CANADA - NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
AGREEMENT ON FRENCH LANGUAGE SERVICES
AND INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES
2016-2017.TO 2019-2020

THIS AGREEMENT was concluded in English and in French thisQ4 dayof g el 2017

BETWEEN: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN IN RIGHT OF CANADA, hereinafter called
“Canada”, represented by the Minister of Canadian Heritage,

AND: THE GOVERNMENT OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES, hereinafter

called “Northwest Territories”, represented by the Minister of Education, Culture,
and Employment of the Northwest Territories.

WHEREASEnglishandFrmqhueﬂleofﬁdﬂlmgmgesomeada,asrewgnizedmtheCmmdian

Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the Official Languages Act (Canada), and Canada acknowledges
its responsibilities and commitments to them;

WHEREAS by virtue of the Official Languages Act of the Northwest Territories as amended,
Chipewyan, Cree, Tichg, English, French, Gwich’in, Inuktitut, Inuvialuktun, Inuinnaqtun, North
Slavey and South Slavey are the official languages of the Northwest Territories, and the. Government
of the Northwest Territories is committed to the full recognition of those languages in the Northwest
Territories in adherence with the Official Languages Act of the Northwest Territories;

WHEREAS Canada co-operates within the framework of its Official Languages Act and its official
languages policy with provincial and territorial governments and with organizations and institutions in
Canada to advance the equalityofstatusanduseofEngl'ishandanch-andtopromotethe
development and ensure the full participation of official anguage communities in Canadian society;

WHEREAS the Government of Canada has the mandate to help Indigenous peoples define and
participate in the resolution of social, cultural and other issues affecting their lives in Canadian society,
with particular emphasis on Indigenous language learning initiatives;

WHEREAS Canada wishes to continue jts
minority-language services;

WHEREAS Canada and the Northwest Territories have signed on June 28, 1984, an agreement in
which(_lanadaagreed,onanongoingbgsisﬁ'omyearto year, to bear all the costs involved with the
provision of services to the public in French and the costs involved with the implementation of French

as an official language in the Northwest Territories as required by the territorial Official Languages
Act: ‘

collaboration with the provinces and territories on

WHEREAS Canada and the Northwest Territories wish to establish, through this agreement, a general
framework for the planning and implementation of various measures to support the development and
vitality of the Francophone community of the Northwest Territories thr&ugh the delivery of
French-language services;



WHEREAS Canada and the Northwest Territories recoguize the importance of revitalization,
maintenance and enhancement of the Indigenous languages of the Northwest Territories and wish to
arrive at a satisfactory arrangement for the provision of further fanding for Indigenous languages, as
contemplated by the Canada — Northwest Territories Cooperation Agreement for French and
Aboriginal Languages, signed on June 28, 1984;

ANDWHEREAsmeNormwestTaﬂmﬁeé,asammbaoftheMnistmidConfermoemthe

Canadian Francophonie, agreed in 2002 to a series of principles to.provide a supportive environment
for life in French in Canada;

THEREFORE, this agreement confirms that the parties hereto agree as follows:
1. PURPOSE OF THE, AGREEMENT

1.1 Thepurposeofthiagreememistoprovidea.coﬂaboraﬁonﬁ'ameworkbetwemCanadaandthe
Northwest Territories to support the planning and delivery of quality French-language
tmﬁwﬁﬂsaﬁcesahnedatmmiblningmthedevdopmmtandmhmdngtheﬁmﬁtyofthe
FrmmphoneoommmﬁtyoftheNorthwestTerrimﬁm, as presented in the action plan set out in

Schedule B of this agreement, as well as to support the revitalization, maintenance and

enhancement of the Indigenous languages, as presented in the action plan set out in'Schedule C

of this agreement.

2. PURPOSE OF THE CONTRIBUTION

2.1 Subjectmﬂlepmvisiomofﬂﬁsagwunenngadaagrewmoonm'bmewtheeﬁgible
expenditures made by the Northwest Tesritories to implement its action plans
(Schedules B and C).

3. MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF THE CONTRIBUTION

3.1  Subjectto the appropriation of funds by Parliament, to the maintenance by the federal minister
‘of current and forecasted budget levels to March 3 1, 2020, of Development of Official-
Language Communities Program and of the Aboriginal Peoples’ Program under which this
agreement is funded, and to the Administrative Procedures and Conditions in Schedule A of
this agreement, Canada agrees to contribute in 2016-2017 and 2019-2020 to the eligible
expenditures incurred by the Northwest Territories in implementing its action plans
(Schedules B and C) for the purposes described in Section 1 of this.agreement, an amount not
10 exceed the lesser of: '
Forty two million one hundred and two thousand dollars ($42,102,000) or the total of the
eligible expenditures incurred by the Northwest Territori

_ es in implementing its action plans
(Schedules B and C).
3.2  The amounts allocated to this agreement for French and Indigencus languages shall be as
follows:
Schedule B Schedule C
French-Language Indigenous Languages
2016-2017 $5,702,000 $1,900,000
2017-2018 $5,800,000 $5,900,000
2018-2019 $5,500,000 $5,900,000
2019-2020 $5,500,000 $5,900,000

3.3  Inthe event that additional funds for the federal _ . A
are made available during this agreement, the present agreement may-be modified accordingly.
Canada and the Northwest Territories agree to update the 2016-2020 action plans
(Schedules B and C) to reflect these new investments,



34

3.5

4.1

3.1

6.

6.1

7.

7.1

8.1

9.1

9.2

93

10.

For the fiscal year covered by this agreement, Canada may provide the Northwest Te.lritoria.:
with financial support over and above the amounts identified in paragraphs3land 3.2' of this
agreement for special measures or projects proposed by the Northwest Territories, subject to

-approval by the federal minister. These measures and projects will be inclnded in a document to

be attached to the Northwest Territories® action plans (Schedules B and C) and will form an
integral part thereof.

The Administrative Procedures and Conditions governing the payment of Canada’s
contribution are included in Schedule A of this agreement.

COORDINATION

Canada and the Northwest Territories agtfwtomeetatatimemutuallyagreeduponbefor?the
closeoftheﬁsc;lyearcovered-byﬂlisagreement,orat-atimemutua]lyagreedupon,!:odlscuss
resultsandacﬁviﬁconductedwithintheﬁmneworkofﬂxisagmement.Thetwopartesmayat

that time, if necessary, agree to any modifications to be made to Schedules B and-C.
APPROVED ACTIONS/MEASURES AND BUDGETS

Canada and the Northwest Territories agree that the contributions referred to in paragraphs 3.1,
3.2 and 3.4 of this agreement apply only to the actions/measures described in the Northwest
Territories” action plans (Schedules B and C), based on the federal and territorial budget
breakdown included in this agreement.

PARTNERSHIP

Thepmﬁesremgnizeﬁﬂﬂﬁsagrmeﬂdoesnﬂmnsﬁhﬁemasmciaﬁmwimthemmm

establish a partnership or a joint venture, nor to create an agency relationship between Canada
and the Northwest Territories.

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE, OF COMMONS, THE SENATE AND THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE N ORTHWEST TERRITORIES

No member of the House of Commons, the Senate or the Legislative Assembly of the
Northwest Territories may take part in this agreement or benefit from it in any way.

FEDERAL PUBLIC OFFICE HOLDERS OR FEDERAL PUBLIC SERVANTS

No official or employee of Canada shall be admitted to share in this agreement or to benefit
from it without the written consent of the official’s or employee’s minister, No former public
office holder or public servant who is not in compliance with the Conflict of Interest Act, S.C.

2006, c.9 or the Values and Ethics Code Jor the Public Sector may receive a direct benefit from
this agreement, -

LIABILITY OF CANADA AND THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

Canadashallnotbeliableforanyhjm-y,
property of the Northwest Territories or

The Northwest Territories shall not be liable for any injury, including death, or for any loss or
dmagemthepmpatyomeadammyonedsqthatowmsﬂmughtheexemﬁbnofﬂlis '
lossordmnageiscausedbytheneg]igenqe,wilﬁﬂ
i Territories, the taritoﬁalministerortheiremployws,
officers or agents.

