would be Boad fo tion. Despite the gaps in content, the letter does follow the general format
have more books so that kids have ) P 9 p L . 9 I

for a letter to the editor. There is an attempt to use transition words within

more opportunities to read.
Fundraising and money from the the first paragraph (*So”, “Also”).

government can help get more math
books, reading books, spelling books
and many more books for schools.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

It's amazing that in some countries - topic is focused and maintained
some families do not have enough - main ideas are expanded through examples
eney to send thair kids foschooh. - main ideas are supported with evidence
Everyday, parents should read with includ inf ti
their kids at home for at least half an - may |nc.u € some unngcessary information ) .
hour. We should all do our part so - content is developed with audience/purpose in mind
kids can have a better future. - beginning states topic and may introduce some supporting details and ide-
C.. M.. , Tulita as

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

-uses correct punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly
impede meaning

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way
that is connected to writing purpose

- conclusion, though brief, is supported by information in
content

- follows organizational structure of specific format

Sample 6

Discussion: This sample is an advertisement. It starts with an attempt
to persuade the reader that the new doll is “the best you could ever
get”, then goes on to list its key features. The piece ends with the
price and ordering information. The sample follows the general format
for a persuasive advertisement. The illustrations support the content.
The word choice and sentence structure are adequate, and the tone is
typical of the genre.

Tis new!l+§ ﬁm., Shet

‘R.n +‘or e"eglﬁﬂgf Sbﬁé
the best Back f
coulJ ever 9°+' She *

| comes  with o house with

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are expanded through examples

- includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind

- beginning states topic and may introduce some supporting details
and ideas

‘_elec‘fvﬁ.‘; f"*[ ad real working

"7} S g

T

| L working bruin _and falk. _she § izati f
- [ St e 3 follows organizational structure of specific format
; Somach - word choice is appropriate for intended audience

Cw | Not g vailible S N e | - USES precise vocabulary according to context

~9ef| | i /. i-uses a variety of simple, compound, and some complex sentences
: O\ call now ! Only *39.99 plus Gst .
‘ 1 - uses varied sentence lengths

- 300 — 587-2479

il

- uses correct capitalization

- writing engages audience for specific purpose - uses correct punctuation
- voice is evident - spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly
- writing creates tone that is consistent with content impede meaning
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Sample 7

Spring Dance

No Alcohol
No Drugs

No Kids after 9:00 pm

When: May/01/2004
Where: Pool-Hall
Time: 7:00-11:00 pm

Everyone is welcome to attend the dance.

Vote for King and Queen.
Names: James - Lisa
Floyd - Leah

Shane - Freda

Adults may attend the dance.

Grade 5

Discussion: This sample is a notice, advertising a dance. The key
information (when and where) is in the middle of the page and an
attempt has been made to centre it. Other important information
(regarding alcohol and drugs) in at the top, underlined and in bold
print to add emphasis. Information of lesser importance (who can
attend, King and Queen contest and contestants) is included at the
bottom. Centering the contestants’ names at the bottom helps them

to stand out from the rest of the information.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes descriptive details

- may include unnecessary information

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind

- beginning stated topic and may introduce supporting details and
ideas

- follows organizational structure of specific format

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of simple, compound, and some

complex sentences

- writing engages audience for a specific purpose
- writing creates a tone that is consistent with con-

tent

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly
impede meaning

Sample 8

¢ /T/P 7:3“ C}’\F\S"‘mas Tolrs,

Q)
ttl,Cano(s Cmes ﬁ

#Q-C\'\oc,,]o‘ﬁ &
8.0y
H4.Pe @ 5
ﬁS Smarties
oM W M

:H'—] SK\'H‘\es @ ¢
#* 8 G(ummg Rears

F9.Cookies
0. Mint

®

Discussion: This sample is a “top ten” list. It uses a clear numbering sys-
tem, the ten items are all on topic (although Smarties, M&Ms, Skittles, and
gummy bears may not be specifically tied to Christmas), and the format is

consistent. The illustrations support the content.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind
- beginning states topic

- follows organizational structure of specific format

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- follows format appropriate phrasing

- writing engages audience for specific purpose

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation (including commas)

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 8

Child Poverty

Dear Editor,

| am writing to you about concerns
| have with child poverty. In
Guatemala, kids and their families
don’t have homes to stay in. They
don’t have enough money to buy food
for their kids. They don’t have
enough money to put their kids in
school to learn to read and write.

