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Strategies for Difficulty with ....

Other
Parent Student Teacher

Select this comment, and replace this text with your own information

Social Interactions

Parent Student Teacher

Provide the student with constructive reasons to speak to others, move around the classroom

Teach the student the concept of the right to personal space

Use social stories to present social interaction behaviours, teach appropriate behaviours in different
situations or act as reminders

Teach “acceptance” of differences to all students in the class

Set up structured recess and noon-hour activities that result in success

Involve student in a “social skills” instructional group

Teach skills related to making and keeping friends

Assist student in the social decision-making by incorporating use of role play, mind maps, comparing
and contrasting exercises

Use a “Circle of Friends” strategy to lend support

Partner the student with a peer (buddy system or peer tutor)

Consider periodic alternatives to recess (e.g. computer room/activities, games room)

Provide instruction or reminders in the critical aspects of communication such as posture, eye
contact, voice quality and proximity

Help student interpret the non-verbal cues of peers

Help the student learn to take another person’s point of view

Encourage by catching and nurturing small levels of appropriate social  behaviours

Help the student problem solve after an incident of inappropriate social behaviour “ where did the
problem start?” “what did I do?” “ who did I affect?” “what else could I do next time?”. Write down
the conversation so that the student can follow and keep as a reminder.

Additional Strategies for Senior Secondary Grades

Parent Student Teacher

Adjust timetable to assist student to succeed – reduce course load, block schedule a limited number of
subject areas

Provide a support block to teach learning strategies

Space required senior secondary subjects over an extra semester or extra year

Encourage intensive study of one course by correspondence or over the summer

Take advantage of modularized courses

Have a coordinated approach in place for students who require the same accommodations for a
variety of subjects (e.g. a student with poor organization skills might pick up a “reminder” binder
each morning in homeroom or the guidance office)

Offer on-line learning courses as an alternative

Highlight “big picture “ concepts in student textbook to lessen required reading

Provide audio text of novels and plays

Provide student with class notes prior to class for student to review

Provide detailed study notes

Alter assessment to allow for student learning styles (e.g. presentations, projects worth more than
tests or visa versa)
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Strategies for Students Requiring Enrichment

Accommodations/extensions are changes made to content, skills, 
time, pace, resources, materials, instruction and evaluation to provide 
challenges, novelty and opportunities to use higher level thinking skills 
to students who have achieved the required learning outcomes of the 
regular program earlier than their peer group.

The lists of accommodations/extensions are organized by focus areas 
related to content; time and pace; resources and materials;  
teaching/instruction; higher-order process skills; evaluation and products. 
More specific strategies are included under each heading. 
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Strategies for Enrichment

Curriculum Content

Parent Student Teacher

Introduce new topics and fields of knowledge

Integrate multiple disciplines into an area of study

Apply knowledge from one discipline to a new area of study (e.g. how mathematics relates to
composing music)

Adapt content to include more elaborate, complex and in-depth study of major themes, ideas, or
unresolved issues

Increase exposure to content by participation in a mini-course being given in the community (e.g.
theatre, story writing, art lesson)

Study ideas of the past, present and future on a particular topic

Generate new information in an area of study (e.g. conduct a survey and present results)

Investigate current and local events or real-life challenges

Timing and Pace

Parent Student Teacher

Use curriculum compacting

Shorten the introduction and practice of skills to provide more time for application

Provide longer periods of time for individual pursuits

Resources and Materials

Parent Student Teacher

Facilitate additional access to information and human resources through CD-ROMS, Internet, e mail

Use the services of an expert in a particular field of interest

Increase access to information through interviews, job-shadowing, lectures or workshops

Instruction

Parent Student Teacher

Focus on open-ended tasks

Use theme-based curriculum  to extend student’s breadth in study areas

Teach “thinking skills” separately from the curriculum using a program such as DeBono’s CORT
program

Create realistic scenarios and promote learning through the use of case study or problem-solving
techniques

Use tiered assignments with different questions and activities assigned according to capabilities

Create learning centers which extend the interests of students

Provide learning opportunities outside of the classroom in the community

Provide instruction focusing on a new explanation of a concept or skill which is part of a learning
activity within the curriculum

Integrate higher-level thinking processes such as analysis, application, synthesis and evaluation into
content (see Bloom’s Taxonomy)

Provide opportunities for the student to interact with others who share similar interests, abilities and
capabilities

Work with the student to encourage more responsibility for self-directed learning or independent
study including assessing interests, establishing goals, planning learning activities and a product and
managing and monitoring his/her own learning

Provide the student with a mentor to help develop the student’s knowledge and skill in a particular
area of interest

Make use of the “extension” strategies noted in teacher manuals for recommended texts (e.g. math,
science)
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Strategies for Enrichment

Higher-level Thinking and Skills

Parent Student Teacher

Develop independent or self-directed study skills

Develop research skills and methods such as interview and survey techniques

Allow students to re-conceptualize existing knowledge using higher-order thinking skills

Encourage creative thinking by asking questions in a way that promotes fluency, flexibility,
originality and elaboration

Introduce a problem solving process as a tool to examine real problems and issues

Have student access and compare data from a variety of sources and recognize discrepancies among
informational sources

Products, Assessment and Evaluation

Parent Student Teacher

Develop skills for self-evaluation and peer evaluation

Use portfolio assessment

Encourage the development of products which reflect learning style, strengths and personal
preferences

Encourage the development of a broad range of products that challenge existing ideas, produce new
ideas and are matched to specific audiences

Involve student in developing criteria for assessing the development of a product and for evaluating it
on completion

Include student learning logs as part of assessment

Define specific audiences beyond the classroom for student products

Other

Parent Student Teacher
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