	Topic A: End Unit Project


	GEOGRAPHY OF THE CIRCUMPOLAR WORLD


Students will plan a trip to several Circumpolar regions. They will select regions, map their route, and report on the human and physical geography of each place they select to visit.

	SOCIAL STUDIES OUTCOMES

The Bigger Picture: What are the common characteristics of various geographical regions within the circumpolar world?



	General Outcomes
	Specific Outcomes

	General Outcome (A)

Explore the human and physical geography of the circumpolar world.
	Common Learning Experiences
	Use a globe and various map projections to identify circumpolar regions and nations.

	
	
	Use maps, atlas, websites and other resource material to find data on the populations, economic resources, climate and physical features of the circumpolar community

	
	
	Use 2 or more sources of information to prepare a report on a circumpolar community.

	
	Skills and Processes 
	Seek and work with information from more than one source

	
	
	Draw maps that reflect an understanding of the circumpolar world.

	
	
	Present information from maps, demonstrating the use of symbols, location, direction, distance, scale and physical geography.


CRITERIA – what students will do to show they have achieved the outcomes.

Each student will

· create a travel map and itinerary

· select four countries in the circumpolar world to visit

· explain reasoning behind your choice (develop criteria for selection)

· research human and physical geography of each region selected

· communicate information in a creative project
· document sources of information and ideas
TEACHER NOTE

The following resources will help prepare students for the performance assessment.

Text Resource:

The Northern Circumpolar World          Chapters 2-10 (pp.11 - 113)

Web Resources:

www.atlas.nrcan.gc.ca
www.arcticcircle.uconn.edu
www.circumpolar.gc.ca
www.explorenorth.com/history-gen.html
www.travelcanada.ca
www.greenland.com
www.iceland.com
www.visitdenmark.com
www.norway.com
www.finland.com
www.visit-sweden.com
www.russia.com
www.alaska.com
	A Trip to the Circumpolar World:  Student Assessment Task
You have won a trip to visit four countries in the Circumpolar world.  You have two weeks to complete your voyage.  You must now decide where and when (time of year) you want to go, how will you get there (transportation), and how much time you will spend in each place. On your trip you will document the climate, geography, and culture at each location you visit.   

PART A: MAP AND ITINERARY 

1. A title

2.  A map that includes the four countries you will visit

3. Your travel route – time, distance and method of travel

PART B: TRAVEL LOG
Choose one of the following options to record your travels.  Whatever format you choose, make sure that the following information for the four locations that you visit is presented; weather, geographical highlights (landforms, animals and plants), a description of cities, towns and historical sites you may visit, and any other tourist attractions you may see along your route.

1) Travel journal – write at least four entries that highlight each country you choose to visit.  This should be written in first person, using “I”, as you describe your visit at each destination.

2) Travel poster – create a poster including pictures and text to represent a visual display of your trip.

3) Tourist Guide/ Brochure – create a tourist guide or brochure designed to show the highlights of your trip.  Others may wish to take this trip too!

4) Travel Video – record four short videos, or one for each destination.  Your challenge is to find locations in Yellowknife that are similar to scenes you might find in the regions you visit on your trip.  You may wish to create appropriate backdrops and film indoors. 




