Part 1: Chapter Guide to Inquiry Questions and Critical Challenge Activities
These questions build on the inquiry and critical thinking skills in the Social Studies curriculum. The various skills, activities, rubrics and instructions that will help to explore these chapter questions can be found in ‘Section 2’ of the Theme-based section of the Teacher’s Guide.
Chapter 1 

1) Search – Read several accounts of journeys to the North Pole. Which journey was the most successful?

· Provide students with several (3-6) short articles detailing journeys to the North Pole.  Some of these can be found in chapter 17 and a more extensive list may be found on the internet.  Use the strategies outlined in the Collecting Information and Ranking Options models with this lesson.

2) Search – Research the kind and extent of pollution currently affecting the Arctic Ocean.  Gather information on how governments handle this problem. Write a letter to the government suggesting the best way to combat this problem.

· Invite a government official into the classroom to answer student-generated questions on this issue.  Research may also be done by using the internet and/or by asking students to email the office of the environment minister or another relevant department. Ask students to use the Recording Our Research model to organize their research.

· Ask students to use the Developing an Effective Argument model when forming a persuasive position prior to writing their letter.

3) Think – Which is the more efficient way to supply Arctic communities; ships or airplanes?

· As a class, develop a list of criteria that will be used to judge which of these two modes of transport are more effective for supplying Arctic communities.  Ask students to then use the Considering Two Options model to determine the best option in light of the criteria.
Chapter 2 

1) Create an effective ad to persuade tourists that they should come to visit your region.

· Follow the detailed teaching suggestions that accompany the Creating Persuasive and Informative Visuals model when completing this activity.

2) Search – As you explore chapters 2 – 10, imagine that you have won a trip to visit four countries in the Circumpolar world.  You have two weeks to complete your voyage.  You must now decide where and when (time of year) you want to go, how will you get there (transportation), how much time you will spend in each place, and what you will do at each location. On your trip you will document the climate, geography, and culture at each location you visit.  Create a travel log to record your journey.

· This project is designed as an end unit project that incorporates many of the specific curriculum outcomes for Topic A: Geography of The Circumpolar World.  The end unit projects can be found in Part 3 of this resource.

3) Think - Photo pg 23.  What does this photo show you about student life in Rankin Inlet?  Why do you think the author chose this photo?  Rewrite the article “A typical Canadian Arctic Community” to describe your community.  Select or draw a picture to illustrate student life in your community. 
Chapter 3 

1) Think – Consider why Aboriginal people want to change some place names in the circumpolar world. Consider the different point of views on whether or not to change the name of the Northwest Territories. Take a position on this issue and organize a class debate.

· Information on this debate can be found on Nick Sibbeston’s (the Senator of the NWT) web site. He outlines his reasons for wanting a name change and also posts the views of many people who oppose his ideas. Ask students to use the Developing Effective Arguments model when considering their own position on this issue. 

· Extend this activity by inviting students to discuss this issue using the Four Corners Discussion model or the U-shaped Discussion model.

Chapter 4 

1) Search – Research a hydroelectric power project in the circumpolar world.  Considering the economic/environmental advantages/disadvantages, should hydroelectric power continue to be a primary method of generating electricity? What are the alternatives? How can we cut down on the amount of power we use every day?

· Provide a northern case study of a hydroelectric power project or have the students find one using the internet. Ask students to use the Recording Our Research model to organize their research.

· Using the Investigating the Problem model, ask students to identify alternative sources of power and examine the pros and cons of these alternatives.

2) Search – Take the perspective of a fish and write a letter to a fisher describing the current situation of over-fishing in the world.

· Use the Writing Based on a Perspective model when completing this activity.

Chapter 5 
1) Search - Compare the light and weather conditions in Stavanger, Norway with those in your community in mid-November. Discuss - How do you adjust to the difference in light and weather conditions in the summer and in the winter? Brainstorm as a class in what ways do you prepare for a new season?

· Extend this inquiry by comparing the range of temperature and light in the north to the range found in a region close to the equator.  What are the benefits/disadvantages of having seasons?

3) Think – How do you think human rights have changed in the past 100 years for children, women, and peoples of the First Nations? Would you prefer to live in present day, or 100 years ago?  Explain your answer.

