	Topic C: End Unit Project


	Canada and The Circumpolar World


Students will prepare a speech to demonstrate their understanding of a current issue faced by Canada and the Circumpolar world.

	SOCIAL STUDIES OUTCOMES

The Bigger Picture:

What are the main issues that Canada faces with its neighbours in the north?



	General Outcomes
	Specific Outcomes

	General Outcome (A)

Understanding the main current issues that face Canada and the Circumpolar world.


	Common Learning Experiences
	Use two or more sources of information to prepare a report.

	
	
	Prepare a report on a circumpolar issue and make an oral presentation of it to the class

	
	
	Develop and pursue a problem-solving strategy to answer an outstanding question concerning the circumpolar world

	
	
	Develop and pursue a problem-solving strategy to make a tentative choice in regard to a current circumpolar issue.

	
	Skills and Processes
	Seek and work with information from more than one source

	
	
	Make notes that outline the main and related ideas from reading, listening and observing

	
	
	Convey thoughts, feelings and information in an oral presentation

	
	
	Explain circumpolar issues by writing and speaking about them

	
	
	Document sources of information

	
	
	Converse with others in a variety of settings, including informal small groups and whole class discussions

	
	
	Present information to others orally


CRITERIA – what students will do to show they have achieved the outcomes.

Each student will

· Determine an important current issue 

· Explain reasoning behind their choice

· Research and document sources of information and ideas

· communicate information in a formal speech and a visual aid
· discuss possible solutions to their current issues with classmates
TEACHER NOTE

The following resources will help prepare students for the performance assessment.

Text Resource:

The Northern Circumpolar World           Chapter 20

Website Resources:

www.circumpolar.gc.ca
www.explorenorth.com/news.html
www.explorenorth.com/history-gen.html
www.nunavut.com/nunavut99/english/looknorth.html
www.w01international.gc.ca/minpub/publication.

www.mnh.si.edu/arctic
www.arcticcircle.uconn.edu
	The Circumpolar Conference:  Student Assessment Task
You have been asked to present a speech at a Canada and the Circumpolar World Conference.  As part of the future generation, you will present your speech on what you believe is the most important issue facing Canada and the Circumpolar world today.   When you have selected your issue, your task is to research when and how this issue became a problem (background information),  and present any possible solutions to this current issue.  You must also ask two questions to the conference delegates (your classmates) so that they will think about the issue and try to help you come up with a solution in a class discussion on your topic.

PART A: SPEECH

There are many current issues that face Canada and the circumpolar world today.  From the following list of categories choose an issue – remember to narrow your issue to a specific event or problem. For example as issue such as “The Environment” is too general. Instead choose a specific environmental issue such as ‘the depletion of the caribou herds” or “global warming.”  You will choose the issue that you believe is the most important issue facing Canada and the circumpolar world.  In order to do this you must create criteria that you will use to determine which issue is the most important.  Your teacher will ensure that all students choose a different issue to present at your Canada and the Circumpolar World Conference.

Some challenges in the circumpolar world are:

· Land Claims

· Treaties

· First Nations Self-government

· Northern Sovereignty

· Northern Defence

· Economics

· Wildlife Concerns

· The Environment

· Transportation 

· Communication

· Technology

· Aboriginal Language and Culture

PART B: VISUAL AID

You must create a visual aid to use in your speech.  Some possible aids are;

A power point presentation

A poster

Overheads – your teacher can copy these for you

A model

Costume or props 

A video

PART C: CLASS DISCUSSION

At the end of the presentation you will prepare two open-ended questions (questions that require critical thinking/problem solving) to guide the class in a short discussion to determine a possible solution to the issue that you have raised in your speech.  At this time you may also discuss what is currently being done to deal with this issue.  

PART D: EXTENSION

Teacher may wish to choose one issue from the class “conference” to pursue with the class.  This may involve an active citizenship component where students write letters – to government or the newspaper – expressing their concern over the issue.  If it is an environmental issue, students may decide to take a personal or group action (ie. recycling, walking to school, etc) to reduce their impact on the environment.




