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The questions and in this section focus primarily on information retrieval activities from the textbook The Northern Circumpolar World.  It is important for educators to balance these activities with critical and creative thinking skills and strategies that are embedded in supplementary questions and are an important component of the new Social Studies. Strategies for developing these skills are included in the ‘Critical and Creative Thinking Skills’ sections of the Teacher’s Guide.

GENERAL
Activity 1 
Topic  The northern circumpolar world.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What peoples, places, and matters are dealt with in the textbook, The Northern Circumpolar World?
Preparatory Work Required
None
Main Activity
Give all students a copy of The Northern Circumpolar World and Blackline Master Al, a Browsing Guide. Have them browse through the textbook and answer the questions on the worksheet. When most students have completed the worksheet, encourage discussion about the circumpolar world and the upcoming study.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
Students will have a general awareness of the nature and extent of the northern circumpolar world.
Skills
Students identify and define topics.
Students differentiate between main and supporting ideas.
Students acquire information to answer questions by skimming.
Activity 2 
Topic  The textbook.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What information is contained in The Northern Circumpolar World?
Preparatory Work Required 
None
Main Activity
Assign all students the task of reading The Northern Circumpolar World. They should read it on their own time at a rate of approximately one chapter per week throughout the year, or faster if they wish. Give all students a copy of Blackline Master SR1 to keep track of their progress. Be prepared to check progress from time to time and to make self-administered chapter tests available to students.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
Students acquire a general knowledge of the northern circumpolar world and get a sense of its character.
Skills
Students read for understanding.
Follow-up Activities 
Students keep track of their reading progress as well as write, mark, and record the results of the self-administered chapter tests as they complete each chapter.
Activity 3 
Topic  Writing in response to learning.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What do I understand, think, and feel as I "journey" through the northern circumpolar world?
Preparatory Work Required 
Reading of the textbook.  Please note that although the caption for the Finland map on page 79 refers to Finland as part of Scandinavia, it is technically part of Fenno-Scandia.
Main Activity
Have each student establish an explorer's journal, perhaps entitled "My Journey through the Circumpolar World". In style it may emulate the journals of Hearne, Mackenzie, Franklin, Back, or other explorers. It should contain the student's observations, understandings, and personal responses as he or she acquires knowledge and understanding of the northern circumpolar world. Entries should be dated, and made at least weekly.
From time to time you should read and evaluate the journals. You may occasionally have students read to the class worthwhile passages they have written, or have them exchange their journals and read one another's.
Learning Outcomes

Skills

Students express their thoughts and feelings in writing.
Attitudes
Students learn the value of sharing their experiences with others.
THEME I: GEOGRAPHY OF THE NORTHERN
CIRCUMPOLAR WORLD
Activity 4
Topic  Boundaries of the northern circumpolar world.
Main Focus of Inquiry 
What are some ways in which we can describe and define the northern circumpolar world?
Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students read the Foreword, study the circumpolar projection on page 3, and study the maps on pages 5, 122, 123, and 134 of the textbook. They also read Chapter 12, pp. 121-29, as well as read and view other relevant information pertaining to the boundaries of the circumpolar world.
Main Activity
When they are prepared, these students produce visual aids and hold a panel discussion on the boundaries of the northern circumpolar world.
Once the the class has heard the discussion, all students are given Blackline Master A2, an outline map of the northern circumpolar world. Using the textbook and an atlas, students label and colour the map appropriately, then place it in their notebooks.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
Students are able to identify the outer boundaries of the circumpolar world and label the physical and political elements that comprise it.
Understandings

Students understand that the boundary of the circumpolar world is not a single rigid line. It is a concept that varies by definition.
Skills
Students acquire information to find answers by reading and listening.
Students are able to identify the northern circumpolar world from different visual perspectives.
Students are able to draw a map that reflects an understanding of the northern circumpolar world.
Activity 5 
Topic  Character of the Arctic Ocean.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What are the main characteristics and features of the Arctic Ocean?
Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students read Chapter 1 and read and view other relevant information. They use Blackline Master A3 to summarize their findings.
Main Activity 
These students then meet together and prepare charts and drawings and use maps, sound, sea water, and ice (or facsimiles) to summarize and convey to the rest of the class the main features of the Arctic Ocean.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
Students can describe the main features of the Arctic Ocean.
Understandings
Students understand that the Arctic Ocean is made up of many parts.
Skills
Students are able to summarize information. Students learn to cooperate in a discussion in order to reach agreement.
Attitudes
Students develop a willingness to participate in groups and accept group decisions.
Activity 6 
Topic   The Arctic ice pack.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What forces put the arctic ice into motion and what are the impacts of these forces?
Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students read Chapter 1, pp. 7-9, as well as read and view other relevant information.
Main Activity
These students will draw profiles of the arctic icepack to scale, showing pressure ridges and leads. They will accompany the drawings with detailed information on the forces that put arctic ice into motion.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
Students know the forces that play upon the Arctic ice.
Understandings
Students understand the causes of ice movement and the formation of pressure ridges and leads.
Skills
Students are able to present information from scale drawings.
Activity 7 
Topic  The northern circumpolar world.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What political and geographic elements comprise the northern circumpolar world?
Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students study the circumpolar projections on pages 3 and 5, as well as read and view other relevant information.
Main Activity
These students create, to scale, a large circumpolar map for display in the classroom. They place upon it the names of all the seas that make up the Arctic Ocean, the names of
Important arctic islands and the names of the circumpolar countries along with the names and locations of their main population centres. The map should include a legend showing scale, distance and direction, and the symbols used for location.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
Students know the political and geographic constituents of the northern circumpolar world.
Skills
Students work productively and cooperatively with others.
Students present information from maps, demonstrating the use of symbols, as well as location, direction, distance, and scale.
Activity 8 
Topic  Local land forms.
Main Focus of Inquiry 
What are the characteristics of the most striking local landform?
Preparatory Work Required None.
Main Activity
Selected students write a short descriptive passage whose words capture the beauty or grandeur of the most attractive or the most striking natural site in your area. They accompany their work with sketches or photographs.
Learning Outcomes
Skills
Students will be able to write a clear, effective descriptive passage.
Attitudes
Students develop an appreciation for their physical environment.
Activity 9 
Topic  Glaciation.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What is glaciation, and where and when has it had an impact in the circumpolar world?
Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students read  Chapter 2, pp.25-26, Chapter 3, pp. 33-4, Chapter 4, pp. 39 and 43, Chapter 5 p. 46-7, Chapter 10, p. 101, Chapter 13, pp. 132-33, as well as read and view other relevant information.
Main Activity 
Using pictures to illustrate features, students discuss in front of the class the impact that glaciation has had on Shield areas in the circumpolar world. They also use atlases and satellite images to illustrate where ice currently covers the northern circumpolar world during the summer season.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
Students know the signs of glaciation and the extent to which the circumpolar world has been impacted by it.
Understandings
Students understand that glaciation is currently occurring in land areas that are covered by ice.
Skills
Students compare information from two or more sources to see whether they are consistent.
Activity 10 
Topic   Climate controls.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What factors determine the kind of climate a region will have?
Preparatory Work Required
Selected students read Chapter 11 and read and view other relevant information.
Main Activity
Students personify each of Latitude, Altitude, Land, Water, and Wind, and using costume and various props, describe the impact each feature has on climate.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge

Students know the main factors that influence climate.
Understandings
Students understand that climate is determined by a combination of physical factors.
Skills
Students are able to convey information using personification and drama.
Activity 11 
Topic   Local climate.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What are the main features of the local climate and what are the main factors that determine this climate?
Preparatory Work Required 
You should have access to local climate statistics so that in the end you can bring some measure of precision to the students' estimates and general statements.
Main Activity
The whole class brainstorms to reach agreement on the main features of the local climate-seasonal temperatures (highs and lows), seasonal precipitation (snow and rain), seasonal winds (direction and velocity)-then ranks the various climate controls as to their importance in the local region. Finally, the local climatic information is illustrated on a wall chart.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
Students bring precision to their knowledge of the local climate.
Understandings
Students understand the forces that shape their climate.
Skills
Students learn to compare information from two or more sources and learn to explain and reconcile differences.
Attitudes
Students develop a willingness to consider opinions and interpretations different from their own.
Activity 12 
Topic   Wind chill.
Main Focus of Inquiry 
What is wind chill?
Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students read Chapter 12, p. 128, and Chapter 14, pp. 139-40, and read and view other relevant information.
Main Activity
The group will present factual information on wind chill as well as design a simple demonstration that enables other students to feel the effects of wind chill.
Understandings
Students understand what effect the wind has on the impact of cold temperatures.
Skills
Students are able to present information to others orally.
Students are able to venture predictions based on acquired information.
Activity 13
Topic  Permafrost.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What is permafrost and where is it found?
Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students read Chapter 10, p. 108, Chapter 13, p. 134, as well as read and view other relevant information.
Main Activity
Using drawings, pictures, and maps, students describe the formation of permafrost, its location, the impact of human activity on it, and its impact on human activity. A walking tour may also be arranged if there is permafrost in the region.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
Students can define continuous and discontinuous permafrost.
Students know where continuous and discontinuous permafrost are likely to be found.
Understandings
Students understand the challenge that permafrost presents to human activity in the arctic and subarctic regions.
Students understand the impact that human activities can have on nature.
Attitudes
Students develop a sense of responsible stewardship over their physical environment.
Activity 14
Topic   The impact of the sun.

Main Focus of Inquiry
What features of sunlight and darkness are common to all countries in the northern circumpolar world?
Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students read Chapter 11 and read and view other relevant information.
Main Activity
Using a suitable sphere, students create a model of the earth and draw on it the equator, the Arctic and Antarctic Circles, and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. Using a light source as the sun, they demonstrate the seasonal changes in light that affect the northern circumpolar world and explain the impact of these changes on the climate.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
Students know that the amount and intensity of sunlight have a significant effect on climate.
Understandings
Students understand the reasons for seasonal changes in the climate of the northern circumpolar world.
Skills
Students identify and interpret the northern circumpolar world from different visual perspectives.
Activity 15 
Topic    Population.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What are the main centres of population in the northern circumpolar world?
Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students read the appropriate information found in BASIC FACTS in each of Chapters 2 to 10 and Chapter 9, pp. 93-4, Chapter 16, p. 159, the map on p. 174, as well as read and view other relevant information. Please note that although the caption for the Finland map on page 79 refers to Finland as part of Scandinavia, it is technically part of Fenno​ Scandia.
 Main Activity
Students prepare a northern circumpolar map containing a pictographic legend that illustrates the population of each circumpolar nation. The map should also locate the main and most important population centres in each country. Different symbols should be used to show varying community sizes.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
Students know the distributions of populations in the circumpolar world and the names of the main population centres.
Skills
Students are able to present information on maps.
Activity 16 
Topic   Population.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What factors determine the distribution of population?
Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students read the appropriate information found in BASIC FACTS in each of Chapters 2-10, as well as read and analyze other relevant information in classroom atlases.
Main Activity
Students analyze population distribution considering the significance of various factors (nearness to food and other resources, nearness to water transport, sheltered harbours, climate, soil quality, and so on), then report the results giving specific illustrations from the northern circumpolar world.
Learning Outcomes
Understandings
Students understand the reasons why people settle in various locations.
Skills
Students will be able to draw conclusions by analyzing factual information.
Activity 17 
Topic   Transportation.
Main Focus of Inquiry 
What are the main water transportation routes in the circumpolar world?
Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students study the maps on pp. 3, 13, 29, 89, 92, and 101, as well as appropriate maps in an atlas.
Main Activity
Students prepare large maps of North America, Greenland, Iceland, and the Eurasian continent that illustrate the main passenger and freight routes on the rivers and seas of the northern circumpolar world.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge
Students know the main water transportation routes in the northern circumpolar world.
Understandings
Students understand the importance of water transportation to northern peoples.
THEME II: RESOURCES OF THE NORTHERN
CIRCUMPOLAR WORLD
Activity 18
Topic   Non-renewable resources.
Main Focus of Inquiry
What are the main non-renewable resources, apart from oil and gas, found in the northern circumpolar world?
Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read the appropriate sections of BASIC FACTS from Chapters 2-10, Chapter 13,

p. 135, the map on p. 95, as well as read and view other relevant information.

Main Activity

Students develop symbols to represent various minerals found in the circumpolar world. On a circumpolar map that is already being displayed in the classroom, they enter symbols to show the locations of the north's major non-renewable resources, except for oil and gas. They may use three-dimensional symbols on the three-dimensional topographic map created earlier.
 Learning Outcomes 
Knowledge
Students know the names and locations of the circumpolar world's main non-renewable resources.
Skills
Students work productively and cooperatively with others.
Students present information from maps demonstrating the use of symbols.
Activity 19 

Topic  Oil and natural gas.
Main Focus of Inquiry
Where are oil and natural gas found in the circumpolar world?
Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students read Chapter 5, pp. 52-4, Chapter 9, p. 95, Chapter 10, pp. 107-8
Chapter 13, p. 135, as well as read and view other relevant information.
Main Activity 
Students draw coloured maps illustrating where oil and natural gas are found in the northern circumpolar world, both offshore and onshore. They also create maps and diagrams that illustrate where these products are most used, as well as the pipeline and tanker routes that get the products to market.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge

Students know the location of major oil and natural gas fields and pipeline and tanker routes in the circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand why oil and natural gas pipelines and oil tankers are required by the modern economy.
Skills

Students create maps and diagrams to convey information
Activity 20 
Topic  Geothermal energy.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What is geothermal energy, where is it found in the circumpolar world and what can it be used for?

Preparatory Work Required 

A selected student reads Chapter 4, p. 45 and reads and views other relevant information.

Main Activity

Student gives an informal talk, illustrated with pictures, on the source and use of geothermal energy.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know that hot springs are found extensively in Iceland but also in other locations in the circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand that the use of geothermal energy is environmentally friendly.

Skills

Students convey information in an oral presentation.

Activity 21 

Topic  Challenges to plant growth.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What factors limit and shape the growth of plants on the tundra?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 14, pp. 138-40 as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students personify Frost, Wind, Moisture, and Soil. In dramatic presentations they describe the ways in which these elements challenge the plants that attempt to grow on the tundra.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the main factors that limit plant growth on the tundra.

Understandings

Students understand the challenges that plants face when they try to take root in the Arctic.

Skills

Students use drama to present information.
Activity 22 

Topic: Circumpolar animals.