· Extend this inquiry by inviting students to compare their current lives in the north to what life was like in their region 50 years ago.  Use the Comparing Then and Now model to complete this activity.
Chapter 6 

1) Search - Compare and contrast the government in your country with the government of Denmark.  What is the most significant difference between these two governments?

· Use the Comparing Difference model to complete this activity.

2) Think – Explain the difficulties of trying to expand the common citizenship idea of the Nordic Council to the whole circumpolar world. Imagine that the regions in the circumpolar world have decided to join together to form one country.  On a map, draw out the territory of this new country.  What would it be called? Where would the capital city be located? What form of government would it have?  What would be the official languages? How would the different cultures within this new country be protected?

· Allow students to first complete this activity on their own. Then as a small group (2-4 students), ask student to reach a consensus on the above questions and provide their group answers and map on chart paper to share with the class.  Following this activity, discuss with the class whether it was difficult or easy to come to a consensus when many different interests are at stake. Invite students to consider the issue of Arctic sovereignty and the disputed borders that currently exist in the circumpolar world.

3) Photo (pg58) – In what ways does this photograph show how Copenhagen is different or the same as your community.  What can account for these differences or similarities? Predict what changes may take place in your region over the next 100 years.

· Use the Comparing Differences model to complete this inquiry. 

· Create a class timeline of changes in your region over the last 100 years. The Prince of Whales Northern Heritage Museum has an extensive timeline on their website that could be used to pinpoint dates and events. Based on these trends, make some predictions about future growth in your region.

Chapter 7 

1) Search – What measures does your local government take to protect the environment? 

Discuss – In what ways do you as an individual act to protect the environment? In what ways do you harm the environment?

Write a letter to your local government suggesting the best action that can be taken to protect the environment in your region.

· Invite a government official into the classroom to answer student-generated questions on this issue.  If this is not possible, ask students to email the local government on this issue. Use the Asking Powerful Questions model as students prepare for the guest speaker and/or  their letter writing.
2) Search – Who will be the first group of people to be affected by global warming? Create a visual display to warn people in the south of the effects of global warming on the circumpolar world.

· Use the Creating Persuasive and Informative Visuals to complete this activity.
3) Think – Consider the role that individual attitudes play in causing pollution. Suggest ways in which undesirable attitudes can be changed.
Chapter 8 

1) Think- Compare the subjects and Aboriginal languages taught in Finland with those taught in your school.  What languages are spoken by students in your classroom?  Create a class dictionary and record several phrases in as many languages as you can by using the knowledge within your class.

2) Think -  Create a poster of your ideal school. What would it look like? What subjects would be taught at your school to prepare you for the future as citizens of the circumpolar world?  Explain your choices.  Invite the principal to your classroom to view your posters.

3) Search -  Compare the subjects and  Aboriginal languagues taught in Finland with those taught in your school.  What would yo like to improve in your system?  What do you think is successful?
Chapter 9 

1) Search- Identify mines operating in your region.  Chart them according to location, type, size (employment, production tonnage, economic value, environmental impact), and according to the destination of the product. Which mine has the greatest impact on your region?

· Complete this research as a class project, assigning groups to different mines. Explain to students that they may wish to contact the mine directly in order to find the specific information on their mine.  The NWT Chamber of Mines’ web site does list some of this information and provides contact information for the mines. When students have completed their research, review the research process as a class and consider how difficult or easy it is to find the information necessary to complete this inquiry. Once enough information has been collected, use the Ranking Options model to complete this activity.

2) Search- Identify and describe one or more northern technologies that have been transported from your country to other countries. Identify and describe technologies that have been transported into your country. Design an invention that would benefit people in the circumpolar world. 

· Research web sites that list ‘made in Canada’ technology. One site, through library and Archives Canada, list some obscure and interesting patents that include the blueprints and a description. Provide several of these inventions as examples for the class before asking students to come up with their own invention. As a class, brainstorm a list of items that people use in their community that they wouldn’t need if they lived in a south community.

3) Think - Make a list of technologies that you use in your daily life.  Find out if these technologies were developed in the Canada.  Imagine how your life would be different if we could not import technologies.  Record a day in your life with these new restrictions.

4) Discuss – In what ways do you use the internet? How has the internet changed the way people work and communicate in the north?  Who benefits and who losses out when a new form of technology, such as the internet, is introduced to the circumpolar world?