Canada disclaims itself from any liability in the event:that the Northwest Territories concludes

a loan, rent-to-own contract or any other long-term contract involving the project for which the
contribution is granted in this agreement.

INDEMNIFICATION
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The Northwest Territories shail indemnify Canada, the federal minister and their employees,
officers or agents, andreleaseﬂmmﬁ‘om.anyliabilityforclaims, losses, damages, expenditures
and costs related to any injury or death, orlossor.damagetopmpmymus_edbytheNorthwest
Territories or its employees, officers or agents in carrying out the activities described in this
agreement.

Canada shall indemnify the Northwest Territories, the territorial minister and their employees,

‘make a good faith attempt to settle the-dispute, In the event that the parties cannot resolve the

dispute through negotiation, they agree to submit to mediation. The parties shall bear the cost of -
mediation equally,

BREACH OF COMMITMENTS AND RECOURSE
The following constitute breach of commitments:

12.1.1 The Northwest Territories, directly or through its representatives, makes or made,
otherwise than in good faith, afalsedeclaraﬁonoramisrepmsentaﬁontoCanada;or

12.1.2. One of the conditions or commitments included in this

agreement has not been fulfilled;
or

12.1.3- Canada suspends or withholds for no legitimate reason payments of its contribution
with respect to amounts already owing or future payments.
In the event of breach of commitments, Canada may avail itself of the following remedies:

12.2.1 Reduce Canada’s contribution to the Northwest Territories and inform them
accordingly; and/or

12.2.2 Suspend any payment of Canada’s contribution, cither with respect. to amounts already
owing or future payments; and/or

12.2.3 Rescind this agreement and immediately terminate any financial obligation arising out
of it.

In the event of breach of commitments, the Northwest Territories may avail itself of the
following remedies:

12.3.1 Suspend some activity provided for in the action plans (Schedules B and C); and/or

12.3.2 Rescind this agreement and immediately terminate any financial obligation arising out
of it.

Thefactﬂlatoneofﬂxetwoparﬁesreﬁainsﬁ'omexetcisingaremedyitis entitled to exercise
undertﬁisagreementsbaﬂmtbeponsideredtobeawaiverofsuchﬁght-and, furthermore,
parﬁalorlimitedexea'@iseofarightconfeimdonitshallnotpreymtitinanywayintheme
from exercising any other right or remedy under this agreement or other applicable law. -

ASSIGNMENT

This agreement, andanybeneﬁtthereunder,maynotbeassignedw&thoﬂpriorwriﬁen approval
from Canada.
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APPLICABLE STATUTES

This agreement shall be govemedbyandinterpretedinacoordaneewiththeapplicablestamtes
in the Northwest Territories.

COMMUNICATIONS

Any communication concerning this agreement intended for Canada shall be sent by email or
mail to:

Brigitte Gibson

Prairies and Northern Region

Department of Canadian Heritage

Post Office Box2160

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3RS

Brigitte.Gibson@canada.ca _

Any communication ing this agreement intended for the Northwest Territories shall be
sent by email or mail to:

Indi i French 1 Services:
Angela James . Benoft Boutin

Aboriginal Languages and Learning Secrotariat  Francophone: A ffirs Secretaiat

Angela James@gov.nt.ca Benoit_Boutin@gov.nt.ca

Department of Education, Cuiture, and Employment
Government of the Northwest Territories

Post Office Box 1320

Yellowknife, Northwest Termitories X1A 21.9

Any communication sent.in this way shall be deemed to Liave been received after the time
required for a leiter to reach its destination,

DURATION

AMENDMENT OR TERMINATION

The parties may, with mutual

wﬁttmcdnsmt,amendorterminatethisagreementdudngthe
life of the said agreement.



INWITNFSSWBEREOF,mepatﬁeshmhawsignedﬂﬁsmeMmmeﬂMematappm
on the first page.