Main Focus of Inquiry

What are the main species of animals that inhabit the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required

Selected students read Chapter 15, pp. 147 and 145-51, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students prepare three word puzzles of different types, one each for circumpolar land animals, sea animals, and birds. They also prepare picture-lists from which the class can choose words when they are doing the puzzles.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the main species of animals found in the circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand that the circumpolar environment is able to sustain quite a wide variety of animal species.

Activity 23 

Topic: Animal adaptations.

Main Focus of Inquiry

How do animals adapt to conditions in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 15, pp. 147-51, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students prepare a scripted, costumed, comedic (exaggeration is the key) presentation on the adaptations of land, sea, and air animals to the circumpolar world. Adaptations include: long, hollow, double-layered hair; extra feathers; large bodies with skinny or short appendages; thick skins; extra layers of fat; camouflage; loading in glycerol; going to sleep; "leaving town." Accurate factual information must nevertheless be conveyed.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know a variety of means of animal adaptation to the circumpolar environment.

Understandings

Students understand that adaptations enable animals to survive in unique circumstances.

Skills

Students use humour to convey information.

Attitudes

Students appreciate the strength and tenacity of animals that live in the circumpolar environment and generally respect animal life.
Activity 24 

Topic: Caribou (reindeer).
Main Focus of Inquiry

What special adaptations do caribou have that enable them to survive in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

A selected student reads Chapter 2, p. 20 and Chapter 15, pp. 147-8, as well as reads and views other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Student prepares a brief, illustrated report on the adaptations of caribou to the circumpolar environment for distribution to other students.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the detailed adaptations of caribou.

Understandings

Students understand that types of adaptations are displayed by several animals.

Skills

Students compare information about caribou from two or more sources to see if they are identical, similar, parallel or inconsistent, complementary or contradictory.

Activity 25
Topic:  Fish.

Main Focus of Inquiry 

What fish are found in circumpolar waters and where are they found?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 4, p. 43,

Chapter 5, p. 52, Chapter 15, pp. 146 and 148-9, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students create labeled pictures of the various fish that are found in circumpolar waters (fresh and salt waters), then attach them at appropriate locations on the resource map that is already displayed in the classroom.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know which fish species are found in circumpolar waters.

Skills

Students read, view, listen, and observe to acquire specific information.

Students categorize information.
Activity 26 

Topic:   Whaling.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What has whaling meant to the northern circumpolar world and what is its status at present?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 2, p. 25, Chapter 10, pp. 105-6, Chapter 15, p. 149-50, Chapter 16, p. 156 and Chapter 17, pp. 163, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students create and present a choral reading on the whale: its varieties, its place in the North, what it has meant to northern peoples, the status of various species today. The reading can be accompanied by pictures or slides of northern whales.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know various species of whales.

Understandings

Students understand that some species of whales are endangered.

Skills

Students add poetic force to the presentation of factual information.

Attitudes

Students develop a sense of responsible stewardship over the resources of the North.
THEME III: FIRST PEOPLES OF THE CIRCUMPOLAR WORLD

Activity 27 

Topic :  Descendants of First Peoples.
Main Focus of Inquiry

Which First Peoples live in the northern circumpolar world, and what are their various locations?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read references to various First Peoples in Chapters 1 to 10 and Chapter 16, pp. 153-4, and read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students prepare a northern circumpolar map and, in appropriate locations, mount labelled pictures of individuals who represent each of the many First Peoples inhabiting the circumpolar world.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the names and locations of the main groups of First Peoples inhabiting the northern circumpolar world.

Skills

Students draw a map that reflects an understanding of one social aspect of the northern circumpolar world.
Activity 28 

Topic  Migrations.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What large-scale migrations of First Peoples can be traced?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 16, pp. 153-4, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Accompanied by appropriate music, a student dressed as an elder tells the story of the ancient migrations of First Peoples, while another, using the graceful movements of dance, traces the routes on a suitable map. These students may also present a local legend about the origin of First Peoples.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students can describe the migrations of First Peoples.

Understandings

Students understand that scientific evidence indicates that the New World's First Peoples originated in Asia.

Students understand that some descendants of First Peoples believe they originated in the New World.

Skills

Students convey information in an oral presentation.

Activity 29 

Topic  : Early social organization.
Main Focus of Inquiry 

What were some common features in the traditional social organization of many First Peoples?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 16, pp. 155-6, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students prepare and use retrieval charts to contrast the traditional social organization of First Peoples with the social organization that exists in their own regional society at the present time.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the common features of traditional social organization among many First Peoples.

Understandings

Students understand the relationship that exists between social organization on the one hand and population, environmental, and economic circumstances on the other.

Skills

Students use retrieval charts to compare two social institutions.
Activity 30 

Topic: Spiritual beliefs.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What were some common features in the traditional spiritual beliefs of many First Peoples?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 16, pp. 154-5, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students identify the essential ideas of traditional spiritual beliefs. Then, playing appropriate mood music, they present these beliefs one by one to the class. They invite class members to reflect or meditate for a minute or two on each idea as it is presented, and then they guide a class discussion on the beliefs.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students are aware of spiritual beliefs that many First Peoples held prior to the arrival of Europeans.

Understandings

Students understand that some beliefs are better supported than others by factual evidence and rational thought.
 Skills

Students identify assumptions underlying various positions taken on an issue.

Attitudes

Students develop a willingness to consider opinions different from their own.

Students develop tolerance for differences in spiritual beliefs.
Activity 31 

Topic : Traditional economy.
Main Focus of Inquiry

How did First Peoples provide for their basic needs?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 16, pp. 156-8, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students role-play the parts of a man and a woman. They describe and dramatize the traditional work they did to make sure the family's needs were met.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know what work had to be done regularly for First Peoples to survive.

Understandings

Students understand that men and women did different, but equally important, work in the traditional societies of First Peoples.

Attitudes

Students develop an appreciation for the need to cooperate in group work and community life.

Activity 32 

Topic : Traditional technology.
Main Focus of Inquiry 

What materials did First Peoples use for tools, utensils, implements, weapons, and other equipment?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 16, pp. 156-8, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students prepare a display of traditional technology. They may gather samples where that is possible, or make drawings or construct model facsimiles.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know that First Peoples relied on the resources of the land to provide materials for their technology.

Understandings

Students understand that some of the technology of First Peoples was sophisticated and very effective.

Skills

Students work productively and cooperatively with others.

Attitudes

Students develop a respect for differences in culture.
Activity 33 

Topic : Traditional food.

Main Focus of Inquiry

What foods did First Peoples commonly eat?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read through references to the foods eaten by aboriginal peoples in Chapters 1 to 10, Chapter 16, pp. 156-7, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students gather country food traditionally eaten by First Peoples in the circumpolar world, then prepare a sampler-feast for the class. It should at least include, if possible, a variety of northern fish, caribou, musk ox, seal, muktuk, eggs, and berries. These can be gathered in the community, or if that is not possible, purchased commercially
Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students can identify many of the traditional foods of circumpolar peoples.

Understandings

Students understand that country food is wholesome and nutritious.