In Guatemala, little boys and girls
pick up food from the dump and they
look for other things too. They don’t
have clean water to drink.

You know when you watch
television, you see people talking
about these kids? They want you to
help them, to care of them and love
them as if they were your own kids.
Some kids don’t have a mom or a dad

to love. Is there anyone out there
who cares for these kids?

| am very sad that | am too young
to help them with food and clothes,
but maybe | can help by writing to
you and we can get the message out
through the newspaper.

i T.. , Tulita

Grade 5

Discussion: This sample is a letter to the editor of a news-
paper. The topic is clearly introduced in the first para-
graph. The following paragraphs add further information
and supporting details, including examples. The conclu-
sion is simple, but effective. The sentence structure is var-
ied and uses some repetition and comparison to add em-

phasis (“They don’t have...”, “...as if they were your own
kids”).

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are expanded through examples

- main ideas are support with evidence

- includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind
- beginning states topic and may introduce some sup-
porting details and ideas

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way
that is connected to the writing purpose; weak transi-
tions between paragraphs/sections

Conclusion, though brief, is supported by the infor-
mation in the content

- follows organizational structure of specific format

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses a variety of simple, compound, and some com-
plex sentences

- uses varied sentence lengths

- writing engages audience for a specific purpose

- voice is evident

- writing creates tone that is consistent with the content
- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct end punctuation and commas

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly
impede meaning
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Sample 9 Grade 5

AL Agout Me!t 2001-08 | ossusson s sampeis  ceegoris
— list, similar to a graphic organizer. Itlist

ﬂnﬂm,& A . , information related to specific categories all

connected to a particular topic (a specific
w‘iﬂa"quohm“”)/}om student, in this case). The format is con-
sistent, and the word choice is basic but
aﬁe,:(o appropriate for other students in this age
group. The author’s voice does come

Favetde WY\Q{%,W through in some of the statements. |
Tp el gpt bmakat. Joo o838 Mo Swoncos
Ni l‘ , :_& )3_ Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

‘a_m \PMK&QW - main ideas are expanded through exam-

ples

Hﬁbh(ﬂti. W@,W  e/tpises | - includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience/

&M a\ee(qvaywduafb&b/ purpose in mind

- beginning states topic

‘?;M WS:&:LL CJ’WA‘U dl/ﬂd-/ - information is organized in a meaningful/
Jﬂjﬂ% Meovia-. logical way
- follows organizational structure of specific

QMQWW:WMWQ&. format

- word choice is appropriate for intended

a\)l\nmxyjl\ab AM%/WWAX brsthoo and \““‘95’ audience

n - follows format-appropriate phrasing

BQ&’WM Mwm’ - writing engages audience for specific pur-

3MCM‘3M,¢WM;WW’LM@ f)(\)lzi:e is evident
ond. kuwl'nmﬂa

- writing creates tone that is consistent with

: tent
341”0’@0!%““’%‘0‘9% soleoy ‘MA'M' fxl)Jrs],eesncorrect capitalization

- uses correct punctuation
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Sample 10

Bridge 40 To nab THWQ\G

Veryone Would tike o Magical Kingdow.
In the Story bridge to Tarabithia  Twe Kids
have a magical Kingdow inthe forest They
haove to Cress a Creek usSing a rope to Swing

a Cross. Leslie s agirl and Jess 15 a bey. Tes5
6 Scaced of Yhe Ldafer Leslie 1s qood atf

Swimming. JeS5 and Leglie Qre good cunnerS.
When J€S5 and his Teacher went To
Washwton, \eslie went totheir Wingdow . Then
She went on the rope. Fbrokel Then She hit
hee head on arock. When TesS Came vack,
Jess found out that Leshie died but e clidnt
Yelieve them. My feeling obout the Stou are
qood and sad. Y was goodat the begmning
because they became Sriend. \t o Sad when
the el died, Some‘}‘\mes \am Wke Dess

lam  afrad of weR’s dog and darkeess
lcan} swm ke Jess | weuld |ile
Yo be iKe leslie. and act be afrad.
It Shewld be made into a movie. \ think
ifs a good story. '

