   Meeting Diverse Learning Needs

    End Unit Projects: Grade 7 
Every teacher can increase the likelihood of success for all learners by ensuring instruction and support meet the diversity of student abilities and needs.  These end unit projects are open-ended, provide choice for students, and are flexible so they can be adjusted to meet a range of student learning needs.  Through the use of graphic organizers and rubrics, teachers can provide on-going feedback to students as they work through these projects.  Assessment should be on-going (formative) through each step of the projects, culminating in a summative evaluation of the end product.  Teachers will then be able to assess the learning outcomes that have been achieved by each individual learner, although end product completion may be modified for some learners.  For example if the assignment culminates in a position paper, a modified student may instead finish with a completed graphic organizer or a paper in point form. By adjusting the volume or rate at which students process information or create products, a teacher can ensure that instruction, resources and assessment meet a range of learner needs.

Three principles for meeting diverse learning needs are:

· Present ideas related to key learning outcomes in various media – visual, oral, electronic, concrete

· Use different methods to engage students’ preferences and interests and to match their skill levels  - use multi-sensory techniques, provide options for assignment completion, allow for choice of topic.

· Create opportunities for students to demonstrate their learning using multiple means of expression e.g., mind map, computer-based presentation, role play, poem, poster.

Sample Strategies to modify end unit assignments

· Use graphic organizers to assist students in making their thinking visible and collecting and organizing information.

· Make sample completed products available so students can plan with the “end in mind.”

· Use simple directions - one step at a time, then clarify and monitor

· Break long-term assignments into smaller steps, with clear due dates and frequent feedback

· Create opportunities for students to show what they know in multiple ways – visual representation, performances, oral presentations

· Reduce writing and reading requirements.

· Allow extra time for reading/assignment completion.

A great selection of graphic organizers and rubrics designed for the new Social Studies program of studies can be found at: www.onlineguide.learnalberta.ca
