	Ranking Options

The Ranking Options model supports the activities on: 

Pg 11, Chapter 1: Read several accounts of journeys to the North Pole. Which journey was the most successful?

Pg 98, Chapter 9: Identify mines operating in your region.  Chart them according to location, type, size (employment, production, tonnage, economic value, environmental impact), and according to the destination of the product.  Which mine has the greatest impact on your region?

Pg 144, Chapter 14: Research how the plants in your area have been used for technological, nutritional, ritual, or medicinal purposes.  Record the information in a detained, illustrated report.  Rank in order of importance of these plants to the traditional community.

Pg 152, Chapter 15: Produce an illustrated encyclopedia containing reports on all animals which live at least part of the time in your region.  Including physical descriptions and information on adaptations, feeding, reproduction, and seasonal behaviour.  Determine which circumpolar animal is best suited to the environment.   In what ways, if any, has global warming effected their survival?

The support materials (graphic organizers and other charts to help students organize their thinking, and rubrics for assessing student achievement) can be used as-is, or manipulated to suit individual needs. They can be found on the web site www.onlineguide.learnalberta.ca, by searching “Support Materials.”
Justifying My Rankings 
This chart helps students rank various options and provide evidence for the ordering they propose. For example, students might decide which of four or five journeys to the North Pole was the most successful, the second most successful and so on until all persons have been ranked. To use this chart, students:

· list options to consider in the left-hand column 

· record relevant evidence of key factors for each option in the middle column 

· decide which option is the best, based on this evidence, circle the 1 st ranking and provide reasons for this choice 

· repeat this procedure until all the options have been ranked in order. 

Assessing the Rankings 
An assessment rubric is available for this chart.

Credits

Adapted from Critical Challenges Across the Curriculum series. Permission granted by The Critical Thinking Consortium for use by NWT teachers.
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