Grade 5

Discussion: This sample is a response to
a novel. It provides a brief summary of
the key points in the plot, then goes on to
make connections between the reader
and the novel and to offer an opinion on
the novel. The piece starts with a good
introduction, including an effective lead.
Using correct paragraphing would make
the organizational structure clearer and
easier to follow. An editing conference
would also help with clarity. The word
choice and sentence structure are ade-
quate; There is variety in both sentence
length and type.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are expanded through
examples

- main ideas are supported with evi-
dence

- includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience/
purpose in mind

- beginning states topic and may intro-
duce some supporting details and ide-
as

- conclusion, though brief, is supported
by the information in the content

- word choice is appropriate for intend-
ed audience

- uses descriptive language to create
an image (comparisons)

- uses a variety of simple, compound,
and some complex sentences

- uses varied sentence lengths

- writing engages audience for specific
purpose

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content
- uses correct capitalization
- uses correct punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 11

Grade 5

Movie Review: Qﬁm&, %Mm,

Characters Actors

Discussion: Although this sample is la-
beled a “Movie Review” it is actually a

1 i 1128

SR eott Caluint/ss

graphic organizer. The information from

this organizer could be used to write a

Choankie, ( an) Erie Rlmodl
I3 ( e

Nuid (strpgather) | Quolge Recnhold |

review. It is important that students un-
derstand that graphic organizers are

)

tools for gathering and organizing infor-

mation, but are not necessarily the end

Miﬁﬂmlnw )
[

Producer Richand Baken.,Kick. Meanina,Qormes

% L.

result. The information in this organizer
is recorded in categories. The factual
information is clear (characters, actors).

Director: MW
Reviewer: _@__ e

The summary is vague (“The Story”)

WHAT’S GOOD ABOUT THE MOVIE:

WHAT’S NOT SO GOOD ABOUT THE MOVIE:
s (3 i ‘ i
v

OVERALL REV[{:W: n '
M%Mm@
Mﬁﬁa—&uﬂﬂm’_&%

Lt

JWMW /5 4 ‘

and the opinions are not supported by
details or examples. However, the
“Overall Review” provides a good con-

clusion to the piece.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind

- beginning states topic and may introduce some supporting
details and ideas

- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way that is
connected to the writing purpose (headings)

- conclusion, although brief, is supported by the information
in the content

- follows organizational structure of specific format

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses varied sentence lengths

- writing engages audience for specific purpose

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly im-
pact meaning
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Sample 12 Grade 5

Guardians of
Go'hade &
The: journey

Discussion: This sample is a comparison of two characters in a novel.
One half of the comparison lists their physical descriptions, and the
other half looks at their personal characteristics. Although the four
paragraphs are brief, they do contain specific descriptions. The word
choice is good, and the author’s voice comes through.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and main-
tained

- main ideas are expanded
through conclusions

Wﬂl A wmark ok - main ideas are supported with
0 0L MW;% evidence
M, ¥e i al s - includes descriptive details
2’6 ij q and S - content is developed with au-
MR‘A% "’“D‘;ﬂ"' dience/purpose in mind
1& J AT mwaﬂ. - beginning states topic and

may introduce some supporting
details and ideas
- follows organizational struc-
ture of specific format
- word choice is appropriate for
intended audience
- uses precise vocabulary ac-
cording to context
: - uses varied sentence lengths
‘?) M » "&W “"‘W‘Q‘“ﬁ (" - writing engages audiencegfor

W‘ﬂb w Do I ‘ﬂ% the W a specific purpose
owds i Mu ook D oren 1) M - writing creates tone that is
ol going and cargy algd Rin consistent with content

ndy. / - uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation
- spells most words correctly;
errors do not significantly im-
pede meaning

o whide Teart shaped foze amdia

[of Mot wain chagadon Hebe
ag&wm”&bm\-
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Sample 13 Grade 5

£ B | 5%
P @
| X
eand
i A A LA A
k& ; Jy\r/ k‘ e !
B ”*-—\J e e 124
ohn left Yrom Briskol o find asco rouke Yo | | In June 24,1497 Tohn londed on Newboundlana | John colimed tnis (g)and Enale
the riches ofack. | L and sty $or_couple of hours ) 1o island for Sngland,

G S
Cabot's men caugth lots of codign = They vcoopeéd buckets of codbish onto hip ond brig.
et e S el st | N3 R S o

- %{
S, & ‘_, } el |

‘ngﬂs:ésx\ﬂ back to Emland Yo aive the whole Wingdem
Covot seiled agein and he ot 5 shigs with
him with 300 men. One ship returned put
Hhe olthers woece never heord ot oqain.

