
Self-assessment of Discussion

	
	Sophisticated Understanding
	Extended Understanding
	Basic Understanding
	Partial Understanding**
	Not Demonstrated**

	Background Knowledge

· accurate use of relevant facts


	· I am able to refer to many relevant facts, always with accuracy


	· I am able to refer to relevant facts, most often with accuracy


	·  I am able to refer to some relevant facts, usually with accuracy


	· I am able to refer to a limited number of relevant facts with little accuracy


	· I am able to refer to few or no relevant and accurate facts



	Open-mindedness

· open to consider a variety of views

· willing to rethink position based on new evidence or arguments


	· I always carefully consider all viewpoints presented 

· I am always willing to reconsider my position when evidence or arguments warrant
	· I usually consider most viewpoints presented 

· I am usually willing to reconsider my position when evidence or arguments warrant
	· I occasionally consider a variety of viewpoints presented 

· I am sometimes willing to reconsider my position when evidence or arguments warrant
	· I seldom consider other viewpoints 

· I am rarely willing to reconsider my position, even when evidence or arguments warrant
	· I rarely or never consider other viewpoints

· I am always reluctant to reconsider my position when evidence or arguments warrant

	Reasoned Judgement

· uses evidence to reach an informed decision

· considers criteria when making a decision
	· my decisions are always based on available evidence

· I always consider the range of criteria when arriving at a decision
	· my decisions are usually based on available evidence

· I usually consider most of the criteria when arriving at a decision
	· my decisions are sometimes based on available evidence

· I sometimes consider criteria when arriving at a decision
	· my decisions are seldom based on available evidence

· I seldom consider criteria when arriving at a decision
	· my decisions are rarely or never based on available evidence

· I rarely or never consider criteria when arriving at a decision


Credits: Adapted from Critical Challenges Across the Curriculum series. Permission granted by The Critical Thinking Consortium for use by Alberta teachers. 
**When work is judged to be at the not demonstrated or partial understanding stage, a teacher makes decisions about appropriate intervention to help the student improve.
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