	Investigating a Problem

The Investigating the Problem model supports the activities on: 

Pg 45, Chapter 4: Research a hydroelectric power project in the circumpolar world.  Considering the economic/environmental advantages/disadvantages, should hydroelectric power continue to be a primary method of generating electricity? What are the alternatives? How can we cut down on the amount of power we use everyday? 

The support materials (graphic organizers and other charts to help students organize their thinking, and rubrics for assessing student achievement) can be used as-is, or manipulated to suit individual needs. They can be found on the web site www.onlineguide.learnalberta.ca, by searching “Support Materials.”
Analyzing the Problem 
This chart is intended to help students define a problem, identify its causes and examine the pros and cons of possible solutions. For example, students might decide that hydroelectric power causes excessive environmental damage in the circumpolar world. Possible alternative power sources might be listed and the costs, likely effects and other advantages and disadvantages listed. 

Assessing the Problem Analysis 
You may want to use the rubric, Assessing the Problem Analysis, to assist in assessing students' responses to this activity. 

Credits
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