	Writing Based on a Perspective
The Writing Based on a Perspective model supports the activities on: 

Pg 44, Chapter 4: Take the perspective of a fish and write a letter to a fisher describing the current situation of over-fishing in the world.
Pg 172, Chapter 17: At the time of first contact, what did the European newcomers and First Nations peoples learn from each other in the circumpolar world?  Write two accounts of this exchange of knowledge; one from an Aboriginal perspectives; and one from the perspective of a European newcomer.

The support materials (graphic organizers and other charts to help students organize their thinking, and rubrics for assessing student achievement) can be used as-is, or manipulated to suit individual needs. They can be found on the web site www.onlineguide.learnalberta.ca, by searching “Support Materials.”
R-A-F-T-S Framework 
This chart helps students write a profile of an event, based on a particular perspective. The framework identifies five variables, which may be altered for any piece of fiction or nonfiction:

 

R – 
a role from which to do the writing; e.g., themselves, an inanimate object, a historical figure

A – 
an audience for whom the writing is intended; e.g., themselves, one's pets or peers, the general public

F – 
a format in which to write; e.g., e-mail, formal essay, post card

T – 
a topic about which to write, related to the selected or assigned role and audience

S – 
a strong verb that sets the tone or overall purpose of the writing, e.g., to plead, to persuade, to complain, and guide students in selecting vocabulary to use in their writing.


When using R-A-F-T-S to create a historical account (e.g., diary, journal), caution students about assessing an historical event from a modern day perspective. Suggest that people in the past acted and behaved as they did in the spirit of the times; therefore, judgments should be made on available evidence about the values and beliefs of the times rather than trying to project motives, values and beliefs of the characters.

The quality of the account will depend on the information students have available to them. Encourage students to pay attention to detail when researching assigned characters and events, to check that their information is accurate and, where possible, to corroborate with other evidence.

Assessing the Interpretation 
An assessment rubric is available for this strategy.

Credits
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