5) Photo (Diamond quarry, pg 94) – When this text book was first printed, diamonds had not yet been discovered in the NWT.  Discuss in what ways this new industry has changed the NWT and your community.  

· Chart on the board a class-generated list of the positive and negative impacts on the community. Ask students to suggest how the community/government could lessen the negative impacts.

· As an extended research inquiry or class discussion, invite student to take a deeper look at the diamond industry in order to discover how a global industry impacts their local community (Aboriginal negotiations/leadership, social issues, immigration/emigration to the north, job creation, environmental impacts, skills training, etc). Ask students to consider the marketing of diamonds in light of the skills they have learned deconstructing and constructing effective ads.

Chapter 10 

1) Search – Compare and contrast any two communities in the circumpolar world that lie along the same latitude. Consider population, climate, topography, resources, and industry. If you had to relocate to one of these communities, which would you choose? Explain you answer.

· Use the Comparing Differences model to complete this activity.

2) Search – Trace the history and development of whaling in northern waters.  Learn about the International Whaling Commission (IWC), its purpose, authority, and decisions.  Research the extent of whaling practices in the world today. Why is this issue controversial? Using your research, take a position on whether or not whaling should be further limited. 

· Ask students to use the Recording Our Research model to organize their research. Review the Developing Effective Arguments model as students consider their own position on this issue. 

· Extend this activity by inviting students to take part in a class discussion using the Four Corners Discussion model or the U-shaped Discussion model.

3) Photo (Exxon Valdez) pg 110: When you look at this photo, how do you feel? How does our attitude toward the environment and economic progress shape our reaction to environmental disasters such as this oil spill?

· Extend this activity by viewing other photos of development and answering the same questions.  Provide current information about the status of the Exxon Valdez clean up and environmental impact.
4) Act – Decide upon some measure, however small, that would allow you to play a part in fighting water, land, or air pollution.
Chapter 11 

1) Search – Write a letter to a friend in the south describing your favourite season.  Include details that explain how climate, latitude, elevation and the tilt of the earth all play a role in creating your favourite season.

· Use the Selecting the Best Thing model to complete this activity.
2) Decide – Review the factors that influence climate.  Which factors influence climate most in your region?  Which factors influence climate least? Give reasons for your choice.
Chapter 12 
1) Search – Chart any changes in climate over the last 100 years. What has made the greatest impact on climate change?

· Extend this activity by asking students to consider solutions to the problem of global warning. Use the Investigating a Problem model to complete this extension inquiry.

Chapter 13 

1) Search – Research permafrost in your region. Describe how it creates problems for people. How are these problems overcome? Design a house that would be best suited to the land in your region. Consider what material would be best used for building?  What type of heating? Should your house be above or below ground?

· Ask students to view the photos in the textbook of different housing options in the north (pgs7, 14, 16, 28, 31, 84-5, 96, 162 are a few examples). The internet may also be a good option for this research.  Discuss the rising cost of fuel and how this impacts the type of housing available to northerners.

2) Search –Research which minerals or quarry products are found in your region.  Note details in four categories: those mined in the past; those currently mined; those discovered but not yet exploited; those yet to be discovered, but believed to be present. Create an environmental policy for mine owners.  Include the top five actions that mine owners can take to lessen the environmental impact of mining in your region.

Chapter 14 

1) Ask Elders (Search) – research how the plants in your area have been used for technological, nutritional, ritual or medicinal purposes.  Record the information in a detailed, illustrated report.  Rank in order the importance of these plants to the traditional Aboriginal community.

· Research additional information on local plants through the internet, or, if possible, through a print source.  Use the Ranking Options model to complete this activity.
Chapter 15 
1) Search – Produce an illustrated encyclopedia containing reports on all animals which live at least part of the time in your region. Include physical descriptions and information on adaptations, feeding, reproduction, and seasonal behaviour. Determine which circumpolar animal is best suited to the environment. In what ways, if any, has global warming effected their survival?
· Use the Ranking Options model to complete this activity.

· Extend this activity with a panel debate between animals where each animal explains why they are the best suited to northern living. Allow students to dress up as their animal during this presentation. Invite another class to hear the presentation and rank the “best northern animal”
Chapter 16 

1) Outdoor Lab – Look for elements of traditional aboriginal technology still in use on your community. Which is the more effective form of transportation in the Arctic: the dog sled or the snowmobile: the motor boat or the canoe?