Attitudes

Students develop respect for different cultures. Students show respect for the needs and tastes of others.
Activity 34 

Topic : First Peoples' culture.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What challenges face aboriginal persons who wish to preserve what they see as the essential elements of their various cultures?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 9, pp. 91-2, Chapter 10, pp. 105-6, Chapter 19, pp. 182-6, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students develop and act out a series of brief vignettes that illustrate the difficult, and sometimes not-so-difficult, choices that individual descendants of First Peoples have to make in the modern world concerning language, food,

clothing, shelter, technology, religion, and government.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know which areas of culture are most precious to many descendants of First Peoples.

Understandings

Students understand the pressure some aboriginal individuals feel either to preserve, abandon or return to the practice of particular elements of traditional culture.

Students understand that different individuals have the right to make different choices. Students understand that some elements of culture are seen as more urgently in need of preservation than others.

Attitudes

Students develop respect and tolerance for differences in culture.

THEME IV: CHANGE IN THE CIRCUMPOLAR WORLD
Activity 35 :
Topic: Northwestern explorations.

Main Focus of Inquiry

How was the northwestern Arctic made known to Europeans?

Preparatory Work Required

Selected students read the relevant sections of THUMBNAIL HISTORY in Chapters 2, 3, 4, Chapter 17 (omitting material that pertains to the northeastern Arctic), as well as read and view other materials.

Main Activity

Students draw an illustrated time-line that reports the names of explorers in the northwestern Arctic and their dates of exploration.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students can identify some of the main explorers in the northwestern Arctic, as well as indicate the approximate time of their voyages.

Understandings

Students understand that explorers and traders relied on the knowledge and help of First Peoples. Students understand that explorers took risks to learn more about the world we live in.

Skills

Students are able to convey information by using a time-line.
Activity 36 

Topic: Northeastern explorations.

Main Focus of Inquiry

How was the northeastern Arctic made known to Europeans?
Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 10, pp. 102-3, Chapter 17, pp. 168-172 (omitting material that refers to the northwestern Arctic), as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students produce a dramatic "radio documentary" (on tape, with music and varied voicing) that recounts the movements of Europeans through Siberia and into Alaska, as well as into the areas of Svalbard and Novaya Zemlya, and through the Northeast Passage.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students can identify some important expeditions into the northeastern Arctic as well as the approximate times they were undertaken.

Understandings

Students understand that the search for a trade route to the Orient focused on both a Northeast and a Northwest Passage.

Skills

Students are able to convey thoughts, feelings, and information to others in an oral presentation.

Activity 37

Topic  Migrations of Europeans.
Main Focus of Inquiry

When and why did large numbers of Europeans move into northern areas?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read relevant sections of THUMBNAIL HISTORY in Chapters 3, 4, 5, and 10, and Chapter 17, pp. 166-72, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students write "newspaper articles" describing various large-scale European migrations. These articles are imagined to have been written long ago at the various locations, and times, where migrants were leaving to live in distant, little-known lands. The articles are date-lined at the point of origin. They describe the people that are leaving, where they are going (to the extent that is known), and why they are going.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students can describe the process of European migrations into the circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand that European migrations were inspired by motives similar to those that motivated earlier aboriginal migrations.

Skills

Students can identify and define topics and differentiate between main and supporting ideas.

Activity 38

Topic   Social agents of change.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What social and physical factors have contributed to social change in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 18, pp. 173-4, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students develop symbols to represent the agents that have brought about social change in the circumpolar world. They incorporate these symbols into a poster that depicts the essence—rather than the details—of the social change that has occurred during the past hundred years.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the causes of social change in the circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand that social change is perpetual and universal and that it always has causes.

Skills

Students depict ideas symbolically.

Attitudes

Students develop an appreciation for the consequences of people's interactions with their physical and social environments.

Activity 39

Topic: Transportation 

Main Focus of Inquiry 

How has transport changed in the circumpolar world, and how has change in transport contributed to broader social change?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 1, p. 4, Chapter 3, p. 33-7, Chapter 9, p. 92, Chapter 16, pp. 157-8, Chapter 18, p. 178, as well as read and view other relevant materials.
Main Activity

Students create a comic-book-style booklet that describes the history of transportation in the circumpolar world. Commentary can be made by various characters on availability, reliability, cost, speed, distance, safety, and comfort.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the major means of historic and modern circumpolar transportation.

Understandings

Students understand the difficulties facing transportation in the circumpolar world.

Skills

Students convey information in a cartoon format.

Attitudes

Students develop an appreciation for the potential benefits of technology as well as the problems it raises.

Activity 40 

Topic:   Communication.

Main Focus of Inquiry  

In what ways, and to what extent, have modern communication methods contributed to changes in circumpolar societies?
Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 10, pp. 106-8, Chapter 18, pp. 178-9 and Chapter 20, pp. 193-4, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students develop a survey which will solicit opinions about how, and to what extent, modern communication methods have contributed to social change in the circumpolar world, which methods have had the biggest impact, and whether or not the resulting changes are beneficial to northern societies. Then they use local radio and television programs, telephone, fax, bulletin board services, and the Internet to gather brief opinions from various people. These opinions may then be read to the class or posted.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge

Students know the means of communication available to Northerners.

Understandings

Students understand the impact that modern communication methods have had on circumpolar societies.

Skills

Students gather information using electronic services.

Activity 41 

Topic Urbanization.

Main Focus of Inquiry 

How has the distribution of populations changed in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 16, p. 155 and Chapter 18, pp. 173-5, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students arrange to have one or more elders visit the classroom to explain how social organization and communities in the region have changed over the past 50 or more years. When the visit has ended, these students prepare a summary of the talk for later distribution to the class.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students are aware of the social changes that have occurred in their community in the recent past.

Understandings

Students understand that societies are not static.

Skills

Students deal appropriately with adults. Students summarize information.

Attitudes

Students develop respect for elders.

Activity 42

Topic  Government.

Main Focus of Inquiry

How has the government of First Peoples changed in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 2, p. 23, Chapter 3, p. 36, Chapter 10, p. 105-6, Chapter 16, pp. 155-6, Chapter 18, p. 177 and appropriate sections of BASIC FACTS in Chapters 2 to 10, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students dramatize four scenarios to highlight the changes that have occurred in the government of First Peoples. Then and now: making decisions that will bind the group; providing care for an elderly widow; preparing to go hunting; dealing with a murderer. They should then lead a class discussion on changes in government that have occurred, and on whether the changes are desirable or necessary, given other changed circumstances.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the difference between consensus decision-making and mores for small groups and representative democracy and law for large groups.

Understandings

Students understand why some changes in government have occurred.

Skills

Students use specifics to suggest broader meaning.

Activity 43 

Topic  Controlling change.
Main Focus of Inquiry

Is it desirable, or even possible, for societies to control technological and social change?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 17, p. 169 and Chapter 18, pp. 173-4, as well as read and view other relevant materials. Then they brainstorm to develop lists of arguments both for and against a society attempting to control technological and social change.

Main Activity

Students present their thoughts on both sides of the argument to the class by staging a scripted (pre-planned) debate. Class members then indicate whether they are more persuaded by the positive or negative arguments.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know that some northern societies have been destabilized by rapid change.

Understandings

Students understand that trying to control change has important implications for individual freedom and democracy.

Skills

Students distinguish between well-founded and ill-founded opinions.

Attitudes

Students develop a willingness to consider opinions and interpretations different from their own.

Activity 44

Topic  Controlling change.

Main Focus of Inquiry 

Should our society control (prevent, restrict, etc.) the... ?

