
Northwest. 
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CHAIRPERSONS, 
DISTRICT EDUCATION AUTHORITIES 
AND DIVISIONAL EDUCATION COUNCILS 

Direction Regarding Child Abuse Protocol 

DEC l 7 1998 

In 1996, the departments of Health and Social Services, Justice, and Education, 
Culture and Employment, developed the attached Child Abuse Protocol. The protocol 

describes the roles and responsibilities of school staff and others in handling 

disclosures of child abuse. 

Although the protocol was sent to education authorities and councils before, it was 
recently recognized that the protocol did not have the force of a directive. Therefore, I 

am directing that District Education Authorities and Divisional Education Councils follow 
the Child Abuse Protocol. This means that staff are bound to follow the protocol. 
Please ensure that all staff are aware of this requirement. 

Following the protocol will ensure that disclosures of child abuse are responded to 
appropriately by staff. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Charles Dent 

Attachment 
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