)
[

meg feturneel \'Vor E:"S "w\.a@f‘? Cobot became o r.\u'hona‘ Yeco Lfor v Mhe
cily \s very proud- city cod@ish.

Discussion: This sample uses diagrams and captions to retell an historical sequence. The captions match the
illustrations. The captions are somewhat general, but do provide a summary of some of the key aspects of the
1497 expedition. The beginning of the piece states the topic, the middle frames follow a logical sequence, and
the conclusion is brief. It extends the topic by talking about other expeditions, but does provide a definite ending
(“the others were never heard of again”). The word choice does offer some specific descriptors (“scooped buck-
ets of codfish” , “became a national hero”) although other choices are very basic. The tense confusion (past and
present) interferes with clarity, as do the spelling errors. An editing conference would make this much easier to
read.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities: - uses varied sentence lengths

- topic is focused and maintained - writing engages audience for a specific purpose

- main ideas are supported with evidence - writing creates tone that is consistent with content
- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind - uses correct capitalization

- beginning states topic and may introduce some sup- - uses correct punctuation

porting details and ideas - spells most words correctly; errors do not signifi-
- information is organized in a meaningful/logical way cantly impede meaning

that is connected to the writing purpose

- conclusion, though brief, is supported by the infor-
mation in the content

- follows organizational structure of specific format

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of simple, compound, and some com-
plex sentences
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Sample 14

Grade 5

Db, s Ko Spn, Moo S

Discussion: This sample is a re-
sponse to literature, comparing a

(A

book and its movie version. The

introduction is strong with a very

inviting lead. The second para-

graph sets up the contrast between
the book and movie well. It shows
the author’s voice, and makes the
author’s views on the book and the
movie very clear. The last two par-

agraphs attempt to provide detailed
support for the author’s viewpoint,
but are quite repetitive. There is no
real conclusion. The final sentence
attempts to wrap up the piece very
briefly, but it is not particularly ef-
fective. The strong start and weak

finish is not uncommon in grade
five work, as students still often
“run out of steam”. The word choice
and sentence structure are quite
sophisticated (“"disgusted”,

”, “off the point”, “on the

“derived”,
right track”, “believable”) in the first

three paragraphs, but become
more basic towards the end.

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- topic is focused and maintained

- main ideas are expanded through examples

- main ideas are supported with evidence

- includes descriptive details

- content is developed with audience/purpose in mind

- beginning states topic and may introduce some support-
ing details and ideas

- information is organized in meaningful/logical way that is
connected to writing purpose

- conclusion, though brief, is supported by the information
in the content

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses descriptive language to create an image
-uses a variety of simple, compound, and complex
sentences

- uses varied sentence lengths

- writing engages audience for a specific purpose
- voice is evident

- writing creates tine that is consistent with content
- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not signifi-
cantly impede meaning
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Grade Six students are becoming more proficient in revising and crafting their representations. They keep their audience and pur-
pose in mind when choosing the genre to use as well as the appropriate language and vocabulary. They understand the power of
well-crafted material to move and persuade others, and focus on enhancing their work to improve their communication. They are
able to delete irrelevant or unnecessary information as well as adding details. Vocabulary choices reflect an understanding of the
ambiguity of language and the ability to convey various shades of meaning. Presentations show evidence of planning and an under-
standing of organizational formats specific to genres. Students also begin to adapt organizational formats to meet specific needs
according to their audience and purpose. Grade Six students write for their own purposes and to express their own messages. They
continue to need time to work on pieces that are sustained over a longer period of time. Modeling and mini-lessons continue to be
an important part of the learning process for Grade Six students.
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Sample 1