Preparatory Work Required

You provide all students with instruction on decision-making, using the Blackline Master A4 as a guide. You also develop a list of issues that students might choose from among, such as "Should our society restrict the amount and content of television?"; "Should our society restrict immigration?"; "Should our society restrict the movement of peoples within our country'?"; or, "Should our society try to control the invention and use of new (biological or other) technology?"

Main Activity

All students in the class participate individually in a decision-making exercise. Each chooses an issue, embarks on research and then prepares a written submission that follows the guidelines presented by you. Submissions should show evidence that both sides of the issue have been fairly considered. Research could include discussions with knowledgeable adults.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know techniques for making effective decisions.

Understandings

Students understand that issues cannot be resolved satisfactorily unless all thoughtful points of view have been considered.

Students understand that complex decisions sometimes must be made by a society even though everyone will not be satisfied with the result.

Skills

Students identify assumptions underlying various positions taken on an issue.

Students distinguish between well-founded and ill-founded opinions.

Attitudes

Students develop an appreciation for the consequences of people's interactions with their social environment.

Activity 45

Topic:  Circumpolar history.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What are the major events in the human history of the northern circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapters 16 and 17, and the THUMBNAIL HISTORY sections of

Chapters 2-10, as well as read and view other relevant materials.
Main Activity

Students prepare and present a costumed, narrated pageant of northern circumpolar history from the end of the last Ice Age until today.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the major events in the human history of the northern circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand that northern history has become the history of all who live in the northern circumpolar world.

Skills

Students differentiate between major and subordinate events.

Attitudes

Students develop an appreciation of their heritage.
Activity 46

Topic: The preservation of history.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What do Northerners do to preserve their social history?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 2, pp. 14-6, Chapter 3, p. 32, Chapter 5, p. 56, Chapter 6, pp. 63 and 65, Chapter 8, pp. 84-6, Chapter 9, pp. 96-8, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students plan, organize, and guide a class tour through a local museum.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the names and locations of some important museums in the northern circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand the importance of knowing their history and maintaining a link with the past.

Skills

Students are able to plan and organize an event.

Attitudes

Students develop an appreciation of their heritage.
THEME V: THE MODERN NORTH

Activity 47

Topic: Wildlife harvesting.

Main Focus of Inquiry

What importance do subsistence hunting, fishing, and whaling have in circumpolar communities?

Preparatory Work Required

Selected students read Chapter 2, pp. 20-1, Chapter 3, p. 31, Chapter 10, pp. 105-6, Chapter 18, pp. 175 and 177, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students create a scenario in which a descendant of First Peoples is brought before a Court of Popular Opinion, and made to defend the practice of subsistence hunting, fishing, and whaling. The class serves as a jury.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know that many descendants of First Peoples hunt land and sea animals, and fish, for food.

Understandings

Students understand that culture, lifestyle, practicality, and health all play a part in the continuance of the subsistence harvesting of wildlife.

Attitudes

Students develop a respect for the rights, needs, and concerns of hunters.
Activity 48

Topic: Fur.

Main Focus of Inquiry

Should fur be harvested by circumpolar peoples?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 2, p. 24, Chapter 8, pp. 81-82, Chapter 9, p. 98, Chapter 16, pp. 157-8, Chapter 18, p. 175, and read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students examine all sides of the question concerning the human use of animal fur for garments in an age when fashionable, warm synthetic fabrics are available, then debate the issue. Leg-hold and quick-kill traps should be considered in the debate, as well as fur farming. The class serves as a jury.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the issues that are raised in the fur debate.

Understandings

Students know that the human use of animal furs for clothing is long-established, dating back to pre-historic times.

Students understand that fur production is environmentally safe.

Skills

Students learn to examine all sides of an issue before reaching a conclusion.

Activity 49
Topic Commercial fishing.
Main Focus of Inquiry 

What problems face commercial fishing in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 3, p. 36, Chapter 4, p. 43, Chapter 5, p. 53, Chapter 9, p. 91, Chapter 10, p. 110, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Using costume and sound, students create a scenario involving an interview between a young reporter and an old sea captain. The interview takes place aboard a fishing boat. Questions are asked that enable the captain to describe the long-experienced problem of hazardous storms, but also new problems such as the high cost of equipment, international competition for available stocks, over-fishing and depleted stocks due to such things as drag nets, over-fishing, and marine pollution.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the serious problems that are facing the fishing industry and the status of the world's supply of fish.

Understandings

Students understand the importance of the fishing industry to the circumpolar world.

Skills

Students are able to conduct an interview to elicit information.

Activity 50

Topic Agriculture.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What is the extent of agriculture in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 3, pp. 31 and 34-5, Chapter 4, pp. 41-2, Chapter 14, p. 141, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students gather, categorize, and display a sampling of the kinds of crops and other agricultural products that are produced in the northern circumpolar world. They identify the regions where these products are produced.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students can identify the main agricultural products that come from the circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand why agriculture is limited in the circumpolar world.

Skills

Students are able to categorize information.

Activity 51

Topic  Mining.
Main Focus of Inquiry

How valuable is mining to the people of the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required

Selected students read Chapter 2, pp. 14 and 21, Chapter 7, p. 73, Chapter 9, pp. 94-5, Chapter 10, p. 104, Chapter 13, p. 135, appropriate portions of BASIC FACTS in Chapters 2-10, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students form two sides and debate the value of mining to circumpolar countries from the points of view of long-term economic prospects, jobs, and environmental damage.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know that the circumpolar world has rich and varied deposits of minerals.

Students know the extent of mining in the circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand that mining is an important contributor to the economies of the circumpolar world.

Skills

Students compare information from two or more sources and try to gauge their relative worth.

Attitudes

Students display a willingness to consider interpretations and opinions different from their own.

Activity 52

Topic  Petroleum production.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What are the benefits and challenges of petroleum production in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 5, pp. 52-3, Chapter 9, p. 95, Chapter 10, pp. 106-8, the appropriate sections of BASIC FACTS in Chapters 2-10, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students prepare two picture collages: one illustrating the benefits to Northerners of oil and natural gas production, and one showing the problems it has created. Using the collages as a guide, the students lead a class discussion on the issue.
Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know that oil and natural gas production provide economic benefits and sources of heat and power to the circumpolar world, as well as presenting environmental challenges to it.
Understandings

Students understand that oil and natural gas are important economic resources in the circumpolar world.
Students understand that oil spills can cause serious environmental damage.
Activity 53

Topic  Generation of electricity.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What are the relative advantages and disadvantages of the different means used to generate electricity in the circumpolar world?
Preparatory Work Required

Selected students read Chapter 2, p. 23, Chapter 4 p. 43, Chapter 5, pp. 53 and Chapter 7, pp. 74‑5  as well as read and view other relevant materials.
Main Activity

Students prepare retrieval charts that display the relevant advantages and disadvantages (availability, capital costs, production costs, effectiveness, convenience, safety, environmental damage, worker injuries and deaths, public health risks, etc.) of producing electricity by nuclear reactors, hydro dams, coal, petroleum, and wind generating stations. Then they develop and lead a game of "Going One Better" in which teams of class members try to assert an advantage or disadvantage that counters a statement just made by an opposing team member, or switch to a new mode of electrical production and assert an advantage for it. The team that last makes a valid point that is not countered or re-directed in a limited time wins.
Learning Outcomes
Knowledge

Students know the means used to produce electricity in the circumpolar world.
Understandings

Students understand that all methods of producing electricity have advantages and disadvantages.
Activity 54
Topic  Tourism.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What are the attractions that bring tourists to an area?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 2, pp. 12-14 and 24-26, Chapter 4, pp. 42-3, Chapter 5, pp. 49-51, and 56-7, Chapter 6, pp. 62-5, Chapter 7, pp. 66-9, Chapter 8, pp. 84-5, Chapter 9, pp. 96-7, Chapter 10, pp. 109-11, Chapter 15, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students focus on various outstanding features of the circumpolar area, and design a series of posters to attract tourists.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know a variety of cultural, historical, and natural features that attract tourists to the circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand the importance of tourism to the economy of the circumpolar world.