· Use the Considering Options model to complete this inquiry.

2) Imagine  - that you are an Aboriginal Elder.  You want to ensure that the youth in the circumpolar world understand some of the changes that have occurred over time and the impact these changes have had on the First Nations way of life.  You must determine the most significant historical change that has occurred since European migration to the circumpolar world.  Once you have determined the cause of the most significant change, use a poster to illustrate the before and after of this change. Divide your paper in half. On one side, show what life was like before this change occurred.  On the other side, demonstrate the impact of this change on the First Nations way of life.

· This project is designed as an end unit project that incorporates many of the specific curriculum outcomes for Topic B: Changes in the Circumpolar World.  The end unit projects can be found in Part 3 of this resource.

3) Photo - (pg 156) -  Are there clues in this photo that infer when (decade, season, time of day) it was taken? 

· Use the Investigating Photos model to complete this inquiry. Discuss what features in the local community are influenced by modern technology/styles and what are influenced by traditional First Nations customs/culture.
Chapter 17 

1) Search – Imagine that you live in Viking colony in Iceland, Greenland, or Canada at around 1000 CE. Write a journal entry that describes what life is like for you in your community.

· Use the Creating Authentic Diaries model to complete this activity.

2) Search – At the time of first contact, what did the European newcomers and First Nations peoples learn from each other in the circumpolar world? Write two accounts of this exchange of knowledge; one from an Aboriginal perspective, and one from the perspective of a European newcomer. 

· Use the Creating Authentic Diaries model, or the Writing Based on a Perspective model, to complete this activity.

3) Portraits (pgs 164-168) – These portraits and photos were created by European artists/photographers to present these explorers as heroes in Europe.  Can you identify features in these paintings/photos that support this hero stereotype?  How might these men have been viewed by the Aboriginal people they encountered on their journeys? Redraw one of these explorers from an Aboriginal perspective.

· Follow the detailed teaching suggestion of the Interpreting and Reinterpreting Visual Images to turn this activity into a meaningful critical challenge.
4)Think – What changes in human values, customs, and technology served to relieve pressure on whale populations?  Are whales now safe from human predation?  Explain your answer.
Chapter 18

1) Search – Record your daily menu and notice how much of the food that you eat is imported to the territory.  Now imagine that you only have access to the food you can find or grow in your region.  What would your daily menu be with this restriction? Compare the two menus and determine which in more nutritious. 

· Discuss any health issues that may be connected to each menu in light of their nutritional value.  Invite the community health nurse and/or nutritionist to the class to discuss the connection between diet and health. Ask students to plan a daily menu that would meet all their nutritional needs.  Organize a class potluck based on this ideal menu.

· As a class, consider the following questions: Would it be hard to live off the land?  Was it easier 50 years ago to live off the land? Has global warming had an impact on northern diet? Is progress always positive?

2) Ask Elders – How many traditional foods are still an important part of many diets?

3) Map (pg 174) – Discuss reasons why some areas of the world are more densely populated than others. Do you know anyone who has left your community to live in a large city? Interview them and rank in order the top five reasons that they decided to move.

Chapter 19 

1) Research - the ways in which pollution damages the northern environment and the reasons why cleanup is difficult. Research one example where a mining company has left an area without cleaning up the pollution left behind. Make a list of who benefited from the mine. Create a pie chart to represent the degree of responsibility each beneficiary has for the clean up.

· Use the Creating a Pie Chart model to complete this activity.

Chapter 20 

1) Search – You have been asked to present a speech at a Canada and the Circumpolar World Conference.  As part of the future generation, you will present your speech on what you believe is the most important issue facing Canada and the Circumpolar world today.   When you have selected your issue, your task is to research when and how this issue became a problem (background information), and present any possible solutions to this current issue.  You must also ask two questions to the conference delegates (your classmates) so that they will think about the issue and try to help you come up with a solution in a class discussion on your topic.
· This project is designed as an end unit project that incorporates many of the specific curriculum outcomes for Topic C: Canada and the Circumpolar World.  The end unit projects can be found in Part 3 of this resource.

