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Metis and the
Fur Trade

® The history of the fur frade and the Metis
of the NWT are bound to one another. In
many ways the people were born from
the trade. It can also be said that the:fur
trade in the North was born in large part
due to the efforts of the Metis. The Metis
represent the contact and relationship(s)
established between Aboriginal peoples
and those of European ancestry. In a
similar way, Metis people have often
played significant roles as go-betweens,
translators and human bridges between
these two very different cultures while
maintaining a unique culture and identifys
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Awgeenah leads Aboriginal group that
assists Alexander Mackenzie on his
search for the Northwest Passage.
Mackenzie crosses Great Slave Lake
and travels down the Deh Cho (which
he names ‘the River of Disappointment’)

to the Arctic Ocean.
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The North West Company The Hudson's Bay Company Chlef§ Edzo and Akaitcho make Franklin and crew disappear The first church in the 30,000 marten furs are
establishes numerous posts along takes over the North West g Iqs!mg peace beMeen while searching for the Northwest NWT was founded in exported yearly from
Mackenzie and Liard Rivers; Fort Company, ending (for a while) Dogrbiand Y'eIIO\'Nknlves after Passage; thirty expeditions search Fort Chipewyan in 1849. the Mackenzie District.
Good Hope, most northerly post, is competition in the fur frade. decades of fighting. for them in the following years.

established in 1804; Fort Simpson
becomes the centre of the
Mackenzie Valley fur trade.

Travelling overland, using
Aboriginal methods of survival,
John Rae completes discovery of
the navigable Northwest Passage.
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