Skills

Students use information to stimulate feelings.

Attitudes

Students appreciate the worth of their own heritage.

Activity 55

Topic  Tourism.

Main Focus of Inquiry 

What new prospect can be developed in your area to attract tourists?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students review and consider the natural, historical, and cultural assets of their home area.

Main Activity

Students predict the next successful tourist attraction for their home area. They prepare a submission to attract investors to their development proposal. Their proposal should include a summary of the intended tourism development, an estimate of the funds needed to establish and maintain the development and of the revenues it might raise, facts that point to the probable success of such a project, and a sampling survey to show that local people think it is a good idea and would support it. Their success is indicated by the number of their classmates they persuade to "invest" in the project.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the kinds of features that attract tourists.

Understandings

Students understand the potential their home area has for tourism development.

Skills

Students venture predictions based on acquired information.

Activity 56 

Topic   Education.
Main Focus of Inquiry

How does modern education in the circumpolar world differ from traditional education?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 2, p. 23, Chapter 8, pp. 84-7, Chapter 10, p. 104, Chapter 16, p. 158, and Chapter 18, pp. 176-7, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

To compare traditional and modern education, selected students use charts to identify the ages for delivery of instruction, the instructors, the content of instruction, the language used for the delivery of instruction, the situation 

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the main features of both traditional and modern educational systems.

Understandings

Students understand that young people underwent a process of education in traditional societies.

Students understand that some content is common to both traditional and modern systems.

Skills

Students categorize information.

Activity 57

Topic  Education

Main Focus of Inquiry 

Is an education in the modern style something young people should value highly?

Preparatory Work Required 

You provide all students with instruction on a problem-solving strategy, using Blackline Master A5 as a guide.

Main Activity

All members of the class participate together in a problem-solving exercise, following the guidelines you have presented. Students begin by identifying ingredients of life that they value: the respect and esteem of others, stature in the community, money, material possessions, peace of mind, health, personal development, freedom, access to other parts of the world, skill at doing things that are important to them, and so on. They then gather statistics, and conduct interviews and surveys, to determine what role modern education can play in introducing the things they value into their lives. After the research is completed, students discuss the results and attempt to agree on a conclusion.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know techniques that help in the solving of problems.

Students know the outcomes of progressively higher levels of education.

Understandings

Students understand both the benefits and shortcomings of modern education.

Students understand that facts are needed to solve problems effectively.

Skills

Students acquire information to find answers through utilizing community resources.

Attitudes

Students develop an appreciation for the consequences of people's interactions with their social environment.

Activity 58

Topic: Health and social services.

Main Focus of Inquiry

What health services and social services are available in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required

Selected students read Chapter 7, p. 70, Chapter 18, p. 176, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students interview practitioners and clients (in a Seniors' Centre, for example), to identify the social and health services available in a modern circumpolar community. Using slides, photos or video taken on their community tour, they present this information to the class.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know what health and social services are available in their community.

Understandings

Students understand that health and social services are often, but not always, delivered by governments.

Skills

Students develop interviewing techniques. Students convey information in a visual presentation.

Attitudes

Students appreciate the need for cooperation in community life. 
Activity 59

Topic  Government.

Main Focus of Inquiry

What are the main features of national governments in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read the appropriate sections of BASIC FACTS in Chapters 2-10, Chapter 6, pp. 62-3, Chapter 8, p. 82, and THUMBNAIL HISTORY in Chapter 9, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students create small paper flags of the circumpolar nations. They mount these on a chart in appropriate columns. The columns are headed: Democracy; Presidential-style; Parliamentary-style; Elected Representation; One-House Legislature; Two-House Legislature; Republic; Constitutional Monarchy; Federal State; Unitary State. Displaying their chart, students explain the meanings of these categories.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the main features of national governments in the circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand that democratic government can have more than one form.

Skills

Students categorize information.

Activity 60 

Topic: Local economy.
Main Focus of Inquiry 

What jobs are done in a modern circumpolar community?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 18, pp. 177-8, as well as read and view other relevant information.

Main Activity

Students develop a survey and conduct interviews to determine the main occupations of adults in the community. The research may be done under the following headings: agriculture; commercial fishing; communication services; construction; defense services; education services; entertainment services; health services; hunting, fishing and trapping; manufacturing; mining; municipal services; police services; recreation services; religious services; renewable resource services; retail services; social services; transportation services; tourism services; other. Once numbers of workers are known, each category of employment should be expressed as a percentage of the total work force surveyed. If planned for, jobs may be categorized according to those who hold them: men or women, aboriginal or non-aboriginal. The resulting information should be graphed and displayed.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the nature of the community's economy.

Understandings

Students understand that economic activities are those undertaken by humans to provide for their needs and wants.

Skills

Students are able to present information on a graph.

Activity 61

Topic  Community profile.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What is the lifestyle in a modern northern community?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 18 and read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

By observation, discussion, and interview, students develop a profile of their community.

The profile should be enhanced by photographs. It could include the following: climate; size and age-distribution of population; ethnic origins of population; religions practised; languages in use; industry; connections to other communities; a typical family's possessions: clothing, housing, number and kind of vehicles, appliances; typical food eaten; leisure activities, sports, and entertainment; special events in the community. When the profile is presented to the class it is accompanied by appropriate music.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know their own community well.

Understandings

Students understand that individuals often deviate from what is identified as a "common" lifestyle.

Skills

Students read, ask and observe to acquire specific information.

Attitudes
Students develop an appreciation for their own community.
 Activity 62

Topic: Special occasions.

Main Focus of Inquiry 

What special occasions are celebrated in the North?

Preparatory Work Required

Selected students read Chapter 3, p. 32,

Chapter 7, pp. 66-9, and 73, Chapter 10, pp. 107 and 109-11, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Supported by pictures and a background of appropriate music, students "tell the story" of various special occasions that are celebrated in the North.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know about one or more special occasion celebrated in the North.

Understandings

Students understand the desire of all peoples to include special celebrations in the cycle of their lives.

Skills

Students convey thoughts, feelings, and information in an oral presentation.

Attitudes

Students celebrate differences in tradition.

Activity 63 

Topic: Comparing lifestyles.

Main Focus of Inquiry

What are the similarities and differences between various circumpolar communities?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students learn how to gain access to the Internet. They also read the relevant sections of BASIC FACTS in Chapters 2-10, and read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students use the Internet to contact schools in other circumpolar communities. They transmit selected information pertaining to their community (culture, language, economy, lifestyle, etc.) in exchange for similar information from other communities. They chart the similarities and differences.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students acquire information about other people and places.