ON BEHALF OF CANADA

ON BEHALF OF THE NORTHWEST
TERRITORIES

The Honoursble Alfred Moges :
Minister of Education, Culture and Employment

Witness Witness

Y@NN(_ T _"LeS

‘Name in block letters

AP

s:guﬂvun-e\.\u




SCHEDULE A
GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES AND CONDITIONS

1. PAYMENT TERMS

1.1

1.1.1

1.2

Action Plans

Canada’s contributions to the Northwest Territories’ action plans (Schedules B and C), referred
to in clauses 3.1 and 3.2 of this agreement, shall be paid as follows:

(a) aninitial advance payment representing one half (50%) of Canada’s contribution for fiscal
year 2016-2017 shall be made following the production of the Northwest Territories’ action
plans (Schedules B and C) and signing of this agreement provided that requirements for the
previous payments related to the Canada — Northwest Territories Co-operation Agreement
Jor French and Aboriginal Languages in the Northwest Territories 2015-2016 have been
met;

(b) fOteachsubsequmtﬁscdyw,aﬁmtadvmcepéymentrepresmﬁngmehﬂf(SO%)of
Canada’scontributionforthatﬁscalyearshallbemadeonorabomApril 15 following the
production, if necessary, of updated action plans (Schedules B and C) provided that

{c) foreach-ﬁscalyeu,asecmdandﬁnﬂpaymemmexceedingﬂlebdmceofCanada’s
contribution for each fiscal year, shall be made following the production of a final report on
resultsandaetualexpendimresfortheﬁscalyearinqﬁesﬁon.

Canada’s contribution to the Northwest Territories for the special project referred to in
paragraph 3.4 of this agreement shall be paid in accordance with the following breakdown:

1.2.1 For the annual projects:

13

2.1

(a) an initial advance payment representing.one half (50%) of Canada’s contribution for that
fiscal year shall be made following approval of the federal minister;

(b) a second and final Ppayment not exceeding the balance of Canada’s contribution for that
fiscal year shall be made following the production of a final Teport on results and actual
expenditures made by the Northwest Territories for the fiscal year in question.

1.2.2  For multi-year projects:

(8) an initial advance Payment representing one half (50%) of Canada’s contribution for the
2016-2017 fiscal year shall be made following approval of the federal minister;

®) foreachsubsetjuentﬁscalyear,aﬁrstadvaneepa_ymentrepresenﬁngonehalf(SO%)of

M’scpntribﬁonfqrthatyear shall be made on or about April 15 provided that
requirements for the previous payments have been met;

edr, bemadefullowingﬂleproduotionofaﬁnalreporton
results andexpendltmmmadebyﬂleNorthwest Tetritories for the covered fiscal year.

TheNorthwestTmitoﬁesagreempmvidetoCanada,beforeMarchﬂ'ofeach the
confirmation that the expenditure i i i

ELIGIBLE EXPENDITURES

For the purposes of this agreement, eligible expenditures may include, among others,
expenditures related to the planning, study, research, development and implementation of the

- activities supporting the execution of the Northwest Territories’ action plans

(Schedules B and C).-
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SCHEDULE A
TRANSFERS

The Northwest Territories can transfer funds between measures for the same outcome.

TheNmthwestTaﬁmﬁescmtansferﬁmdsbetwemomcomeswithinasameacﬁonphn
(eitherScheduleBorC)ifnoneoftheoutcomesimpactedbythetmnsfer(s)issubjectman

increase or decrease exceeding 15% of the amount of the annual contribution allocated to each
one,

Canada_andtheNorthwmt_Tqritoﬁes can agree, in writing, no later than February 15 of the
covered fiscal year, to transfer funds between outcomes within the same action plan (either

ScheduleBorC)ifatleastoneomeomeimpactedbythetmnsfer(s)ismbjecttoaninm'easeor
decrease exceeding 15% of the annual contribution allocated to each one,

Canada and the Northwest Territories agree that the transfers targeted by paragraphs 3.1, 3.2
and 3.3 shall not jeopardize achievement of the expected results in the action plans
(Schedules B and C).

