	Developing Effective Arguments

The Developing Effective Arguments model supports the activities on: 

Pg 10 , Chapter 1: Research the kind and extent of pollution currently affecting the Arctic Ocean. Gather information on how governments handle this problem.  Write a letter to the government suggesting the best way to combat this problem.

Pg 37, Chapter 3: Consider why Aboriginal people want to change some place names in the circumpolar world. Research the different points of view on whether or not to change the name of the Northwest Territories.  Take a position on this issue and organize a class debate.

Pg 112, Chapter 10: Trace the history and development of whaling in northern waters.  Learn about the International Whaling Commission (IWC) its purpose, authority, and decisions.  Research the extent of whaling practices in the world today.  Why is this issue controversial?  Using your research, take a position on whether or not whaling should be further limited.

The support materials (graphic organizers and other charts to help students organize their thinking, and rubrics for assessing student achievement) can be used as-is, or manipulated to suit individual needs. They can be found on the web site www.onlineguide.learnalberta.ca, by searching “Support Materials.”
Supporting My Position 
This chart helps students develop a persuasive presentation in preparation for a debate or prior to writing a letter or creating a poster to convince others about an issue. To use this chart, students: 

· clarify the statement or position they are trying to support 

· outline three or four reasons that defend or support the statement; e.g., if students are developing an argument to preserve a national park, the argument may be that the park contains landforms that are not found anywhere else in the province 

· list factual details that support the arguments 

· include quotations from experts that support the argument, if applicable. 

Assessing Effective Arguments 
An assessment rubric is available for this chart. 

Credits

Adapted from Critical Challenges Across the Curriculum series. Permission granted by The Critical Thinking Consortium for use by NWT teachers.
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