Understandings

Students understand that there are some common elements to the various ways of life in circumpolar communities.

Students understand the common humanity of individuals in every culture.

Skills

Students develop competence with modern electronic communications.

Attitudes

Students develop an appreciation for the common needs and wants that are felt by all human beings.

Activity 64

Topic: Climatic influence.
Main Focus of Inquiry 

What influence does climate have on lifestyle in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 2, pp. 23-4, Chapter 4, p. 44, Chapter 7, pp. 71-2, Chapter 8, pp. 84-5, Chapter 10, pp. 104-5, Chapter 18, and read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity 

Students analyze data from community profiles to see how various facets of community life are shaped by climate—particularly clothing, shelter, transportation, sport and leisure activities. Then they publish an illustrated booklet entitled, "The Influence of Climate on the Circumpolar Lifestyle."

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know how climate affects northern living.

Understandings

Students understand that climate affects some facets of lifestyle more than others.

Skills

Students identify, define and develop topics. Students learn publishing skills on the computer.
Activity 65

Topic : Circumpolar nations.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What are some basic facts concerning the northern circumpolar world

Preparatory Work Required 
Selected students read BASIC FACTS in Chapters 2-10, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students create a board game that takes players around the circumpolar world. Country squares are colour-coded. Players land in capital cities, visit scenic attractions, are held up by polar bears and white-outs, are advanced rapidly by helicopters and icebreakers, gain advantage with satellite imagery, lose advantage with freezing storms, win cash prizes for answering questions on the North (bigger prizes for more difficult questions), and so on. The winner is the first person either to complete the journey, or to win enough cash to recover the costs of the journey's expenses. Small sculptures of northern modes of transportation are used as pawns, such as: a sledge, a kayak, a float plane, a snow machine, a Bombardier, an all-terrain vehicle, and so on. 
Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students learn basic facts about the northern circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand the hazards of travel in the North.

Attitudes

Students develop a sense of appreciation for the unity of the circumpolar world.

Activity 66

Topic: Tying things together.
Main Focus of Inquiry 

What route did the students in the textbook follow in their journey around the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students refer to The Northern Circumpolar World from time to time as needed.

Main Activity

Students draw a large circumpolar map. On it they note distances and trace the route around the northern circumpolar world followed by the students described in their textbook. At each location they note the date of the students' arrival and departure. At appropriate places on the map, they draw small symbols to depict the many things the students saw and did.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the sequence of countries around the northern circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand the immense size of the circumpolar world.

Skills

Students summarize information and transfer it to a map.

THEME VI: CHALLENGES

Activity 67 

Topic: Aboriginal self-government.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What is aboriginal self-government and why do many aboriginal people want it?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 2, pp. 26-7, Chapter 3, p. 36, Chapter 5, pp. 50-1, Chapter 10, pp. 105-7, Chapter 18, p. 177, Chapter 19, pp. 185-6, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students develop a simple charter or constitution outlining the main features of an aboriginal self-government, then invite an aboriginal person to the class to answer class questions on why some aboriginal people think this is better for aboriginal people than one government for all citizens.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the main features of aboriginal self-government.

Understandings

Students understand that aboriginal peoples were once self-governing.

Attitudes

Students develop tolerance and respect for cultural aspirations.

Activity 68 

Topic  Pluralism.

Main Focus of Inquiry 

What are the weaknesses and strengths of pluralistic societies?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 17, pp. 164-5, Chapter 18, pp. 173-5 and 176-7, Chapter 19,

pp. 184-5, Chapter 21, p. 195, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students define "pluralistic society" and cite examples. They then lead a brainstorming session in which class members identify and list strengths and weaknesses of pluralistic societies. When the list is complete, they lead a discussion on ways to prevent problems from arising in pluralistic societies, and ways to handle problems when they do arise.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know what pluralistic societies are.

Understandings

Students understand that racism and discrimination can arise in pluralistic societies. Students understand that pluralistic societies offer opportunities for culturally richer lives and for understanding and respect.

Skills

Students converse with others in a variety of circumstances.

Attitudes

Students develop respect for the rights, needs, and concerns of others.

Activity 69

Topic: Employment.

Main Focus of Inquiry 

What special problems often affect employment in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 19, pp. 184-5, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students do research, including a survey, to determine the level of unemployment in the community. They then interview employers and the unemployed to determine what circumstances are causing the unemployment.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know some of the causes of unemployment.

Understandings

Students understand that the circumpolar world, because it is a society in transition, is faced with special problems concerning unemployment.

Skills

Students document sources of information.

Attitudes

Students show concern for those in need.

Activity 70

Topic : Alcohol and drug abuse.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What is the extent of alcohol and drug abuse in circumpolar societies and what appear to be some of its causes? How is it being dealt with?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 19, p. 185, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

By doing research, students develop a list of personal and social factors that often contribute to drug and alcohol abuse. They also attempt to get a sense of the extent of the regional problem by referring to statistics on absenteeism from work, on health problems caused by drug and alcohol abuse, and on child abuse or neglect, spousal assault and other crimes committed while under the influence of drugs or alcohol. They then lead a class discussion on the problem, noting current attempts to deal with it and perhaps suggesting new solutions.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the social problems that affect northern societies.

Understandings

Students understand that drug and alcohol abuse is a serious social problem in the circumpolar world, as elsewhere.

Skills

Students lead and facilitate a group discussion. Students seek and work with information from more than one source.

Attitudes

Students develop an appreciation of the need for cooperation in community life.

Activity 71

Topic: Pollution.

Main Focus of Inquiry

What presents the greatest threat for pollution of the circumpolar environment?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 5, p. 53, Chapter 7, pp. 74-5, Chapter 8, pp. 83-4, Chapter 9, pp. 93-4, Chapter 10, p. 110 and Chapter 19, pp. 182-4, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students present a panel discussion. Each panel member, giving examples, explains what he or she believes to be a significant pollution threat to the circumpolar environment and why. The pollutants focused on should be radioactive fall-out, chemical spills, and wastes from industrial processes such as the mining and pulp industries, or oil spills from either tankers or pipelines. Class members then try to reach agreement on what is the most serious threat and why, and what can be done about it.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know what pollutants threaten the northern circumpolar environment.

Understandings

Students understand that some environmental threats are more immediate, and some more wide​spread, than others.

Attitudes

Students develop a sense of responsible stewardship over the northern environment.

Activity 72 
Topic The greenhouse effect.
Main Focus of Inquiry 

What is the greenhouse effect and why should Northerners be concerned about it?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 19, pp. 183-4, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students create a poster that explains the general causes and results of the greenhouse effect as well as simple, darkly humorous pictograms that show its potential impact on the plants, animals,

people, technology, etc., of the North. They lead the class in a serious discussion based on these visual aids, focusing on personal action that can be taken to reduce the problem.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the causes of the greenhouse effect.

Understandings

Students understand that the northern circumpolar world could be significantly impacted by global warming.

Students understand that personal action can help to limit and reduce the greenhouse effect.

Attitudes

Students develop an appreciation for the consequences of interactions between people and their physical environment.