5 Riplecion, , = J,,ﬂw{v\’, cods,
Metoe ﬁk{ a’%ﬁlﬁg. ?ﬁ4d el )Uéoﬂ % a

Aaol, ﬂjfwuxﬁugg i 1&&(7 /(Ake AR qu@(
2t omnn of I S P o | T Y T
i paek aod Aecanaq § Acks P PP
swediy wod Ao g o jﬂu& doutin
ennal o{M D oliotin '} /l(,al@w}z
Jhat yrolues Loof, oplin sech M.,
b son it /‘Lm&g_léé{: Lot Ltcoias
s po OC%UMV\/%_ Ao bhaory what ()
hopaunglp 4 uw'UQQA M VY,
G0dAs oo ot At o0 s Aapesanly
ot L Thcmd Hhodk fo bosk Lhedot
Jo a dgport ATty Tha ,(m?ﬂu 24
thowld Aarve mear  cobs,

Grade 6

Discussion: This sample is a response to a picture book. The author
starts with a personal opinion, and then attempts to provide details and
examples from the story to support that opinion. The sentence structure
is quite repetitive . There is some good word choice (“aware”, “realize”,
“depressing”) but some repetition, too (“sad”, “like”). There is not much
structure to the piece; there is not enough information to put into para-
graphs and the only connections between the examples are that they
are “sad”. There is no conclusion to the piece, and in fact the last two
sentences appear to have been tacked on after the fact, to offer some
suggestions for improvement. However, they are not connected in any
way to the criticisms being offered.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- beginning develops topic with supporting details and ideas

- establishes connections between key ideas and supporting details

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience - uses correct end punctuation

- uses a variety of sentence lengths
- voice is evident

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content impede meaning

- uses correct capitalization

- uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement
- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly

Sample 2

5T LBO BAGGINS

Bilbo Baggins i d hobbit and he
15 Hhe main char?;‘c\‘er 0of The Hobb /.

e o A
on_o gn{ha-‘r‘n/ adde +/dw +
ate abut Fou}?ca— uﬁ/fhe\/ 145K liktef\::ncng

Bilbo Baaain$ is the homel Lbit;, that
meavfs Jra&é%" hle \1Kes howvbsg yakao doesn't
go ON tps,

Bilbo was a tyPical Wopbit; he lgved foos and
e i visifors. He come from a richfamily, he
was unasbitious and unadventuous dnd happy to live
S'\Sq,mek \ife (N Wis uxufiOUs  hobbit wole in the
W

One do!,nlen he was about 50years old,all Yat
hanged — ds ke found himself on an adventure with o
ComPany of dwacves. They WefE looking fof a great
treasuce quacded by admgon. Along the way +hey
fon inko FeollS, giant spiders, GoblinS and elves.

Thete goes WiS quiet [Fe)

Discussion: This sample is a character sketch. It states the topic in the
first sentence, then goes on to describe the character’s physical appear-
ance and personality traits. The piece is organized in paragraphs; each
contains an idea, but some could also easily have been combined to make
the piece flow more smoothly. The sentence structure is varied and shows
some sophistication, including the use of clauses and compound sentenc-
es, as well as semi-colons. The author does a good job of describing the
character before his great adventure, but chooses to end the piece with a
“tag line” (“there goes his quiet life”) rather than describing the changes in
his character as a result of the adventure. This leaves the piece feeling
unfinished, almost as though the ending was written as a book jacket
blurb.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose
- topic is focused and maintained

- main and supporting ideas are expanded through - word choice is appropriate for intended audience

details
- descriptive details enhance piece

- uses simple, compound, and complex sentences
- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- beginning develops topic with supporting details and : : - uses correct capitalization

ideas

- uses correct punctuation

- establishes connections between key ideas and - uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement

supporting details
- writing is organized in paragraphs

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly im-
pact meaning
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Sample 3
“On Task”

Task: a piece of work assigned or done as

part of ones duties.

"On Task": Doing what you are supposed
to be doing and not goofing off. You are not

"off task”. You are listening to your
teacher(s).

Exemples of being on task are..

1) Being quiet when you're supposed to be
quiet and talking when you're allowed to
be.

2) Doing the work you are assigned to do
during class time (not goofing of ).

3) Doing things that are related to that

subject and things that are not related to

that subject are put away.

Listening to others and respecting there

ideas.

4)

Grade 6

Discussion: This sample is a definition and description of a common
school concept. It may have been developed from classroom discus-
sion or from a graphic organizer. While it is not written in paragraph
form, it demonstrates a clear understanding of the concept being de-
scribed. It starts with a dictionary definition, adds a student-generated
one, and then provides examples. The use of larger fonts and bold
print to add emphasis is effective. The illustrations, photos, and clip

- art make the representation well-balanced and add interest.