The Northwest Territories agree not to make any transfers between the funding provided in
paragraph 3.1 of this agreement for the Northwest: Territories Action*plans and for special
projects provided by Canada as part of the provisions of paragraph 3.4 of this agreement.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND REPORTS ON RESULTS

It is agreed that, no later than March 31 ofeachﬁsealyearofﬂaepresentagreemmt,the .
Northwest Territories shall provide Canada with interim financial statements of the Northwest
Territories® expenditures relating to Canada’s financial contribition. The interim financial
statement shall provide details on actual expenditures incurred prior to December 31 of each
fiscal year, and on expenditures anticipated until March 31, of each fiscal year. -

Itisagreedthatwiﬂlinsix(6)monthsfo]lowingtheendoftheﬁscalyenrofthis-agmement,ﬂ1e
NorthwestTe:ritoriessha]lprovideCanadawithaﬁnalreportontheresultsbasedonﬂle
measmes,-perfonnaneeindicatorsandomoomessetforthintheacﬁonplans

(Schedules B and C), and on actual expenditures.

The interim financial statements and final report on results and actual expenditures shall be
approved by a duly authorized person from the Northwest Territories. The Northwest
Territories shall provide the report in the manner it considers most appropriate to its particular
situation. Canada and the Northwest Territories will hold further discussions in the event that
clarifications or additional information are requested. The Northwest Territories agree to
addressthequesﬁonsmisedbyCanadatomeetthetermsoftheagreunmt, if applicable.

The financial statements shall separately present the budget established for each of the
measures provided for in the Northwest Territories” action plans (Schedules B and C), the
federal contribution, and for each measure, all expenditures incurred by the Northwest
Tegritoties, including those incurred since the date of entry into force of this agreement, on
April 1*, 2016. The financial statements shall be prepared in accordance with generaly-
accepted accounting principles.

In the context of this agreement, the Northwest Territories agrees to keep accounts and
documents up to-date andindueforminaooordanoewit_hterritorialreoordsmanagmnent
standards.

NATIONAL REPORTS ON RESULTS
Cmadamervestheﬂglnwproduoemdpubﬁshanaﬁomlrepoﬂmbestpmcﬁcesand
progress made within the framework of the Development of Official-Language Communities
Program and the Aboriginal Peoples’ Program.

Canada agrees to consult the Northwest Territories through the Intergovernmental Network of
the Canadian Francophonie on the report’s development and production schedule.
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SCHEDULE A

CanadaagreestoconmﬂttheNorthwest'Tenitoriestbag(eeonﬂleoontent of the elements of -
the national report that are specific to the Northwest Territories,

INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC

CanadaandtheNorthw&stTerritoﬁesagrwtomakethetextofthisagreanentand-itsschedules

-available to the Canadian public.

TheNorthwestTen'itoriesagreesbomakeavaﬂabletomepubliccopiesqftheﬁnalreportoﬁ
msultsandactualexpenditmesaspartofthisagreanent. Interested individuals may contact the
Northwest Territories in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 15.2 of this agreement.

The Northwest Territories agrees to give recognition to Canada’s participation when
conducting publicity for the measures for which financial assistance was provided by Canada.
For the purpose of this agreement, publicity includes, without being limited to, speeches, news

Canada’s Official Languages 2013-2018: Education, Immigration, Comnumities, and new
action plan, wherever appropriate.

The Northwest Territories and Canada agree to share, at the time of its publication, any public
reportonlndigmouslanguagesandonservieesinFrenchthat-maybeproduoed,tobeusedas
complementary information.

Canada and the Northwest Territories agree that communications with and publications for the
gmealwbﬁcregardingﬂlisagreememﬁﬂbeissuedinbothofﬁdallmguagm.

OVERPAYMENT

The parties agree that, if paymeats made to the Northwest Territories under this agreement
exceed the amounts to which the Northwest Territories is entitled, the overpayment shall be
retumed to Canada, failing which Canada may reduce its future contributions to the Northwest
Territories by an equivalent amount.

FINANCIAL AUDITS

the end of this agreement, Canada and the Northwest Territories agree that it would be
conductedbytheAuditoereralofCannda.

EVALUATION

The Northwest Territories is responsible for evaluating the measures funded under this
agreement, andsballdetemﬁnethesoopeoftheevaluaﬂonandmemethodology_and
'wﬁesshaﬂproﬁdemadaudthareponmﬂle

Canada is responsible for evaluating the Development of Officj ~Language Communities
Program and the Aboriginal Peoples’ Program. Information relevant to this evaluation will be
drawn from the annual reports on results produced by the Northwest Territories.

CONSULTATIONS