Activity 73 

Topic: Preventing and controlling pollution.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What can be done to prevent and control pollution in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 4, p. 45, Chapter 7, pp. 73-5, Chapter 8, pp. 83-4, Chapter 10, p. 108, Chapter 19, pp. 182-4, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students discuss and prepare a set of proposed government "laws" to prevent and control pollution in the circumpolar world. Then, acting as the government, one or more members of the group attempt to have these laws passed by the legislature (the class), with amendments if necessary. Two other members of the group present the concerns of business and the unemployed and attempt to persuade the class to block the laws or amend them before passage.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know some means to prevent or reduce pollution.
Understandings

Students understand that conflicting values can make it difficult to get agreement on measures to combat pollution.

Attitudes

Students appreciate the need for measures protect the environment. 
Activity 74 

Topic Wildlife management.
Main Focus of Inquiry

Why is the management of wildlife important in the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 2, pp. 24-5, Chapter 4, p. 43, Chapter 10, pp. 105-6, Chapter 15, p. 150, Chapter 19, p. 184, Chapter 20, pp 189 and 192, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students develop illustrated brochures on polar bear, caribou, snow geese, bowhead whales, and one species of fish such as char or lake trout. The brochures should explain why each species must be managed, and contain recommendations for sound management. Copies of each brochure should be distributed to the class.

Learning Outcomes

Understandings

Students understand why the management is necessary and also appreciate the problems associated with establishing a management plan.

Skills

Students learn to explain complex matters in writing.

Attitudes

Students have a sense of responsible stewardship over the northern environment.

Activity 75

Topic: Animal species at risk.
Main Focus of Inquiry 

Which northern animal species are in need of special regulations to ensure their survival, and what are the dangers that put them at risk?
Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 2, pp. 24-5, Chapter 4, p. 43, Chapter 10, pp. 105-6, Chapter 19, p. 184, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity
Students create a board game in which northern animals try to survive in their northern habitat without becoming extinct. The pawns are small models of such animals as the peregrine falcon, the polar bear, the bowhead whale, or other animals that may be currently listed as endangered species. As the pawns are moved around the circuit they pick up tokens of strength by living in a pristine environment, by being well managed, by being protected, and so on. But they also pick up flags of danger as they encounter such hazards as habitat destruction, poor management, over-hunting, industrial development, various kinds of pollution, and so on. If they run into three or four major hazards, they may become extinct and never reach the start of a new cycle. Each player remains in the game until the circuit is completed or until the animal represented becomes extinct.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know which northern animals are at greatest risk.

Students know the factors that can put animal species at risk.

Understandings

Students understand the implications of human actions for animal species.

Skills

Students can create fictional situations to reflect and emphasize factual circumstances.

Attitudes

Students develop a sense of responsible stewardship over the northern environment.

Activity 76 

Topic  Northern challenges.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What are the most important challenges facing northern peoples?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 19 and read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students create a class newspaper. In it, using photos and graphics, editorials, columns, stories and letters to the editor, students present in summary the range of environmental, social, and political problems that face Northerners.

Learning Outcomes 

Knowledge

Students know the main issues that face Northerners.

Preparatory Work Required 

All students, organized as individuals or small groups, or even as a class, select some problem facing northern societies (drugs and alcohol, ethnocentrism, endangered species, over-fishing, pollution, etc.) and do the necessary research to understand and become knowledgeable about the problem.

Main Activity

Students plan and undertake some significant action, however small, to help address the problem they have studied. This may include the preparation and display of posters, letter writing campaigns (to the press, politicians, or others who can help), direct action (such as undertaking a community clean-up, organizing a demonstration, making a speech), fund-raising for worthy causes, personal contributions to worthy causes, personal adoption of positive practices, and so on.

Learning_ Outcomes

Understandings

Students understand that individual, as well as collective, action is required to solve social problems.

Understandings

Students understand that social problems and issues must be addressed—they do not simply disappear by ignoring them.

Skills

Students identify and define issues and identify assumptions and values that underlie positions taken on issues.

Students take their own positions and defend them with reasonable arguments.

Students explain circumpolar issues by writing about them.

Attitudes

Students develop an appreciation for the complexity of problem-resolution.

Activity 77

Topic Dealing with challenges.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What can students do to help address the challenges facing northern societies?

Skills

Students translate ideals into effective action.

Attitudes

Students begin to accept some responsibility for the circumstances of their lives.

Activity 78

Topic  Prediction of outcomes.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What will be the eventual outcome of the issue dealt with in the previous activity?

Preparatory Work Required 

All students, as individuals, study the material used to prepare for the previous activity, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students write a paper that first provides background for the issue chosen, then predicts the outcome of the issue, citing relevant factual information that supports the prediction and explaining why arguments that challenge the prediction will not be decisive.

Learning Outcomes 

Knowledge

Students know the nature and extent of problems in the northern circumpolar world.

Understandings

Students understand that all sides of an issue should be examined objectively before drawing conclusions about it.

Skills

Students venture predictions based on factual information.

Students distinguish between well-founded and ill-founded arguments.

Activity 79
Topic  Influencing national and international governments.
Main Focus of Inquiry

Why do Northerners need to influence national and international governments, and how can they do this most effectively?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read Chapter 19, pp. 184-6, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students develop a skit in which the "little one" (Northerners) is ignored by the "big one" (national and international governments) when raising northern concerns. The "little one" must therefore get fit by undertaking various preparatory exercises (gathering factual information, cultivating useful supporters, improving communication skills, developing assertiveness, etc.) in order finally to have an impact.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know which governments can have the biggest impacts on their lives.

Understandings

Students understand the source and the importance of political power.

Skills

Students use humour to communicate information.

Attitudes

Students develop an appreciation of their own worth.

Activity 80

Topic: Knowledge of the circumpolar world.
Main Focus of Inquiry

What is being done to learn more about the circumpolar world?

Preparatory Work Required

Selected students read Chapter 6, p. 59,

Chapter 8, p. 86 and Chapter 9, pp. 96-7, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Students lead the class in a brainstorming session to list and categorize the kinds of scientific research currently underway in the northern circumpolar region. They note issues about which they think research still needs to be done.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the kinds of research activity that are conducted in the northern circumpolar region.

Understandings

Students understand the potential value of research for bringing about future benefits.

Skills

Students categorize information.

THEME VII: LINKS

Activity 81

Topic: Historical links.
Main Focus of Inquiry 

What historical links exist between various circumpolar countries?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students read the appropriate sections of THUMBNAIL HISTORY in Chapters 2-10 and Chapter 16, pp. 153-4, as well as read and view other relevant materials.

Main Activity

Using a sociogram with flag symbols, students develop a graphic display that illustrates the historical links between various circumpolar countries. Brief explanations of the links should be printed along the lines of linkage.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the major historical links between circumpolar nations.

Understandings

Students understand that current circumpolar links have an historical basis.

Skills

Students isolate key information and present it in summary form.

Activity 82

Topic: Transportation and communication links.
Main Focus of Inquiry 

What transportation and communication links exist between circumpolar countries today?

Preparatory Work Required 

Selected students study appropriate atlases and contact travels agencies to identify established land, sea, and air routes between northern circumpolar nations. They also contact communications companies to determine the nature and extent of electronic communication between these countries as well.

Main Activity

Students create a map showing transportation routes (land, sea, and air) between circumpolar nations. They use symbols to identify communication links as well.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge

Students know the transportation and communication links that exist between circumpolar countries.

Skills

Students acquire information to find answers by using community resources.

Students draw maps that reflect an understanding of the northern circumpolar world
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