APPROACHING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- main and supporting ideas are expanded through examples

- beginning develops topic with supporting details and ideas

- establishes connections between key ideas and supporting details
- writing follows the appropriate organizational pattern for the genre
(uses headings and bullets)

- follows organizational structure of specific format

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses simple, compound, and complex sen-
tences

- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- voice is evident

- writing creates a tone that is consistent with
content

- uses descriptive language to create an image

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation

- uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement

- spells most words correctly; errors do no significantly impede

Sample 4
Dear Grandpa 5

Thank you for the gift certificates from Toad Hall Toys. We found lots of
Playmobile there. We are going to put together all our money and order
some Playmobile sets.

We like the National Geographic for Kids and the YES magazines. Thank
you for sending them. It must have cost lots of money. I always look
forward to getting the magazines. I like the YES magazine the best. I like
to tear out the collector cards from the N.G. Kids.

We like the calendar we got. It’s the best one we got yet! My favourite
picture is the cheetah because it’s the one for May and my birthday is in
May. The picture that’s at the month of my mom’s birthday is the snake.
R ’s is a humpback whale. Thank you for sending it.

How was your Christmas? Mine was superb. I got lots of awesome stuff. I

got a stamp collecting kit that I really like. Now I am collecting stamps. I
already have 11 stamps.

Hope you are feeling good.

Love, ﬁ

meaning

Discussion: This sample is an informal thank you letter. It is orga-
nized in paragraphs. It provides opinions that are supported with de-
tails and examples. The author’s voice comes through in parts
(although the format does make it sound a bit silted at times). The
sentence structure and vocabulary choices are varied and keep the

reader interested.
MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- main and supporting ideas are expanded through examples
- descriptive details enhance the piece

- beginning develops topic with supporting details and ideas

- establishes connections between key ideas
and supporting details

- writing is organized in paragraphs

- follows organizational structure of specific
format

- word choice is appropriate for intended audi-
ence

- uses descriptive language to create an im-
age (comparisons)

- uses simple, compound, and complex sentences

- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation

- uses correct noun-pronoun agreement

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede
meaning
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Sample 8

Mountoin Qruﬂ\oerm’

Cranbecries are hgn in LarndaC - % won ve wsed

for je\ies, jome,ond dessects, The juice of

i, Coroerty ‘@ used for Kidney oroblems Yoy - writing follows appropriate organizational pattern for
many people. P\\ooﬁg\m\ peoples wsed W Lo medicine the genre (illustrations, numbering)

for Cougnd andl colds.

FmevJeeo\

The Sabtu Dene use $iceweed
- rashes and other 8kin problems.
Al o the Siceweed is edibk, The
leaves Can ‘oe dried and useol for tea.
The young shoeots are good in Salad,
The Kﬂon\/ fron Yhe fireweed is i
dark and " delicious.

Grade 6

Discussion: This sample presents information on plant use
with accompanying diagrams intended to make identifying
the plants easier. There is no introduction or conclusion;
these could be in the form of field notes, except that the
written information is in complete sentences and is written
with an intent to inform others, rather than as “notes to the
author”. The illustrations support the information in the text;
they would likely be enhanced by the use of labels or cap-
tions to extend the information. The sentence structure is
generally well-controlled, although there are a few errors in
noun-pronoun agreement (“cranberries/it”). The word choice
is specific to the topic, and the tone is appropriate for the
format.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose
- topic is focused an maintained

- main and supporting ideas are expanded through
details

- descriptive details enhance the piece

- establishes connections between key ideas and
supporting details

- follows organizational structure of specific format

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses simple, compound, and complex sentences

- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significant-
ly impede meaning
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Sample 6

)
§
Tiamat stocted playing and
sleeping in Jecemy's Sock

Tiamat sfacied Yo vse
Yelepathy to talk to Jderemy,

“he Stared at dhe dragen, and it leckedl < STOPL T, 'hi5 Svprise , (T “, Weeskling mateh wh

. eyes with M:"-” worked > dirky  sock.>
ko 18 ke | €. beajan to wip ¥ one of

deagyen.? ke fivers.”

e S ATl | e o
Tava$ Stacted iest bow)l oF f © Hanher o S8

wmilk +ime.

o hateh 5

Discussion: This is a plot summary created using a timeline. It includes illustrations, plot events, and quotes from the
story that all work together to explain the events. The layout is effective, although the centre line is not well-defined
which makes it a bit difficult to figure out the pattern at first. The quotes used to support the plot events are adequate,
but do not add any more information to the piece. The illustrations reflect the plot events, but again do not add any
information, so the plot events are not enhanced by the additions, even though they make the representation more
interesting and engaging for the reader.

