	Considering Options

The Considering Options model supports the activities on: 

Pg ?, Chapter 1: Which is the more efficient way to supply Arctic communities; ships or airplanes?

Pg?, Chapter 16: Look for elements of traditional aboriginal technology still in use in your community. Which is the more effective form of transportation in the Arctic: the dog sled or the snowmobile? The motor boat or the canoe?

The support materials (graphic organizers and other charts to help students organize their thinking, and rubrics for assessing student achievement) can be used as-is, or manipulated to suit individual needs. They can be found on the web site www.onlineguide.learnalberta.ca, by searching “Support Materials.”
The Considering Options charts help students consider the merits of one or more possibilities in light of a set of criteria. For example, students might judge which of two sources of information is more helpful by considering factors, such as Are the sources up-to-date (i.e., new information)? Do they provide the information needed? Is the information easy to find? Alternatively, students might judge which of two modes of transport  s more effective for supplying Arctic communities by considering speed, cost, ease of travel and other factors. 
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This chart helps students compare two options in light of multiple criteria. The chart can also be expanded to examine three or four options. If sharing individually with younger students, you may find it helpful to enlarge the chart (i.e., 11" X 17") before copying. To use this chart, students: 

· list factors or criteria to consider in the left-hand column 

· record or have scribed relevant information for each factor under the respective options 

· determine which option best meets the criteria. 
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An assessment rubric is available for this chart. 
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This chart helps students compare many options in light of a few criteria. If sharing individually with younger students, you may find it helpful to enlarge the chart (i.e., 11" X 17") before copying. To use this chart, students: 

· list factors or criteria to consider along the top row 

· list options to consider in the left-hand column 

· record or have scribed relevant information for each option, under the respective criteria 

· determine which option best meets the criteria. 
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An assessment rubric is available for this chart. 

Credits

Adapted from Critical Challenges Across the Curriculum series. Permission granted by The Critical Thinking Consortium for use by NWT teachers.
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