	Four Corners Discussion

The Four Corners Discussion model supports the activities on: 

Pg 10, Chapter 1: Research the kind and extent of pollution currently affecting the Arctic Ocean. Gather information on how governments handle this problem.  Write a letter to the government suggesting the best way to combat this problem.

Pg 37, Chapter 3: Consider why Aboriginal people want to change some place names in the circumpolar world. Research the different points of view on whether or not to change the name of the Northwest Territories.  Take a position on this issue and organize a class debate.

Pg 112, Chapter 10: Trace the history and development of whaling in northern waters.  Learn about the International Whaling Commission (IWC) its purpose, authority, and decisions.  Research the extent of whaling practices in the world today.  Why is this issue controversial?  Using your research, take a position on whether or not whaling should be further limited.

The support materials (graphic organizers and other charts to help students organize their thinking, and rubrics for assessing student achievement) can be used as-is, or manipulated to suit individual needs. They can be found on the web site www.onlineguide.learnalberta.ca, by searching “Support Materials.”
The Four Corners Discussion strategy offers an alternative to traditional debates. Instead of staking out and defending a position, a Four Corners Discussion encourages students to listen attentively to others and to reconsider their position based on new evidence or convincing arguments presented. The Four Corners Discussion encourages students to use evidence to support a point of view, carefully listen to other points of view and remain open-minded as they reflect on the evidence and arguments presented.

To set up a Four Corners Discussion:

· label each corner of the room with one of the following labels—STRONGLY AGREE, AGREE, DISAGREE, STRONGLY DISAGREE 

· provide the class with a statement on a pertinent issue; for example, "The Canadian Senate serves a vital role in Canada's parliamentary system and should be kept as it is."  

· invite students to consider the statement and then move to the corner of the room that best represents their position on the issue 

· ask students to turn to one other person in the corner and ask each partner to take 30 seconds to provide an explanation for his or her choice 

· if any student finds that his or her views are inconsistent with the group, he or she may want to consider moving to another corner. 

To begin the discussion:

· invite a student from the STRONGLY AGREE corner to explain why they chose that corner 

· remind students that they must support their position with accurate and relevant evidence and must be consistent in their position 

· next, invite a student from the STRONGLY DISAGREE  corner to defend their position 

· continue this pattern until students from all four corners have made statements 

· continue the discussion by inviting students from all the corners to join in the discussion. 

Remind students that they are encouraged to change corners if they hear new evidence or convincing arguments that cause them to alter their point of view. They do not have to completely change their viewpoint; they may, for example, choose to move from the STRONGLY AGREE  to the AGREE corner. 

If, after 7–10 minutes of discussion, there has been little or no movement, ask all students to come together in the centre of the room. Once in the centre of the room, encourage students to turn to someone who was not in their corner and to explain why they continue to hold the viewpoint they do and what they would have to hear to persuade them to change. After each student has had an opportunity to explain his or her position, invite all students to return to a corner, encouraging them to move to a new corner if they have heard convincing evidence or arguments.

Once students have returned to the corners, invite them to explain why they changed corners or why they have not changed by identifying what they would need to hear to prompt a change in corners.
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