MEETING STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- main and supporting details are expanded through details and examples
- descriptive details enhance piece

- beginning develops topic with supporting details and ideas

- establishes connections between key ideas and supporting details

- writing is organized in paragraphs

- follows organizational structure of specific format

- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- voice is evident

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation

- uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 5

SB\Q -co C\S;’AQN’\'

Discussion: This sample is an extended character description. It
includes illustrations, descriptive words, a quote from the story,
and an in-depth description of some of the characteristics along
with examples from the story. This moves the piece beyond a
general description of how the characters looks to deeper look at
the character’s personality and behaviours, and how the author
shows the reader those characteristics. Although much of the

material is visual, the content still is meaningful.
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS
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Sample 5, cont'd

Athletic
Jonathon bikes to Granville Island with Valerie sometimes.
Jonathon bikes and jogs to work and all sorts of other places.
Jonathon sometimes jogs in the supermarket line while he is
waiting. Jonathon lifts all sorts of weights and does all different
kinds of stretches. When Jonathon exercising he wears his neon
wrist wallet. If he is wearing that wrist wallet that means he is
ready to exercise. That is why Jonathan is so athletic.

Handsome
Jonathon is a very handsome guy. He is handsome enough to be a
movie star. Jonathon has sparkling white teeth like of f of those
TV, commercials. He has huge muscles that you can see through
those tight stretchy exercise suits he wears. Stevie's dad is
goofy. He ts-always just ‘rhr‘owri?\g on a shirt and just runs his
fingers through his hair, he doesn't even brush his hair. Jonathon
wears very nice clothes like out of magazines. He always brushes
his hair. That is why Jonathon is so handsome.

Helpful
Valerie invited Jonathon over for dinner,After dinner he helped
take the dishes to the kitchen and he helped Stevie wash and dry
the dishes. Jonathon also helped gather up the bottles and
newspapers to take down to the parking garage where the
recycling containers were. Jonathon is a volunteer for Garbage
Busters. He does all the books and financial stuff. Jonathon puts
in a lot of hours, and he is so very helpful. That is why Jonathon
is so helpful.

Grade 6

Rubric qualities:

- content is developed for a spe-
cific audience/purpose

- topic is focused and main-
tained

- main and supporting details
are expanded through details,
examples, inferences, and con-
clusions

- descriptive details enhance
piece

- beginning develops topic with
supporting details and ideas

- establishes connections be-
tween key ideas and supporting
details

- writing is organized in para-
graphs

- follows organizational struc-
ture of specific format

- word choice is appropriate for
intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary ac-
cording to context

- uses descriptive language to
create an image (comparisons)
- uses simple, compound, and
complex sentences

- uses a variety of sentence
lengths

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content
- uses correct capitalization

- uses correct punctuation

- uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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Sample 7

A Little Princess

Frances Hodgson Burnett

Author

The author of this book was Frances Hodgson Burnett. She was born in
Manchester, England, in 1849. Frances Hodgson lost her father when she was
very young. His death was hard on the family and they became quite poor. The
family left England when Frances was 16 years of age. The family moved to her
uncle’s small farm near Knoxville, Tennessee (USA).

Frances knew early in her life that she wanted to be a writer. She began
publishing stories in magazines while still in her teens. These sales helped
support her family. In 1873, she married Dr. Swan Burnett and lived in
Washington, DC, and then in England. They had two sons, Lionel and Vivian.

Frances Hodgson Burnett wrote many plays and more than 40 novels for adults.
Her most famous and beloved books, however, were 3 that she wrote for children
— Little Lord Fauntleroy (1886), A Little Princess (1905), and A Secret Garden
(1911).

In her adult years, Burnett lived mainly in England. Later she moved to Long
Island, New York. She died in 1924.

Grade 6

Summary

The main character in this story is Sara Crewe. Sara is seven years old, she has
just arrived in England from India. She is kind, generous, loving and is full of
imagination. Sara’s mother died when she was born, her only living relative is her
father. Sara was sent to London to attend boarding school because the climate of
India was very bad for children. Sara’s father has to return to India, as he is a
Captain in the army. Sara and her father love each other very much.

The story takes place at Miss Minchin's Select Seminary for Young Ladies in
London, England in the early 1900’s. The Seminary is a big brick row-house it is
tall, stiff and ugly.

Sara misses her father very much. About two years later she is told that her
father has died of jungle fever and that he had lost all of his money in the
diamond mine. Miss Minchin does not care about Sara’s feelings, she only thinks
that now she has been left with a little beggar instead of a rich child. Miss
Minchin is very mean to Sara and sends her to live up in the attic. Sara is given
chores to do each day and is no longer being taught school. If Sara doesn’t
complete her chores she doesn’t get any food. Her only friends are: Becky,
Ermengarde, Lottie and her doll Emily. Sara’s imagination and determination
keeps her going. She also meets a lot of new people when she is out doing her
chores. Sara also helps others less fortunate than her. One evening, while
watching the sunset from the attic window, she meets Ram Dass a Lascar, a
native Indian manservant and his pet monkey.

One night Sara dreamed that there was a warm fire, hot food and a comfy bed.
When suddenly she wakes up late that night and sees a warm fire, a comfy bed
and the table that is set and has a hot dinner waiting for her. She invites Becky
over to share her meal. Every night after, when she returned from her chores, the
fire was roaring and there was a hot dinner for her and Becky. Sara’s secret
friend provides her with new clothes and warm food each day. This makes Miss
Minchin very mad but at the same time scared as Sara might now have another
relative other than her father. Miss Minchin allows Sara to return to her schooling.
In the end Sara finds out that her secret friend is Ram Dass, a servant who works
for Mr Carrisford. Mr. Carrisford was Captain Crewe’s best friend and business
partner. Mr. Carrisford had been searching for Captain Crewe’s daughter for the
last two years, as luck would have it she was living next door. Sara finds out that
she has inherited her father's share of the diamond mine. She becomes rich
again because her father's share of the diamond mind has become more
valuable. Mr. Carrisford and Sara return to India together.

Main-

Secondary-

Characters

Sara Crewe- the little princess

Becky- Sara's best friend who lives in the attic

Miss Minchin- a cold-hearted woman who runs the seminary

Ram Dass- a Lascar from India who lives next door and
helps Sara

Ermengarde St. John- Sara’s other best friend

Lottie Legh- Sara’s other best friend

Captain Crewe- Sara’s handsome father

Mr. Carrisford- Captain Crewe's best friend

Lavinia Herbert- an older girl who is jealous and attends the
eminary

Jessie- Lavinia's best friend
The Carmichaels- the 8 happy children, mother and father

(Mr. Carisford's lawyer)
whom Sara watches through the window

Discussion: This sample
is a response to the novel
A Little Princess. It con-
tains a brief biography of
the author, an illustration
of the main characters and
setting, a character list,
and a summary. The sum-
mary is well done. It pro-
vides some information
about the characters and
highlights the key events
in the plot. Details, such
as Sara’s daily routine and
her room, enhance the
piece. Sentence structure
is generally well-controlled
and the word choice (“little
beggar”, “determination”,
“‘imagination”, “less fortu-
nate”) is effective.

EXCELLING AT MEETING
STANDARDS

Rubric qualities:
- content is developed for a specific audience/purpose

- topic is focused and maintained

- main and supporting details are expanded through de-

tails, examples, inferences, and conclusions

- beginning develops topic with supporting details and ide-

as

- establishes connections between key ideas and support-
ing details
- writing is organized in paragraphs

- follows organizational structure of specific format
- word choice is appropriate for intended audience

- uses precise vocabulary according to context

- uses simple, compound, and complex sentences
- uses a variety of sentence lengths

- uses a variety of transition words

- voice is evident

- uses correct capitalization
- uses correct punctuation
- uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement

- writing creates tone that is consistent with content

- uses descriptive language to create an image (prepositional phrases)

- spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning
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